Proposed Learning Outcomes for General Education
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(This document was taken from existing documents including the rationale and criteria for General Education Curriculum and the University Mission Statement)

This is a working draft and will be further considered at UCC during the Fall 2007 meetings.
Lock Haven University prepares students for personal and professional success by developing thoughtful, knowledgeable, and responsible graduates. 

1) Thoughtful – Students will demonstrate reasoning, research, and communication skills that promote career success and lifelong learning.

a) Communication: Students will communicate effectively both orally and in writing.

b) Critical Thinking: Students will employ analytical skills to develop understanding, solve problems, and make decisions.
c) Information Literacy: Students will recognize the need for information and will effectively and ethically gather, evaluate, interpret, and attribute relevant information from appropriate sources to synthesize knowledge and support conclusions.
2) Knowledgeable – Students will demonstrate curiosity about and knowledge of the data, concepts, and methods of the various fields of human inquiry and the ways these impact society and their own lives.

a) Humanities: Students will identify, evaluate, and interpret major aesthetic and philosophical movements, and assess their impact on contemporary society and the student’s own life.

b) Natural Sciences: Students will identify, evaluate, and interpret major scientific concepts and methods, and assess their impact on contemporary society and the student’s own life.

c) Social Sciences: Students will identify, evaluate, and interpret political, social, and historical movements, and assess their impact on contemporary society and the student’s own life.

3) Responsible – Students will demonstrate personal and civic responsibility.
a) Wellness: Students will make informed and appropriate health choices for themselves and society.

b) Ethics: Students will act in accordance with high ethical standards in their personal, professional, and civic lives.
c) Citizenship: Students will contribute productively to their communities and the world.

d) Interpersonal: Students will relate respectfully and work well with others, including those different from themselves in background, gender, ethnicity, or culture.

Implementation and Assessment (for information, not adoption)

Following approval of the outcomes statement, the UCC should begin a process in 2007-08 to clarify the contribution of each new and existing general education course to the outcome(s) it seeks to achieve
The University has processes already in place that will support assessment of these outcomes.  

· Use existing rubrics and processes for oral communication, writing, and information literacy and draw on elements implicit in these for critical thinking (got to have a point before making one).

· Build on existing data gathering processes in approved Gen Ed courses in the major discipline areas.

· Build on existing processes for assessing student learning in wellness courses.

· Coordinate processes to gather data re. ethics, citizenship, and interpersonal outcomes through EE, internship, study abroad, and community service projects. 

The Office of Planning and Assessment will work with the Provost, Deans, overlay committees, and department chairs to manage and monitor assessment of these outcomes.

· Summer 2007: Review annual reports to identify relevant existing assessment efforts.

· Fall 2007: Work with departments to coordinate gathering of data on general education outcomes.

· Spring 2008: Gather data from departments and overlay committees in regular annual reports. 

· Fall 2009: Report information on student achievement of general education outcomes to the faculty.
