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The use of software tools in the business curriculum has increased over the last several years.  For example, ACCT215, Accounting Information Systems and the Marketing concentration expect students to have a higher level of database knowledge than is attained through CISC150, Introduction to Computers.  The additional knowledge is available in CISC255, Database Design.  Adding CISC255 as a required core course to the Business program and the Accounting program requires removing major elective credits that are too few already.  The applied database knowledge, specifically related to Microsoft Access, has been removed from CISC255 and added to CISC250.  

The restructuring gives us the opportunity to cover more advanced database topics in CISC255.  The additional material relates to the enterprise use of databases in real-world situations and its inclusion is based on feedback from department alumni.  Missing from database coverage was transaction control and concurrency, advanced SQL (Structured Query Language), query optimization and triggers and stored procedures.  Adding this material will better prepare our students for the types of jobs available to our graduates.

