MEMORANDUM
December 9, 2004
(Revised 1-13-2005)
TO:  University Curriculum Committee

FROM:  Department of Business Administration, Computer Science & Information Technology

RE:  Place the Management of Technology Major in Moratorium 
The BACSIT department has voted to place the Management of Technology (MGTT) major in Moratorium.  The decision is based on the following factors:

1. Demand for the program is minimal compared to other programs offered by the department and university.  Only four students are currently enrolled in the MGTT program, and all are juniors or seniors who would be permitted to graduate with the degree regardless of the ultimate status of the program.  Since the inception of the program in 1988, only 28 students have graduated; only two students have graduated with this major in the past five years.  This compares with 98 accounting majors and 258 business administration majors currently enrolled at the university.

2. The original rationale for the program no longer exists.  In 1988 the goal of the MGTT program was to provide a means of articulating coursework at 2-year technical schools into a 4-year management program.  Specifically the articulation agreement intended to integrate technical course work at the former Williamsport Area Community College with LHU management courses. When WACC, now the Penn College of Technology, developed its own 4-year program, based on the LHU model, the need for an articulation program no longer existed.

3. The BACSIT department revised the MGTT program in 2003 to accommodate transfer students from 2-year business schools, in particular the South Hills Business School.  These students did not have a technical studies background, but rather had completed entry-level accounting and business courses, credits for which were then articulated into the LHU 4-year degree.  Consequently the program was not really a “Management of Technology” major, but an alternate business administration or general management major for transfer students from 2-year business schools.  Thus the current program is misnamed.

4. The university and the department have alternate means for students to receive credit for transferring entry-level course work, including direct transfer of credit, College-Level Examination Program testing, and faculty departmental examinations.

5. Evaluating various business programs and student transcripts from potential proprietary business school applicants is time-consuming.  These schools are accredited on a different basis from that used by 4-year colleges and universities, so the evaluation must be done by individual programs and courses.  No faculty members in the department have the time to devote to this analysis.

6. The BACSIT department is not actively seeking to boost enrollments through new programs.  Enrollments in the existing programs are at all time high levels.

7. The State System of Higher Education and the university administration have expressed interest in deleting majors with few matriculated students; this program fits that description.
In sum, for all the above reasons, the department has voted to stop offering the Management of Technology major to new students, while permitting all currently enrolled students to complete their course work and receive their degrees.
