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I. Introductory Information

(A) Department Name: Educational Foundations
(B) Department Catalog Number: EDTF302  

(C) Course Title: School Law and Ethics  

(D) Semester Hours of Credit: 3
(E) Clock Hours Per Week: 3  
(F) Overlays: None 
G) Restrictions upon Student Registration: restricted to special education and early childhood education students who have met teacher education candidacy requirements.  

II. Description of the Course

Catalog description:
An examination of the laws and policies that have shaped public education within the judicial system. Emphasis will be placed on ethics for teacher-educators. Both teacher & student rights & responsibilities will be explored. Special Education Law will be the focus when investigating programs, services, accountability, and assessment  
III. Exposition

A. Objectives:

Upon completion of the course, students will be able to do the following: 

1. Explain the major legislation and historical foundations that have shaped public
    education.  {Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) Standards met by this objective
    GC1K3; GC1K3; GC1K4; GC1K6; GC1K7}

2. Describe the organization and financing of education at the federal, state, and local 
    levels.  (CC8K5; GC8K2)

3. Synthesize knowledge of the rights and responsibilities of teachers, students, and
    administration to support an equal education opportunity for ALL students.  (CC1K3;
    GC1K8; CC7K5; CC9S3; GC9S2; CC10S5; CC10S6)
4. Evaluate legal issues. (CC1K6; GC1K8)

5. Judge an education situation/issue based on knowledge of the law while developing a
    personal framework of ethics for portfolio submission. (CC1K2; CC8K2; GC9S2)
6. Construct a graphic depicting the organizational structure of education in the U.S. and
    how education is financed.  (CC1K3; GC1K4; GC1K6)  

7. Create a visual of the judicial levels demonstrating the responsibilities of each level
    and flow of a case from one level to the next.


8. Role play the responses of both teachers and schools in providing an equal 
    educational opportunity for ALL. (CC1K4; CC8K2; GC9S2; CC10S2; CC10S5)
9. Presented with ethical dilemmas, articulate a position reflecting an emerging teacher
    professional cognizant of the position of trust s/he holds knowing that the public will
    hold her/him to a higher standard. (CC1K2; CC8K2; CC9S1)
                 10. Use electronic and print resources to discover the latest decisions regarding
                       challenges to education policy and practice. (CC1K2; CC1K3; CC1K6; GC1K6;
                       GC4S1; CC9S10)
                 11. Develop a mind map of resources for individuals with disabilities. (GC9K1; GC9K2;
                       CC9S10)


B. Activities and Requirements:

1. Participate in class discussions.


2. Present findings/assignments to the class.


3. Write short reports.


4. Submit & revise papers utilizing college-level grammar, mechanics, and syntax.

C. Major Units and Time Allotted:



 (45)

1. History of education law





    (5)


a. Structure of US court system



b. Constitutional undergirding of education law
         (due process, the Establishment Clause, etc.)

                        c. Movement of cases through the system

                        d. Landmark cases


2. Organization & financing of education



     (3)
       3. Researching laws & cases 





     (5)
       4. Students with Disabilities





    (12)
    a. Development of Special Education Law


b. Funding 


c. Identification & evaluation


d. Individualized Education Plan


e. Placement & change of placement


f. Expulsion & suspension


g. Related services


h. Changes in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)

i. Important cases


j. Assessment with scenarios

5. Student rights & responsibilities





(6)

a. Student records & confidentiality


b. Discrimination


c. Behavior


d. Dress


e. Free speech


f. Religion, school prayer


g. Bilingual students


h. Landmark cases


i. Assessment with scenarios

6. Teacher rights & responsibilities





(6)

a. Contracts, negotiations, & employment issues


b. Liability


c. Copyright law


d. Free speech, academic freedom


e. Discrimination


f. Conduct


g. Landmark cases

 7. Ethics 









(6)

a. “If it is legal, is it ethical?” 


b. Ethical dilemmas in education

c. National Education Association Code of Ethics


d. PA Department of Education Code of Ethics


e. Articulating a personal code
8.  Tests









(2) 
D. Materials and Bibliography
   1. Suggested textbooks:
Fisher, L., Schimmel, D. & Stellemn, L.R. (2007). Teachers & the law. (7th ed.). Boston: Pearson A & B.
2. Other materials:
Electronic databases such as WESTLAW and Lexus Nexus.      

3. Bibliographic support:
   Department of Education. IDEA 2004 News, Information, and Resources. Retrieved October 23, 2006 from 


  

 http://www.ed.gov/print/policy/speced/guid/idea/idea2004.html   
       Department of Education. PL 108-466 Individuals with disabilities education improvement act of 2004. Retrieved October 23, 2006 from http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cigi-bin/getdoc.cigi...:pub1446.10
       Department of Education. (2006). 34 CFR Parts300 and 301. Assistance to states for the education of children with disabilities and preschool grants for children with disabilities; final rule. Retrieved October 23, 2006 from http://www.ed.gov/legislation/FedRegister/finrule/2006-3/081406a.pdf
            Department of Education Special Education Technial Assistance and Dissemination Network. Retrieved October 23, 2006 from http://www.ed.gov/print/parents/needs/speced/resources.html
National Education Association. (1975). Code of ethics for the profession. Retrieved October 23, 2006 from http://www.nea.org/aboutnea/code.html 

    Office of Special Education and Rehabilitation Services.


IDEA-Reauthorized statute alignment with the no child left behind act. Retrieved on October 23, 2006 from http://www.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/tb-nclb-align.pdf
    Office of Special Education and Rehabilitation Services.


IDEA-Reauthorized statute discipline. Retrieved October 23, 2006 from http://www.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/tb-discipline.pdf
    Office of Special Education and Rehabilitation Services.

2IDEA Reauthorized statute procedural safeguards: Due process hearings. Retrieved on October 23, 2006 from 

http://www.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/tb-safeguards-3.pdf
            Department of Education. Special Education Technical Assistance and 
Office of Special Education and Rehabilitation Services. IDEA-Reauthorization statute state funding. Retrieved on October 23, 2006 from http://www.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/tb-state-fund.pdf 

Office of Special Education and Rehabilitation Services.

                           Part B Individualized Education Program. Retrieved on October 23, 2006 from
                           http://www.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/modelform-iep.pdf
Office of Special Education and Rehabilitation Services.

                           Part B Prior written notice. Retrieved on October 23, 2006 from  
                           http://www.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/modelform-notice.pdf
      Office of Special Education and Rehabilitation Services.

                           Part B Procedural safeguards notice. Retrieved on October 23, 2006 from 
                           http://www.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/modelform-safeguards.pdf  
   PA Department of Education. Professional standards & practices commission,

   code of conduct. Retrieved October 23, 2006, from http://www.pde.state.pa.us/pspc/cwp/view.asp?a=3&q=113571&pp=12&n=1
    Palmquist, M. (2006). The Bedford researcher. (2nd ed.). Boston, MA: Bedford/St. Martin’s.
Parrish, T.B., Chambers, J.G., & Guarino, C.M. (Eds.). (1998). Funding special

education. Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press, Inc.
Walsh, P.G., McEllistream, S., & Roth, J.A. (Eds.). (2002). Students with disabilities & special education law. (19th ed.). Wayne, PA: Oakstone Legal & Business Publishing
IV. Standards 
This course meets the standards of the Council for Exceptional Children as indicated in III. A. Objectives.
V. Rationale and Impact
A. This course will cover school law, ethics, and school politics to fulfill the increasing
     requirements of accreditation bodies.   

B.  Faculty have determined that school law, ethics, and politics are areas in which our 
     graduates are not fully prepared (post-graduate assessment data distributed by COTE).
C. This course will be part of the new Special Ed/Elementary certification program and was
     requested by the Special Education Department.
VI. Cost and Staff Analysis
         This course will replace EDTF101: Social Foundations of Education (2 credits) for special and early childhood education students. 

VII. Date approved by University president 
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