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I.
Introductory Information

A.
Department:
Foundation Studies in Education


B.
Course Number:
READ 203


C.
Course Title:
Psychology of Reading


D.
Semester Hours Credit:
3


E.
Clock Hours Per Week:
3 Lectures








1 Field Experience


F.
Restrictions on Student Registration:



Prerequisites:
PSYC 102
Child Development or






PSYC 103 
Adolescent Development or






Permission of Instructor

II.
Course Description


A study of the psychological basis of reading offers the 
student a better opportunity to extend the definition and 
understanding of reading as cognitive and affective processes.



Knowledge of the interaction of these processes aids the 
student in understanding the strong role emotional reactions play 
in learning to read.  Understanding these relationships better 
prepares the teacher to plan for a strongly motivating reading 
situation.  Since the sensory factors play a predominate role in 
the perceptual dimension of reading, these factors will come 
under careful study in the course.



The interrelationship of the principles of psychology and 
linguistics combining to explain a psycholinguistic basis for 
learning will be carefully examined.



The student will demonstrate through discussion, tests, 
papers, and performance in specific modules, a basic knowledge of 
physiological and psychological bases for reading.  Genetic 
development and the neurophysiology of conceptualization, as the 
basis for self direction, and the neurological factors relating 
to reading disability will be studied.



The sequence in communication skills development, cognitive 
styles, sensory discrimination, sensory integration systems, 
language and thought patterns will be examined.

III.
Exposition

A.
Objectives


The student will:



1.
Define both the verbal and non-verbal processes of 


reading.



2.
Describe at the synthesis level the interaction of all 


the senses in the process of reading.



3.
List and define the sequence of communication develop- 


ment from the pre-verbal to the written level of 



communication.




4.
Interpret the relationship which exists between human 


psychological phenomena and the act of reading.



5.
Define the main cognitive styles of learning and 



describe their impact upon the reading act.



6.
Sensory discrimination of the written symbols will be 


described and the processes of discrimination 



identified.



7.
The functions of the sensory systems in the reading act 


will be identified and their functional integration 


explained by the student.



8.
List the major aspects of conceptual reading and 



demonstrate a knowledge of its development in children.



9.
Describe the psychological processes involved in 



creative reading and writing.


B.
Major Units and Time Allotted


Specific competencies to be attained, experiences and 


activities through which they will be reached and their 

means of evaluation.



1.
Competency:
The student will define reading as a 





verbal and a non-verbal process.







Time:
4 lecture sessions




Activities & 
Reading text and references, class 


Experiences:
discussion, citing examples of each type 





of reading, identifying the symbolism of 





reading.




Evaluation:
Written assignments.



2.
Competency:
A knowledge of the physiological basis 





for reading will be demonstrated by the 





student by translating the neurological 





traces into a drawing of the routes of 





impulses from stimulus to reaction.







Time:
6 lecture sessions




Activities &
Drawing a schematic of the input-output 


Experiences:
system in the formation of concepts, 





explaining the neurological, 







physiological, and affective aspects of 





concept development, reading text and 





references.




Evaluation:
Complete schematic drawing of the 






concept development system.  Written 





examination and written assignments.



3.
Competency:
The student will be able to trace the 





development of the communication 






function in a child from the non-verbal 





level to the written self-expression 





level of performance.







Time:
6 lecture sessions









8 observation sessions




Activities &
Observation of children at several 


Experiences:
stages of language development, 






identifying specific phenomena of speech 





in each child, reading text and 






references; class discussion.




Evaluation:
Written report on observations with 





specific citings of language development 





for each child observed.  Written test 





stating the ideal stages of development 





and written assignments.



4.
Competency:
The student will make an analysis of the 





impact of cognitive style upon the 





child's failure in:








1)
grapheme-phoneme








2)
memory








3)
comprehension







Time:
6 lecture sessions




Activities & 
Listing cognitive styles and their 


Experiences:
developmental foundations, studying the 





pre-disposition of individuals to 






function in intellectually consistent 





ways, identifying the relationships 





between personality and cognitive 






functioning, reading text and 






references.




Evaluation:
List characteristics of successful and 





unsuccessful readers.  Written 






examination on reading and personality.  





Develop, administer and evaluate results 





of a metacognitive inventory.



5.
Competency:
The student will identify the audition 





and visual skills and show their 






relationship to successful and 






unsuccessful reading achievement.




Activities &
Study drawings and trace the physical 


Experiences:
and neurological processes in hearing 





and seeing, identifying the integrative 





processes, read text and references.





Evaluation:
Lable drawings of the auditory and 





visual mechanisms with reading 






implications identified.  Written 






assignments and tests.



6.
Competency:
The student will make an analysis of the 





modalities of learning and the linkages 





between those modalities in the reading 





process.







Time:
6 lecture sessions









4 observation sessions




Activities &
Read text and references, preparation of 


Experiences:
lists of various modalities of learning 





and their linkages in the reading 






process, observation of children using 





more than one modality in learning to 





read.




Evaluation:
Preparation of a list of modalities 





of learning, showing integration 






between the various modes.  Written 





test.



7.
Competency:
The student will demonstrate a knowledge 





of the alphabetic nature of the written 





English language by interpreting the 





differences between word languages and 





alphabetic languages.  He will show how 





the child develops comprehension through 





a multileveled abstract symbol system.







Time:
6 lecture sessions









5 observation sessions




Activities &
Trace children's capacity for 



Experiences:
comprehending literature to the 






evaluation level; read text.




Evaluation:
Written test and written assignments.



8.
Competency:
The student will identify five major 





processes in creative reading and 






writing.  He will demonstrate a 






knowledge of each process by identifying 





them in children's writings.







Time:
6 lecture sessions









6 observation sessions




Activities &
Analysis of children's reading and 


Experiences:
writings.  Observation of children in 





creative writing processes; read text.




Evaluation:
Written report of observations; written 





test and written assignments.
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