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I.
Introductory Information:

A.
Department Name:  Elementary and Secondary Education

B.
Department Catalogue Number:  READ 210

C.
Course Title:  Literacy Corps:  Practicum in Adult Education

D.
Credits in Terms of Semester Hours:  3

E.
Clock Hours Per Week:  4

F.
Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  None

II.
Course Description

The course will provide Lock Haven University students with an understanding of the problem of adult illiteracy in the United States.  Students will study adult literacy curricula and tutoring models that have been used effectively by adult basic education and literacy programs.  Students will develop and implement tutoring plans with adult basic education students as part of a supervised practicum in the CIU Development Center for Adults or at other sites approved by the coordinator.  Students will be required to keep detailed electronic journals of tutorial sessions and, upon completion of the course, will prepare and present clinical reports.

III.
Exposition

A.
Objectives

The student will:

1.
Describe the scope and breadth of the problem of illiteracy in Clinton County, Pennsylvania, and throughout the United States through required class activities and examinations.

2.
Describe literacy programs that have been effective with minority and immigrant populations in Pennsylvania and throughout the United States.

3.
Explain the role of learning disabilities as contributing factors to the problem of adult illiteracy through required class activities and examinations.

4.
Explain the social and economic barriers faced by illiterate adults as well as the factors that affect literacy program recruitment and retention by preparing final written and oral reports.

5.
Review the basic principles that guide literacy and adult basic education initiatives by developing a list of guidelines as part of the final report.

6.
Conduct an informal reading assessment with an adult basic education student prior to beginning service as an adult literacy tutor.

7.
Analyze an adult basic education students reading and/or computational problems and recommend methods and materials that might be appropriate for overcoming the literacy/numeracy deficits prior to beginning service as an adult literacy tutor.

8.
Select appropriate instructional methods and materials to be used with adult learners through completion of a final report.

9.
Assess the readability level of selected materials using the appropriate computer software as part of the mid-term exam.

10.
Implement selected methods and materials, as required, with adult students based on specific identified needs prior to beginning service as an adult literacy tutor.

11.
Use informal assessment techniques to determine the progress of instruction and describe them in the final report.

12.
Access and use on-line resources including literacy related listservs and websites and describe those resources on the mid-term exam and in the final report.

13.
Demonstrate ways in which the application of technology as an educational and motivational tool can facilitate learning by utilizing selected software applications with adult literacy students.

B.
Activities and Requirements

The students will:

1.
Read, study, and discuss research on problems associated with adult illiteracy.

2.
Complete required readings focusing on the role of learning disabilities as they contribute to the problem of adult illiteracy.

3.
Complete required readings and attend lectures focusing on the social and economic implications of illiteracy and the factors affecting literacy program recruitment and retention.

4.
Prepare a list of principles to guide adult literacy tutors in working successfully with adult students.

5.
Study literacy curricula, remedial methods, and materials appropriate for use with adult learners.

6.
Select a formal evaluation instrument, conduct both a formal and informal assessment to measure the results of instruction.

7.
Participate in PAL Community Volunteer Tutor Training conducted by the Central Intermediate Unit Development Center for Adults.

8.
Select and/or develop specific activities which meet the needs of specific adult learners.

9.
Apply the Fry readability formula, using appropriate computer software, to selected instructional materials to determine the level of reading difficulty.

10.
Apply methods and instructional materials to the needs of adult learners and keep electronic journals of their experiences.

11.
Complete written examinations as required.

C.
Major Units and Time Allotted

1.
Introduction (Classroom, 2 weeks)

a.
Levels of Adult Illiteracy in Contemporary America

b.
Causes of Adult Illiteracy

c.
Literacy Networks in Pennsylvania

d.
The Pennsylvania Literacy Corps

e.
Ethical Standards in Adult Education

2.
Diagnosis and Remediation of the Adult Learner (Classroom, 2 weeks)

a.
Methods of Informal Diagnosis

b.
The Literacy Volunteers of American and Laubach Methods

c.
Methods and Materials Used for Instruction

d.
Developing a Plan for Instruction

e.
Utilizing Confidential Student Files

f.
Understanding and Working with Adult Learners

g.
The Role of the Tutor Coordinator

h.
Responsibilities of the Volunteer Tutor

3.
Practicum with Adult Basic Education Students (Tutoring at CIU Development Center for Adults and/or Clinton County Prison, 9.5 weeks)

a.
Implementing Plans for Instruction with Adult Basic Education Students

b.
Revising Tutoring Plans as Necessary

c.
Maintenance of a Detailed Electronic Journal of each Tutorial Session

d.
Ongoing Evaluation of Adult Student Progress

e.
Final Written Evaluation and Oral Report

4.  Class meetings at mid-term and also during the final exam period for evaluation (1.5 weeks).

D.
Materials and Bibliography

Professional References:  #-Stevenson Library,   &-Instructor
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#-Rogers, A. (1996).  Teaching Adults.  Philadelphia, PA:  Open University Press.

#-Turner, T.C. (1993). Literacy and Machines:  An Overview of the Use of Technology In Adult Literacy Programs. (Technical Report TR93-3).  Philadelphia:  University of Pennsylvania, National Center on Adult Literacy.

&-Wagner, D.A. (ed.). (1990).  The Future of Literacy in a Changing World.  New York:  Pergamon Press.
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Electronic References:

Carter, J. Eastern Literacy Information and Communication System (LINCS)

     <http://hub1.worlded.org>

Galbraith, A. Outreach and Technical Assistance Network (OTAN)

     <http://www.scoe.otan.dni.us>

General Education Development (GED) Testing Service

     <http://www.acenet.edu/programs/calec/ged/about.html

Harvey, F. National Center for the Study of Adult Learning and Literacy
     <http://hugse1.harvard.edu/~ncsall>

Hinman, L. Adult Basic and Literacy Education Network (ABLE Net)

     <http://www.lhup.edu/~ablenet>

National Adult Literacy Database (NALD)

     <http://www.nald.ca>

National Center on Adult Literacy (Literacy Online)

     <http://litserver.literacy.upenn.edu>

National Institute for Literacy (NIFL-LD Forum)

     <http://novel.nifl.gov/nifl-ld>

PBS Literacy Link

     <http://www.psb.org/literacy>

Reiff, T. Bureau of Adult Basic and Literacy Education (ABLESite)

     <www.cas.psu.edu/docs/pde/able/ablesite.html>


Standards

Students will be evaluated and graded in accordance with University grading policy.

Evaluation will include:

•mid-term exam; 

•final written report; 

•final oral report; 

•practicum evaluation; and 

•practicum journal.

IV.
Rationale and Impact

This course is affiliated with the Pennsylvania Literacy Corps Project sponsored by the Pennsylvania Department of Education and is open to all Lock Haven University students.  The Literacy Corps Project is a cooperative effort between Lock Haven University and the Central Intermediate Unit Development Center for Adults in Clinton County.  The purpose of the Literacy Corps Project is to train college students to work as volunteer tutors with local adults who are enrolled in Pennsylvania Department of Education funded Adult Basic and Literacy Education programs at the Central Intermediate Unit Development Center for Adults.  It is anticipated that this experience will become a foundation for lifelong community service and will also enhance awareness and understanding of the problem of adult illiteracy in the United States.

V.
Cost and Staff Analysis

Costs for staffing, equipment, instructional materials, supply and travel will be funded by the Literacy Corps Grant.  The course instructor, university coordinator and tutorial coordinator will be paid by grant funds.  The course will be offered during both the fall and spring semesters.  
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