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I.
Introductory Information

A.
Department:
Foundation Studies in Education


B.
Course Number:
READ 410


C.
Course Title:
Contemporary Issues in Reading Education and Literacy


D.
Semester Hours Credit:
3


E.
Clock Hours Per Week:
3 Lectures







2 Practicums


F.
Restrictions on Student Registration:



Prerequisites:
3 credits in reading or permission of instructor

II.
Course Description


This course is designed to help the student synthesize into a unified whole a concept of literacy and reading in the school and society.  Additionally, effort will be made to have students understand the international implications of literacy with special emphasis on the place in the world of English as a universal language.  Students will undertake the study of new developments in school reading programs such as literature based reading instruction, whole language instruction and the holistic approaches.  The will also study the programs and methods used on the international scene such as the literature-based reading program of New Zealand. 



Research in the area of adult literacy and literacy programs at every level in many societies will be explored.  Special attention will be given to programs aimed at the adult illiteracy problem in the United States.  Comparisons will be made to the same phenomenon in other societies.



Also, students will study state of the art programs directed toward the literacy needs of minority populations within the United States.  Special emphasis will be placed on developing an understanding of the diverse cultural and socioeconomic forces that influence literacy education within minority populations.

III.
Exposition

A.
Objectives


The student will:



1.
Identify  the scope and breadth of literacy problems both on the national and 

international level.



2.
Demonstrate a knowledge of current research in the area of adult literacy and 

reading instruction.



3.
Research the impact of special literacy programs.



4.
Develop and demonstrate strategies for improving reading instruction.



5.
Show a knowledge of international adult literacy and reading programs.



6.
Demonstrate a knowledge of exemplary adult literacy programs and reading 

education programs.



7.
Identify exemplary reading programs presently used and demonstrate in schools 

throughout the United States.



8.
Demonstrate a knowledge of literacy programs that have successfully reached 

minority populations in the United States.


B.
Activities and Requirements



1.
Demonstrate knowledge on written tests, papers, and through oral reports of 

research in contemporary publications.



2.
Participate in class discussions.



3.
Complete assigned library research.



4.
Complete a term project on which will be demonstrated a knowledge of some 

aspect of reading and literacy.

C.
Major Units and Time Allotted

Specific competencies to be attained, experiences and activities through which they will be reached and their mean of evaluation.



1.
Competency:
Students will define literacy as it pertains to children and adults.




Activities & 
Students will research the terms literacy and reading and develop 

Experiences:
definitions of the terms as the basis for the program of study in 



this course.




Evaluation:
Define in writing the terms literacy and reading.
(3 hours)


2.
Competency:
The student will demonstrate an understanding of problems of 



literacy in the United States and abroad.




Activities &
Research in professional journals, governmental publications, 

Experiences:
research bulletins and curriculum guides.




Evaluation:
Oral reports in class session. (8 hours)


3.
Competency:
The student will demonstrate a knowledge of research identifying 



successful and promising programs of instruction.




Activities &
Student will search recent publications which report new 


Experiences:
developments in instruction that show success in improving 



reading instruction and literacy.




Evaluation:
Class presentation of research in the area of literacy.  (7 hours)



4.
Competency:
Student will identify special programs 







of instruction that have demonstrated success in increasing 




literacy among children and adult literacy.




Activities &
Students will read reports and curriculum guides of programs that 


Experiences:
have shown promise of increased literacy.




Evaluation:
Written report on each of the identified literacy programs.     

                             


(9 hours) 



5.
Competency:
Student will demonstrate a knowledge of 







reading instruction programs of societies other than that of the 




United States.




Activities &
A study will be made of the English reading instruction guides of 


Experiences:
other countries.




Evaluation:
An oral report will be made of the findings.  (6 hours)


6.
Competency:
Based on research reports, the student will demonstrate a 





knowledge of 
successful reading strategies for increasing 





literacy.




Activities &
Student will search the recent literature to identify reported 


Experiences:
successful strategies for increasing literacy.




Evaluation:
Strategies will be demonstrated in class.  (6 hours)

7.
Competency:
Student will be able to explain and demonstrate what is meant by 

an exemplary and successful program of reading and literacy.




Activities &
Student will locate and study several exemplary programs.  These 


Experiences:
will have demonstrated success among minorities, and 





mainstream citizens.




Evaluation:
Student will explain in writing at least two programs of 





demonstrated success.   (3 hours)


8.
Competency:
Students will demonstrate a knowledge of literacy programs 

directed toward minorities in the United States.




Activities &
A study will be made of the literacy needs of communities and 


Experiences:
literacy programs that have been successful in addressing these 




needs.




Evaluation:
An oral report will be made of the findings.  (3 hours)
D.
Bibliography and Materials


Note:  Additional resources to be used include current issues of the following journals.



1.
Adult Education Quarterly 



2.
American Educational Research Journal


3.
Harvard Education Review


4.
Journal of Education Psychology 



5.
Journal of Experimental Psychology 



6.
Journal of Reading 



7.
Journal of Reading Behavior


8.
Journal of Research and Development in Education

     
9.
Language Arts 


    
10.
New Zealand Journal of Educational Studies 


    
11.
Reading Research Quarterly 


    
12.
The Reading Teacher 


    
13.
Review of Education Research 


    
14.
U.S. Department of Education Research Bulletins
IV.
Standards

A.
Written Examinations


20%


B.
Assignment Reports


40%


C.
Class Participation


15%


D.
Term Projects



25%
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