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I. Introductory Information


(A)  Department Name: Art


(B)  Department Catalog Number:  ART100





(C)  Course Title: Understanding  Art


(D)  Semester Hours of Credit:  3


(E)  Clock Hours Per Week:  3


(F)  Overlays:  None 


(G)  Restrictions upon Student Enrollment:  None

II. Description of the Course 


A.  Catalog Description:  Introduces students to the world of art both past and 
present. Explores the essential ideas of art and examines them in concrete form 
using examples from diverse times and cultures. Stresses understanding art as a 
universal human creative impulse by studying its forms in a variety of aesthetic 
and cultural contexts.  Fulfills the General Education requirement for art.  

III.  Exposition


A.  Objectives: Upon completion of the course students will be able to do the 
following:



1. Analyze works of art.



2. Identify various media and explain techniques and procedures involved.



3. Identify and discuss traditional themes in art and their meaning.



4. Demonstrate understanding of the interrelationship between art and 


     culture from a diverse array of societies.



5. Critically respond to works of art.


B.  Activities and Requirements:



1.  Students will read the text and assigned readings for the course.



2.  Students will attend lectures and view images through various media 
 
    
     of artworks representative of major trends, historical movements, or 
                  
     
     global artistic traditions.



3.  Students will participate in class discussions.





4.  Students will write analysis papers based on observations of artwork.


C. Major Units and Time Allotted:



1. Definitions and purposes of art



  6 hours



2. Major themes in art





  6 hours



3. The Language of Art: visual and stylistic analysis

  9 hours



4. Artistic forms, mediums and techniques


12 hours



5. Historical movements and their significance

12 hours








Total

45 hours

D.  Materials and Bibliography



1. Suggested textbooks may include:


 Adams, Laurie S. The Making and Meaning of Art. Upper Saddle River, NJ: 


Pearson/ Prentice Hall, 2007.


 Fichner-Rathus, Lois. Understanding Art, 7th ed. Boston, MA: Wadsworth, 


Cengage Learning 2010. 


2. Other materials may include: 


Slides, video disks, DVDs and other digital sources of images

  

3. Bibliographic Support


Adams, Laurie S. A History Western Art, 4th ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: 



Pearson/ Prentice Hall, 2007.



_____Art:21 Art in the 21st Century. New York, NY: Harry N. Abrams, 2001.

Fineberg, J.  Art Since 1940. 2nd ed.  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2000.


Gombrich, E.L.  The Story of Art. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2001.

Honor, H. Fleming J.  The Visual Arts: A History.  6th ed. Upper Saddle River, 


NJ: Prentice Hall, 2002.  


Janson, H.W. History of Art. 5th ed. New York, NY: Harry N. Abrams, Inc. 2005.


Johnson, Paul.  Art: A New History, New York, NY: Harper Collins, 2003. 

Kemp. The Oxford Dictionary of Western Art. New York, NY: Oxford University 


Press, 2000. 

Kleiner, Mamaya.  Gardner’s Art through the Ages. 2nded. Boston, MA: 



Wadsworth, Cengage Learning, 2010.


Lazzari, Margaret, & Dona Schlesier.  Exploring Art, A Global, Thematic 



Approach. 2nd ed. Boston, MA: Wadsworth, 
Cengage Learning 2005.

La Plante, John D. Asian Art. 3rd ed. Dubuque, IA: Wm. C. Brown, Pub. 1992.


Lee, Sherman. Far Eastern Art. 5th ed. New York, NY: Harry N. Abrams, 1994.

Sayre, Henry.  A World of Art. Revised 4th ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson/ 


Prentice Hall, 2004.


Sporre, Dennis The Creative Impulse. 4th ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice 


Hall, 2004.

Stokstad, Marylin.  Art History. Revised ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice 


Hall/ Abrams, 2004.

Stiles,  Kristine,  & Peter Selz. Theories and Documents of Contemporary Art. 


Berkeley, CA, University of California, Berkeley,1996.

Wilkins, David D. & Bernard. Shultz.  Art Past, Art Present.  5th ed. Upper Saddle 

River, N.J: Pearson/ Prentice Hall, 2004. 

Wolford, John. Great Themes in Art. Upper Saddle River, N.J: Pearson/ Prentice 

Hall, 2002.

Zelanski, Paul, & Mary Fisher.  The Art of Seeing.  6th ed., Upper Saddle River, 


N.J: Pearson/ Prentice Hall, 2005. 
IV. Standards and Assessment


Grades will be in accordance with university policy and will be based on student 
performance on exams and assignments.

VI.  Rationale and Impact


A.  The rationale for this course is to provide a class that is oriented toward 
general education and art appreciation. This course is intended to replace an art 
historical survey (currently offered for gen. ed.) which employs methods and 
standards beyond the majority of students’ expectation of general education, and 
which has proven difficult to teach effectively in large sections. This course has 
been developed to appropriately meet the needs of the general education 
curriculum for art. The structure, criteria and assessment methods are designed 
specifically to stimulate and measure student achievement of general knowledge 
and critical understanding of art, and 
to foster interest in lifelong learning of the 
subject.  


B. The course is a General Education course designed for non-majors.  


C.  A positive impact on the art history survey course required for the art major is 
anticipated as it may subsequently be further refined and focused towards goals 
and outcomes appropriate to the major.  It is anticipated that the course will 
enable the art department to support the university’s goals for general education 
and student retention more efficiently.  No other existing departments or programs 
will be 
affected. 

VII. Cost and Staff Analysis


A. This course may be offered with existing faculty and is not anticipated to add 
significant cost to the university. If additional supportive materials are needed 
(e.g. slide images) they will be acquired through economical means. Due to the 
more general nature of the course material it is anticipated that the course may be 
taught by all art faculty on a rotation basis.


B. The course will be offered every semester.

