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Humanities Seminar: Art Studies in American Museums

I.
Introduction Information:


(A) 
Art

(B)
Department Catalog Number: ART628

(C)
Course Title: Humanities Seminar- Art Studies in American Museums

(D)
Semester Hours of Credit: 3 s. h.


(E) 
Clock hours per week, NA


(F) 
Overlays: None

(G)
Restrictions Upon New Student Enrollment:


This course is open to students with or pursuing a graduate degree.

II.
Description of the Course:

Designed to give students the experience of the arts present in American museums. Using special exhibitions and museums as a classroom, the course will cover selected topics such as Women Artists Working in America or French Influence on the Art and Architecture of America at different museum settings. Selected works will be discussed and analyzed with a concentration on art, historic significance and culture.  

III.
Exposition:

A.  Objectives: Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the 


following:

1.
demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of the correlation between art and culture.

2.
participate in aesthetic encounters with culturally diverse art objects displayed in museums.

3.
analyze artworks, their influences and their historic relevance.

4.
articulate the cultural influences that direct works of art and how works of art influence culture.

5.
develop and lead discussions on works of art from a selected group of topics.

6.
examine and respond critically to original works of art in situ.

7.   demonstrate numbers 1,3,4,6 above through work with peers and faculty that can 
be evaluated through established criteria as possessing a clear understanding of 
the works covered and their connection with the established topic.

B.  Activities and Requirements

1. Based on current aesthetic standards the class will develop criteria for evaluating diverse works of art and architecture, including historic and cultural influences, from the topic selected.

2. Students will use preliminary meetings to review general trends in art periods.   

3. Students will research artists’ oeuvre, relevant art criticism and historic context and offer subjective and objective analysis based on prior research. This research will be based on readings and specific learning sessions.

4.
The class will visit historic, cultural and museum sites in America and examine relevant works.

5.
Students will evaluate and respond to works of art displayed at such museums as The National Gallery of Art and Sculpture Garden, The Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, The African Art Museum, The Asian Art Museum and The American Art Museum. 


C.  Major Units and Time Allocations:

1.
Introduction, course description, definitions of Art, Aesthetics, 

Culture, and Historic influence………………………………………..........4 hours


      2.
Research learning session.……………………….……………………........3 hours

      3.
Overview of Historic and Cultural influences within the selected topics......4 hours

4.
Introduction of works to be discussed and strategies to lead effective discussions………………………………………………………….............4 hours

5. View selected works at museums such as The National Gallery of Art and Sculpture Garden, The Museum of American Art, The Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, The Museum of African Art and The Museum of Asian Art and student led discussions….............................................................................30 hours

D. Material and Bibliography:


      1. Suggested textbook: At the discretion of the faculty.


      2. Other materials: none


      3. Bibliographic support:

Archer, M.Art Since 1960. New York, Thames and Hudson, 1997.

Arnason, H., Prather, M. History of Modern Art. New York: Harry N. Abrams, Inc. and Englewood Cliffs: Prentice Hall, Inc., 1998.

Chadwick, Whitney. Women. Art and Society. New York: Thames and Hudson.1990. 

Curtiss, D. Visual Literacy. Englewood: Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1987.

Garber, E. “Feminism Aesthetics and Art Education.”,  1992.

Hartt, Frederick N., History of Italian Renaissance Art: Painting. Sculpting.

Architecture. 4th ed. rev, by D.Wilkins. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice-Hall, 1994.


      Haskell, B. The American Century Art and Culture 1900-1950. New York, Norton, 1999.

Haskell, B. The American Century Art and Culture 1950-2000. New York, Norton, 2000.

Heller, Nancy. Momen Artists. Abbeville Press, 2003.

Lucie- Smith, E. Movements in Art Since 1945. London, Thames Hudson, 2001.

                  Marzona, D. Conceptual Art. London, Taschen, 2005.

McAllister, J. Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden. Washington, D.C., 1997.

Myers, J. F. The Language of Visual Art. Chicago: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1989.

Rader, M. A Modern Book of Aesthetics. New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1989.

Rosenthal, M. Understanding Installation Art. New York, Prestel, 2005.
Ross, S. D. An Anthology of Aesthetic Theory. New York: State University of New York Press, 1987.

Taylor, B. Contemporary Art. Upper Saddle River, N.J. Pearson, Prentice Hall, 2005.

Wainwright, Geoffrey. The Henge Monument: Ceremony and Society in Prehistoric

Britain. London: Thames & Hudson, 1990.


      Weintraub, L. Art On the Edge and Over. Litchfield Conn., Art Insights, 2004.

Wittkower, Rudolf. Architectural Principles in the Age of Humanism. 4th ed. London:   Academy, 1988.

Wren, Linnea H. Perspectives on Western Art (Vol. II). New York: Harper Collins Publishers, Inc. (Icon Editions), 1986.

Wren, Linnea H. ed. Perspectives on Western Art (Vol. 1): Source Documents and Readings from Antiquity to the Middle Ages. New York: Harper Collins Pub. 1994.
IV.
Standards:

Components of the grade will include the following:

1. The student will complete all of the basic course requirements, in addition to a final paper.


2. Students will attend and participate in introductory lectures.


3. Students will attend a group trip to American museums.


     
4. Students will actively participate in aesthetic discussions.


5. Students will prepare and lead a discussion on selected works of art.

The criteria for evaluation and grading will be in accordance with the university policy that corresponds to course requirements (IUB.)

V.
Rationale and Impact:


A. This course will enable students to experience the original works of art in American 
Museums in cities such as Washington, D.C. By viewing the art and special exhibitions, 
students will be able to more fully relate to, and be enriched by the works of art.


B. This course is designed for undergraduate and graduate students, and area educators 
returning to take graduate courses.


C. This syllabus will enhance existing academic programs and departments by 
broadening external learning experience offerings and advancing the Master of Liberal 
Arts curriculum.

VI.
Cost and Staffing Needs:


A. The course will be offered with existing faculty as a summer course offering.  
Departmental budget will cover faculty expenses. Additionally the University will need 
to assist in the transport, by van, of the group of students to and from Washington, D.C.


B. It is expected that this course will be offered one time per year.

VII. Date approved by University President


------------------------------------




---------------------------------


Dr. Keith Miller, President




Date


Lock Haven University
