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A completed cover sheet and the first page of the course syllabus must accompany a proposal for a course to fulfill a general education overlay requirement. For each criterion list from the course syllabus the objectives and activities that fulfill it.  Provide examples of actions, procedures, or exercises that illustrate how each criterion will be met.  All bullets of the criteria must be met.  Please type.  (This does not replace the UCC Proposal Cover Sheet.)

Criteria for Information Literacy (IL)
The purpose is to help students develop critical thinking skills and technical skills that enable them to access, evaluate, and use information to solve problems, answer questions, and meet informational needs.

	Criteria
	Course Objectives and Activities

	· Define the information task, recognize when information is needed, understand various types of information, and identify specific information needs.
	Objective 3.  Activity 4 on Syllabus.

Writing assignments and a term project will require that information be defined, understood and needs met.



	· Develop information-seeking strategies, identify types of sources needed, identify major concepts and key words, develop search strategies for locating specific information.
	Objective 3.  Activity 4 on Syllabus

One class period is devoted to library instruction on information seeking strategies and the specifics of government document searching.  A detailed presentation by a staff librarian, who has special expertise in government documents and legal resource documents, is given early in the semester.  Students then apply this knowledge to complete course assignments such as take-home problems and their individual term project.



	· Develop technical skills needed to search for and access information using traditional and electronic sources to locate and retrieve information, and to organize and store information in correct and searchable formats.
	· Objective 3.  Activity 4 on Syllabus

One class period is devoted to library instruction on information seeking strategies and the specifics of government document searching.  A detailed presentation by a staff librarian, who has special expertise in government documents and legal resource documents, is given early in the semester.  Students then apply this knowledge and use traditional paper and electronic information to complete take-home assignments and their individual term project.



	· Evaluate information using critical thinking skills; determine relevance, authority, completeness, bias, and accuracy of information; distinguish among opinion, reasoned argument, and fact; and understand the concept of intellectual property and copyright.
	Objectives 1, 2, 3 and 4.  Activities 1, 3 and 4.

The primary text provides some discussion of authority and  the quality of sources of information as do instructor and guest lectures on each major piece of environmental legislation discussed.

The librarian presentation also emphasizes relevance and authority of information found.  Students are asked to specifically address possible bias and accuracy of information in their term project oral presentation.


	· Synthesize information, integrate new information with previously known information, organize total information into a comprehensive whole.
	Objectives 3 and 4.  Activities 4 and 5.

In-class assignments require synthesis of information on specific topics under study.

The semester-long term project requires independent research and synthesis and integration of new information to supplement what has been learned in class.  A comprehensive regulatory review of the chosen piece of state  environmental legislation is presented to the class the last class period of the relevant unit of study.



	· Communicate information; present information to others in written, oral, or electronic form.
	Objectives 1and 4.  Activity 5.

Throughout the semester, students work in-class in groups and report  to the entire class what they have done.  

The semester- long research project is communicated to the class by oral presentation, typically using the framework of  PowerPoint electronic presentation software.

Each student must also produce a research paper in scientific-review format.




