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To: 
Arts & Science Curriculum Committee
From: 
Jacqueline M. Whitling, Chair, Department of Chemistry
Re: 
Elimination of Calculus 3 (Math243) from B.S. Chemistry degree requirements
Date:
October 3, 2008
Upon review of the revised American Chemical Society-Committee on Professional Training (ACS-CPT) guidelines and recommendations from the ACS-CPT consultant who performed a site-visit this spring, the Department of Chemistry proposes the removal of Calculus 3 (Math243) from the B.S. Chemistry degree requirements and places these three credits into the free electives (see attached revised degree checklist). The guidelines in heading I, section 5.7 states “Certified graduates must complete course work equivalent to two semesters of calculus and two semesters of physics with laboratory.” This change would apply to all newly enrolled majors and currently enrolled majors.
Removal of a required three credit course from the current degree will give greater flexibility when students are choosing free electives. For example, a student with an interest in the field of Biochemistry might be directed to take Principles of Biology I and II. A student with an interest in Physical Chemistry might be directed to take Calculus 3 or Differential Equations. Also, it would allow students who require greater preparation in mathematics before beginning the chemistry program to do so and still complete the degree requirements in a reasonable timeframe. Currently, the B.S. in Chemistry only has five semester hours allotted to free electives. This change would increase the number to eight semester hours.
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