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To: 
UCC
From: 
Jacqueline M. Whitling, Chair, Department of Chemistry
Re: 
Revisions to BS Chemistry degree
Date:
November 12, 2009
Upon review of the revised American Chemical Society-Committee on Professional Training (ACS-CPT) guidelines and recommendations from the ACS-CPT consultant who performed a site-visit, the Department of Chemistry proposes the removal of CHEM330 (Chemical Literature) and CHEM404 (Spectroscopic Methods of Determination) as core requirements for the B.S. Chemistry degree and the return of these courses to the list of electives in chemistry.
The majority of the topics required by the ACS-CPT that are taught in Chemical Literature are assessed within other chemistry courses. With the removal of the BS Biology/Chemistry DNA Forensics track, there are no other programs that require this course. Spectroscopic Methods of Analysis was formerly an elective but was moved to the core requirements as one of the courses with a physical chemistry pre-requisite. Now that the ACS-CPT no longer stipulates this requirement, we’d like to return it to the electives category.

Both courses will be offered as electives in a rotation with the other courses. The core requirements will reduce from 44 to 40 credits and the electives in chemistry will increase from 5 to 9 credits. A revised checksheet is attached reflecting these changes. 
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