TO:

The Arts and Science Curriculum Committee



and



The University Curriculum Committee

FROM:
The Department of Communication

DATE:

October 15, 2008

SUBJECT:
Proposal to limit JOUR 369 Communication Media Internship to 3 credits

The Communication Media program currently has a policy that allows students majoring in the program to complete a maximum of 6 internship credits that will count as Communication Media electives.  Following university policy, students are allowed to complete as many as 15 credits of internship; however, our internal policy stipulates that only 6 of those credits can be counted as Communication Media electives (the rest count as general education electives).

The faculty of the Communication Media program, with the support of the Department of Communication, propose to change this program policy, so that a maximum of 3 internship credits will count as Communication Media electives.  

The reason for this proposal is that students appear to be using this opportunity to avoid taking courses in the major.  That act—to load up on internship credits in lieu of undertaking coursework—weakens the intellectual integrity of the program because  students are graduated with lesser knowledge in the discipline.  

We continue to believe an internship is vital to the success of students majoring in Communication Media, and we encourage all majors to take an internship.  We believe a 3-credit JOUR 369 internship is sufficient to give our students the experience in a professional setting needed for career advancement.  Furthermore, this proposed policy would not limit the student's internship experience, because the student may choose to spend more than the 120 hours minimum required on-site for a 3-credit internship (40 hours per credit).  The student may also undertake more than 3 credits of internship, and the additional credits beyond the 3 credits of JOUR 369 would count as general education electives.  Our program allows 18 general education elective credits.  
