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Communication and Philosophy

 Environmental Journalism (Jour 300)
I. Introductory Information

(A) Department Name: Communication and Philosophy

(B) Department Catalog Number:  Jour 300
(C) Course Title: Environmental Journalism
(D) Semester Hours of Credit: 3 Hours

(E) Clock Hours Per Week: 3 Hours
(F) Overlays:  Writing Emphasis and External Experience
(G) Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  Completion of Jour290 or permission of instructor.
II. Description of the Course

A. Catalog description: Presents the writing techniques students need to communicate simply and effectively for the media about science, environment, health and medical topics.
B. Comprehensive description: 

III: Exposition

A. Objectives:  Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:


1. Illustrate critical thinking and writing skills using scientific and technical information. 
2. Demonstrate comprehension of how scientific information is communicated to the public.

3. Interpret scientific theories and conflicting scientific data for the public.  


4. Evaluate important scientific data and its relevance in the public sphere.


5. Demonstrate comprehension of the role and complexities of the delivery of risk communication.

6. Critically evaluate arguments regarding the use of the media to protect environmental interests.  

B. Activities and Requirements: Students will be expected to read, attend class, participate in class discussions, and successfully write publishable news and feature stories. Students will be expected to attend numerous activities outside of the classroom (such as news conferences, hearings, community meetings, etc.) in order to complete assignments.
C. Major Units and Time Allotted:  


I.  Science literacy






Hrs.


A. Identifying issues




  
  6
B. Translate specialized information for the 
    public

                                6 


II.  Statistical claims and controversies


    



A.  Verifying and evaluating information

  6

B.  Risk communication                              6


a. health risks

     b. numbers reporting


III.  Government regulation




  3

   IV.  Local issues
 





  6



V.   State issues






  6


VI.  International issues





  6







  

D. Materials and Bibliography

1. Suggested textbooks: Blum, D., Knudson, M., & Henig, R. M. (2006). A Field Guide for Science Writers. New York: Oxford University Press.
2. Other materials:  None required.

3. Bibliographic support:
Cohn, V. and Cope, L. (2001). News and Numbers: A Guide to Statistical Claims and Controversies in Health and Related Fields, 2nd ed., Ames, Iowa:  Blackwell Publishing. 

El-Ashry, M. T. and MacKenzie, J. J.(1988). Ill Winds: Airborne Pollution’s Toll on Trees and Crops. Washington, DC: World Resources Institute.

Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Air and Radiation(1995). The Inside Story: A Guide to Indoor Air Quality. EPA Document Number 402-K-93-007. Washington, DC. 

Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Air Quality Planning and Standards, (1996, 1997). National Air Quality and Emissions Trends Report. EPA Document Number 454/R-97-013. Washington, DC. 

Environmental Protection Agency Office of Air Quality Planning and Standards (1997). Regional Approaches to Improving Air Quality. EPA document number EPA/451-K-97-001. Research Triangle Park, NC. 
Gannett Center for Media Studies (1990, Summer). Covering the Environment, Vol. 4, No. 3. New York, NY:  Gannett Center for Media Studies and the Gannett Foundation.
Godish, T. (1997). Air Quality, 3rd edition.  Boca Raton, FL:  Lewis Publishers.
Jarmul, D. (1991). Headline News, Science Views. Washington, DC: National Academy Press.
Lave, L. and Seskin, E. (1977). Air Pollution and Human Health. Baltimore, MD:  Johns Hopkins University Press.
Montgomery S. (2003).  The Chicago Guide to Communicating Science.  Illinois: Chicago:  University of Chicago Press.

National Research Council. (1986). Environmental Tobacco Smoke: Measuring Exposures and Assessing Health Effects. Washington, DC: National Academy Press. 
Natural Resources Defense Council. (1997). Our Children at Risk: The Five Worst Environmental Threats to Their Health by Internet. http://www.nrdc.org.

Needleman, H. M, and Landrigan,P., MD. (1994). Raising Children Toxic Free. New York, NY: Farrar, Straus and Giroux
Nichols, M.D. and Young, S. (1991). The Amazing L.A. Environment: A Handbook for Change. Los Angeles, CA: Living Planet Press. 
Prato, L. (1991). Covering the Environmental Beat: An Overview for Radio and TV Journalists. Washington, DC: Environmental Reporting Forum.

Quarles, J. and Lewis, W.H.  (1990). The New Clean Air Act: A Guide to the Clean Air Program as Amended in 1990. Washington, DC: Morgan, Lewis & Bockius.
Regulating Smog and Particle Air Pollution: An Integrated Approach. (1997). EPA document number EPA-456/F-97-003. Washington, DC: Environmental Protection Agency Office of Air and Radiation. 
Tuchman, J.M. (1991). Preserving the Global Environment: The Challenge of Shared Leadership. New York, NY: W.W. Norton.
West, Bernadette, Peter M. Sandman, and Michael R. Greenberg. (1994). The Reporters Environmental Handbook. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press.
IV. Standards: Students will be assessed according to university policy on the basis of performance in activities such as class discussions, written assignments, and tests. 
V. Rationale and Impact: 
A.  An informal survey of communication media students revealed that there is an interest, particularly among students with an emphasis in print journalism, in reporting about science, health, and the environment. 
Students’ interests reflect public discussion as the protection and sustainability of the environment and its natural resources is one of the most important issues of the 21st century. Politicians, lawyers, activists, citizens, lobby and stakeholders struggle to understand relevant scientific information about natural resource management.
None of the information about the deterioration and protection of the environment is relevant unless it is effectively communicated and understood by the public.  This course will prepare 21st century media practitioners to critically analyze, interpret and communicate relevant scientific data to the public and other stakeholders.

This course will increase students’ skill set and therefore their employment options upon graduation.

B.  This course is aimed to primarily serve communication media majors and students interested in the life sciences and natural resources.

C.  The methodology is critical analysis and practical application, which will be completed by a systematic process of reading, writing and discussion.  

VI. Cost and Staff Analysis:  

A.  No additional staff cost is necessary to teach this course.  

B.  Expected frequency and rotation:  One section every other academic year.   

VII. Date approved by University president:  
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