Request of General Education Overlay

External Experience (EE)

	Course #Jour300
	Title:  Environmental Journalism   
	3 sh    


A completed cover sheet and the first page of the course syllabus must accompany a proposal for a course to fulfill a general education overlay requirement. For each criterion list from the course syllabus the objectives and activities that fulfill it.  Provide examples of actions, procedures, or exercises that illustrate how each criterion will be met.  All bullets of the criteria must be met. Please type.  (This does not replace the UCC Proposal Cover Sheet.)

Criteria for External Experience

The purpose is to allow students to apply, exercise, and/or perform, in an educationally meaningful way and in a setting outside the classroom, skills and knowledge gained in the academic environment.

	Criteria
	Course Objectives and Activities

	· Students apply, exercise or perform, in an educationally meaningful way and in a setting outside the classroom skills and knowledge gained in the academic environment.
	To meet objectives #1and 2:

Students will demonstrate their ability to evaluate important scientific data and its relevance in the public sphere by attending public hearings, meetings or

events to gain knowledge of relevant environmental issues.  Students will then be required to translate the data they've gathered into a text suitable for a local media outlet such as the newspaper or radio.
      



	· All valid External Experiences must have an audience, a set of colleagues, or a group of beneficiaries that extends beyond the university classroom and typically beyond the university community.
	To meet objective # 4:

Beneficiaries for the media texts provided by student assignments include, but are not limited to, the general public who consume news and information through WLHU-FM, the Lock Haven Express, the Williamsport Sun Gazette, and the newsletters produced by the Kettle Creek, Beech Creek, and Sugar Valley Watershed Associations.



	· A faculty member in a discipline related to the experience must evaluate the EE.  The faculty member must be involved in identifying the activity as an external experience before it begins. EE cannot be identified retroactively.
	To meet objective #5:

The faculty member will identify the external experience activity before the semester begins. Possible external experience activities include science field trips, public forums, and local hearings.



	· One unit of EE is equivalent to a minimum of ten percent of the coursework for a three-credit course, or approximately 14 hours.
	Students will gain one unit of EE credit as they will be required to complete no less than 15 hours of out-of-the-classroom activities.  Activities will include, but are not limited to, attending meetings and seminars, conducting community-based research, and participating in expeditions to collect data.



