TO:

Arts and Science Curriculum Committee and the 

University Curriculum Committee

FROM:
Department of Communication and Philosophy

DATE:
4/3/2008

RE:

Revision to SPCH303: Argumentation and Debate

This course revision legitimates the current practices of Honor students receiving general education credit for Argumentation and Debate.  

Argumentation and Debate has been an Honor course for General Education for over 10 years but was not officially legitimized through the curricular process.  The course syllabus has always met each of the General Education requirements in Speech.  
If there are extra seats in the course, upperclass students who have an excellent academic record and can handle the upper-level course expectations can also find a seat to receive General Education Speech credit. 
Therefore, it would benefit both Honor students and exceptional upperclassmen to have Argumentation and Debate as an official General Education Speech course.
SPCH 303

ARGUMENTATION AND DEBATE
REVISED:  Spring 2008
I.
Introductory Information:

A.
Department name: Department of Communication and Philosophy

B. 
Departmental Catalog Number:  SPCH 303


C.
Course Title:  Argumentation and Debate


D.
Semester Hours of Credit:  3 s.h.


E.
Clock Hours Per Week:  3 hours


F. 
Overlays: Information Literacy


G.
Restrictions on student registration:  Restricted to students with a GPA of 3.2 or higher, or a 100-level SPCH course, or Permission of Instructor.  This course qualifies as a general education requirement in speech.  Students in the Communication Studies and Honors programs will have priority seating.
II.
Description of Course:


Designed to improve analytical skills in construction of arguments and the debating skills of defending those arguments, and to develop the critical listening skills needed to analyze and evaluate the arguments of others.  A study of the theories of argumentation and their practical application to debate.
III.
Exposition:


A.
Objectives:  The student should be able to do the following:

1. Select, research and develop ideas in a manner which demonstrates 


breadth of thought, critical power and imagination.

2. Prepare and present powerful debates by applying debate theory to current 

knowledge/research.

3. Organize ideas with an analytical and creative approach.
4. Use language effectively.

5. Demonstrate both the ability to adapt and a sense of responsibility in the 

relationships between self, message, and audience.

6. Demonstrate the ability to listen critically.

7. Develop basic skills in refuting opponents’ arguments and rebutting one’s own case.

8. Develop the ability to both give and to make use of specific, informed, and 

constructive criticism of debate arguments.


B.
Activities:


1.
Logic/critical thinking exercises


2.
Research presentations



3.
Judge debates and articulate thorough debate ballots



4.
Prepare, present, and defend strong debate cases



5. 
Attend and participate in class

C.
Major Units and Time Allotted:




1.
The Nature, Functions, and Types of Argument…………………….
3 hrs 



2.
The Proposition and Its Role in Argumentation……………………..3 hrs




3.
Researching, organizing, and constructing the argument/case………
3 hrs




4.
Reasoning, Evidence, and Refutation………………..………………6 hrs




5.
Effective Presentation (Debating, Judging, and Criticism)………….
3 hrs




6.
Practice Debates (value, policy, and analogy)……………………...27 hrs


D.
Materials and Bibliography



1.  Suggested textbooks

Epstein, R. L. (2002). Critical thinking. (2nd ed.). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.
Freeley, A. J. & Steinberg, D. L. (2005). Argumentation and debate. (11th ed.).  

Belmont, CA: 
Wadsworth.

Knapp, T. G. & Galizio, L. A. (1999). Elements of Parliamentary Debate: A 

guide to public argument. New York: Longman.



2. Bibliographic Support 
Capp, G. R. & Capp T. (1965). Principles of Argumentation and 
Debate.  Englewood Cliffs.



Ehninger, D. & Brockriede, W. (1963).  Decision by Debate.  New York.




Eisenberg, A. M. & Ilardo, J. A. (1967).  Argument (2nd ed.).  Belmont.




Freeley, A. J. (1996).  Argumentation and Debate  (9th  ed.).  Belmont, CA.




Hill, B. & Leeman, R. W. (1996).  The Art and Practice of Argument and 

Debate.
Mountain View, CA:  Mayfield.




Holliham, T. A. & Baaske, K. T. (1994).  Arguments and Arguing.  New 

York: St. Martin’s Press.




Keefe, C., Harte, T. B., & Norton, L. E. (1982).  Introduction to Debate.  New 

York:  MacMillian.




Kruger, A. N. (1960). Modern Debate.  New York.




Larson, C. V. (2004).  Persuasion (9th ed.).  Belmont, CA:  Wadsworth.




McBath, J. H.  (1965). Argumentation and Debate. New York.




Newman, R. P. & Newman, D. R. (1969).  Evidence.  Boston:  Houghton 




Mifflin.




Rieke, R. D. & Sillars, M. O. (1984).  Argumentation and the Decision 





Making Process.  (2nd ed.).  Glenview, IL:  Scott, Foresman.

Rieke, R. D. (1975).  Argumentation and the Decision Making Process.  New 

York.




Rottenberg, A. T. (1997). Elements of Argument (5th ed.).  Boston: Bedford 




Books.




Toulmin, S. (1964).  The Uses of Argument.  Cambridge University Press.




Toulmin, S., Rieke, R., & Tanik, A. (1979).  The Introduction to Reasoning.  




New York:  MacMillian.

IV.
Standards:

Students will be evaluated based on their ability to reflect an understanding of course concepts through respectful classroom participation, successful exercises/activities, competent debates, meaningful judging ballots, and informative research presentations.
V.
Rationale and Impact:

A.  Necessity of revision:  Based on an assessment of the Honor students, their ability to both register for Argumentation and Debate and the process to receive General Education credit for taking Argumentation and Debate is arduous.  An overwhelming majority of Honor students have experienced great dissatisfaction and have to personally coordinate this process with the course instructor, department chair, Honors Program staff, and Registrar.  The course has been an Honor course for General Education for over 10 years, and yet the students have difficulty registering for the course due to the prerequisite indicating that one must have SPCH102 prior to taking the course—ironic considering the student is taking Argumentation and Debate to replace SPCH102.  The students also have had difficulty receiving General Education Speech credit for the course because the syllabus was not officially designated as a General Education course—yet another additional step for the Honors Program staff and the Registrar. 


 
The course has always met the General Education requirements in Speech.  If there are extra seats in the course, upperclassmen that have an excellent academic record and can handle the upper-level course expectations can also find a seat to receive General Education Speech credit. 

B.  Class Audience:  Argumentation and Debate has been designed primarily for speech communication majors and students in the HONORS program, but the topics of the course have application for anyone wishing to build community and national social awareness, argumentation, and civil communication competence.  Students will develop communication skills and demonstrate the relationship between those skills and the students’ functioning effectively in their professional, social, and daily lives.

C.  Effect on Existing Academic Departments: The Argumentation and Debate course will help students develop general communication skills such as assertiveness, argumentation, critical thinking, decision-making, and persuasive public address, which they can transfer into other classes. The Communication Studies program requires majors to take this course as part of their core requirements.  Programs such as HONORS and Political Science/Pre-Law already designate this course as an elective for students to fulfill their program requirements.  Many other programs would also be enhanced through having students take Argumentation and Debate, such as Mass Communication, Criminal Justice and Paralegal Studies, English, Sociology, and Philosophy.  
VI. Cost and Staff Analysis
A. No additional staff or support costs are required.

B. Argumentation and Debate will be offered once a year or as needed.

VII. Date approved by University president
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