I.    Introductory Information

A. Department Name:  Communication Studies

B. Department Catalog Number:  SPCH 102
C. Course Title:  Fundamentals of Public Speaking

D. Semester Hours of Credit:  3

E. Clock Hours Per Week:  3 hours

F. Overlays:  IL

G. Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  None

  II.           Description of the Course
A. Catalog description: designed to develop the study and performance of speech as a means of communication, self-expression, and social control in a diverse society while incorporating theory and techniques of speaking and listening into a variety of speech activities.
B. Comprehensive description: students will learn to choose speech topics, research them, recognize appropriate material and organize and arrange the necessary information to present informative and persuasive speeches to an audience of their peers.  In order to accomplish this overarching goal, students are required to analyze all pertinent materials and to construct a presentation keeping in mind that every audience sees and interprets the world around them differently.

Students will learn to communicate effectively by using verbal and non-verbal signs and symbols to achieve mutual understanding. 

III.    Exposition 
A. Objectives: Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:
1. Understand the historical and theoretical basis of speech as a means of communication, self-expression, and social control in a democratic society.

2. Select, research, and develop ideas with breadth of thought, critical power, and imagination.

3. Organize ideas with an analytical and creative approach.

4. Understand audiences and create rapport.

5. Use a language style that is appropriate, vivid, and free from grammatical abuses.

6. Speak with good pronunciation and articulation.

7. Communicate with a body that is poised and free from distracting mannerisms.

8. Offer critical evaluation of speeches.

9. Demonstrate control of the speaking situation.

10. Perform effectively in a variety of formal and informal forms of communication.

B. Activities:
1. Discussions of the history and theory of speech as a means of communication, self-expression, and social control.

2. Discussions and practical performance assignments to develop skills in listening and speech evaluation.

3. Conference and classroom work sessions on voice, diction, language style, and bodily communication.
4. Discussions of theory, exploration of techniques and preparation of a variety of speeches. 
5. Presentation of a range of forms of oral communication:  informal speech situations, informative speeches that are conceptual in nature, persuasive speeches that are problem oriented.

C. Major Units and Time Allotted:

1. Define communication and public speaking.
    6 hours

a. historical background




   


    b. informative speech

                                              c. persuasive speech

                                              d. special occasion speech
2. Research                                                           
    9 hours

                                              a. selecting a topic 

                                              b. gathering material

                                              c. supporting ideas

                                              d. analyzing the audience

3. Organization




    9 hours

                                              a. outlining/structuring

                                              b. organizing the body 

                                              c. introductions and conclusions

4. Delivery





   15 hours

                                              a. verbal aspects

                                              b. non-verbal aspects

                                              c. visual aids

5. Critical analysis




    6 hours


                                              a. self-evaluation

                                              b. peer evaluation 








          c. teacher evaluation

D. Requirements:



  1.  Present speeches



         a.  persuasive




         b.  informative




2.  Pass exams




3.  Read assignments




4.  Evaluate Speeches




5.  Research speech topics




6.  Use nonverbal communication effectively
IV. Standards and Assessment

A. Standards


     Grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with University policy, and will be based upon student demonstration of a mastery of the course material through such means as speeches, exams, and homework.


   B. Assessment
 Written evaluations of speech presentations will be used to assess         objectives 3,4,5,6,7,9, and 10 in Section III A. 

Examinations will be used to assess objectives 1,2, and 3 in Section III A.
Homework assignments will be used to assess 1,3,4, and 5 in Section III A.


        Topic research will be used to assess 2,4,8, and 10 in Section III A.
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