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SPCH 328 Special topics in communication

I.  Introductory Information

A.  Departmental Name:  Communications and Philosophy

B.  Departmental Catalogue Number:  Spch 328

C.  Course Title:  Special Topics in Communication 

D.  Credits in Terms of Semester Hours:  3 Hours
E.  Clock Hours Per Week:  3 Hours
F.  Overlays:  None

G.  Restrictions:  100 level speech course or permission from the instructor
II. Description of Course:

A.  Catalog description:   A contextual or situational approach to communication studies with emphasis on investigation, analysis, and critique.  Topics might include, among others, political rhetoric in a presidential election, communication in the workplace, current issues in cross-cultural communication, modern trends in relationship development, and forensic methods for educators.

III. Exposition:

A. Objectives:  Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:
1. Demonstrate the ability to recognize and describe the communication processes that exist across cultural boundaries, thus generating ideas that add to our understanding of our own cultural heritage and that of others.
2. Demonstrate the ability to integrate course content and experiences into their own lives by using role-plays, service learning, and field experiences in order to function effectively in their professional, social and personal relationships.

3. Identify, analyze, and respond to various communicative interactions within a variety of contexts.
4. Demonstrate competency in interpreting historical and current theories orally and in writing.
    B.  Activities and Requirements:

Students will be expected to read, attend class, participate in discussions and    participate in activities such as making presentations, writing a series of essays or a major paper, and completing quizzes or tests.  These activities will be determined by the instructor based on course topic.  
C.    Major Units and Time Allotted:

Units are determined by the instructor, based on the topic of the course and will be brought before the department for approval.
D. Materials and Bibliography:

Suggested texts and supporting bibliography will be determined by the instructor, depending on the topic of the course.

IV. Standards:

Students will be graded according to university policy on the basis of performance in activities such as class discussions, an oral presentation, written assignments, and tests.
V. Rationale:

This course proposal will provide the Communications Studies program with the flexibility to design specific special topic courses for a variety of contexts related to cultural, social, interpersonal, professional, organizational, or intercultural situations.  As such, this course will allow students to investigate pertinent and provocative topics which will enhance their knowledge and critical thinking ability.  It will also permit the faculty to develop courses that relate to their current and future areas of scholarly research and professional expertise. 

VI. Cost and Staff Analysis:

No additional staff or cost is necessary to teach this course.

VII. Date approved by University president:
________________          _______________________________________

