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Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania

Lock Haven, Pennsylvania

Department of Criminal Justice
American Gangs: History, Identification and Interdiction
I.
Introductory Information
A.
Department Name: 
Criminal Justice
B.
Department Catalog Number: CRJS 259 

C.
Course Title:  American gangs: History, Identification and Interdiction
D.
Semester Hours of Credit: 3
E.
Clock Hours Per Week:  3
F.
Overlays: None 

G.
Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  Enrollment is limited to criminal justice majors who have completed CRJS 102 and SOCI 101.
II.
Description of the Course
A. Catalog description: A study of the social and cultural history of American gangs including the influence and relationship between national, regional and local adult and juvenile gangs. Includes evaluation of gang identification and membership with emphasis on their impact on crime. Emphasis is placed on growing concern within the criminal justice community of the influence and spread of youth gangs and growing hybridization and migration of gangs in terms of location, member diversity and organization. 
III. Exposition
A. Objectives:  Upon completion of this course student will be able to do the following:
1. Describe and explain the social and cultural evolution of American Gangs.

2. Define gang (from a criminological perspective). 

3. Relate patterns of gang identification, socialization, organization and member identity with contemporary national, regional and local gangs and sets. 
4. Accurately assess measurement of the current “gang problem” as documented in the literature. 

5. Demonstrate an understanding of gang criminology. 

6. Examine and critique law enforcement efforts to measure both gang membership and gang related problems (i.e. criminal activity). 

7. Understand gang intervention as an integrated law enforcement and community response. 

8. Identify current trends in gang hybridization and modernization. 

9. Demonstrate an in-depth understanding of the youth gang problem. 
B. Activities and Requirements: Student performance will be measured against the objectives in Section A and will be assessed through the following. 

1. Completion of assignments and readings. 

2. Class participation, successful scores on examinations and quizzes.

3. Completion of a major research project (either individually or in groups) on the criminology of gangs.

C. Major Units and Time Allotted:
Topic  






Time Allotted

The Social and Cultural History of American Gangs
6 hours

The Gang Sub-Culture




3 hours
Gang Membership





2 hours

Gang Identification





2 hours

Gang Organization





2 hours

Gang Criminology





4 hours

Assessing and Measuring Gang Activity


3 hours

National, Regional and Local Gangs and Sets

3 hours

Youth Gangs






6 hours

Hybrid and Other Modern Gangs



2 hours

Female Gangs






2 hours

Law Enforcement Responses



5 hours

Community Based Intervention



3 hours

Integrating Responses (prevention and suppression)
2 hours

Total






           45 hours

D.
Materials and Bibliography:

1.
Suggested textbooks : 

Huff, C. R. (2001). Gangs in America III. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 
Shelden, R. G., Tracy, S. K. & Brown, W. B.  (2004). Youth gangs in American society (3rd ed.). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Cengage Learning. 

Soliz, A. (Eds.) (2009). Gangs. Detroit, MI: Greenhaven Press.   

2.
Other materials:  Computers with Internet capabilities. 
3.
Bibliographic support:
Brotherton, D. (2008). Beyond social reproduction: Bringing resistance back in gang theory. Theoretical Criminology, 12(1), 55-77.

Decker, S. (2003). Policing gangs and youth violence. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Cengage Learning. 

Esbensen, F. (2000). Preventing adolescent gang involvement. (NCJ Publication No. 182210, pp. 1-12). Washington, DC: Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention. 

 The street gang identification manual. (1997). Chicago, IL: Gang Prevention Incorporated. 
Jackson, R. J. (2000). Understanding street gangs. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Cengage Learning.   

Knox, G. (1998). An introduction to gangs (4th ed.). Peotone, IL: New Chicago School Press. 

Leet, D. A., Rush, G. E. & Smith, A. M. (2000). Gangs, graffiti, and violence: A realistic guide to the scope and nature of gangs in America (2nd ed.). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Cengage Learning. 

Mays, L. (1997). Gangs and gang behavior. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Cengage Learning. 

Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention. (2006). National Youth Gang Survey. (NCJ Publication No. 209392). Washington, DC: Author. 
Pennell, S. & Melton, R. (2002). Evaluation of a task force approach to gangs. In W. L. Reed & S. H. Decker (Eds.), Responding to gangs: Evaluation and research, (pp.193-218). Washington, DC: U. S. Department of Justice, National Institute of Justice.
Sanchez-Jankowski, M. (2003). Gangs and social change. Theoretical Criminology, 7(2), 191-216.

Starbuck, D., Howell, J.C. & Lindquist, D. J. (2001). Hybrid and other modern gangs (NCJ Publication No. 189916, pp. 1-7). Washington, DC: Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention. 
Triplett, W. (2004). Gang crisis: Do police and politicians have a solution? The CQ Researcher, 14(18), 421-444.

Williams, K., Curry, G. D., & Cohen, M. I. (2002). Gang prevention programs for female adolescents: An evaluation. In W. L. Reed & S. H. Decker (Eds.), Responding to gangs: Evaluation and research, (pp.225-263). Washington, DC: U. S. Department of Justice, National Institute of Justice.
IV.
Standards: 
Students will be evaluated and grades will be assigned based upon university standards. 

V.
Rationale and Impact:  

A.  The Criminal Justice curriculum requires majors to take 36 credits of electives.  Since the inception of the criminal justice major, limited faculty resources have required that all faculty teach only discipline specific required courses.  Presently only one elective choice (CRJS 310: Criminal Investigation) is able to be offered within the major during the regular academic year.  This offering provides a much needed elective choice within the major.  The topic was chosen because the issue of formal and informal gang presence and activity in society has implications for all entities and organizations within the criminal justice system. 
B.  Enrollment in this course will be restricted to declared criminal justice majors who have completed SOCI 101 and CRJS 102.  
C.  This proposed course does not affect any other program in any manner. 
VI.
Cost and Staff Analysis: 

A. This course will be taught by existing faculty.  Specifically, it will be taught by the newly hired full time permanent faculty member as part of the regular teaching load. 
B. This course is proposed as a one time offering as an elective choice for spring    2010.  Based upon this offering, determination will be made regarding whether or not efforts will be made to offer this as an elective choice, within the discipline, on a regular rotation within a regular load of courses.
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