Mr. Terry Brink

CRJS 305 – CORRECTIONS   (9/19/04)

N.B.  This is a revision/replacement of SOCI 420, Corrections, which will be eliminated by approval of this syllabus.

I. Introductory Information

A. Department Name:  Sociology, Anthropology, Social Work, Criminal
                     Justice, and Geography

B. Department Catalogue Number:  CRJS 305

C. Course Title:  Corrections

D. Semester Hours of Credit:  3

E. Clock Hours Per Week:   3

F. Overlays:  This course is submitted for approval as a Writing Emphasis 
                     (WE) course.  (see attached “Request of General Education Overlay.”)

G. Restriction Upon Student Registration:  Prerequisite:  CRJS
                     102 Introduction to Criminal Justice and junior standing or permission of the 
                     instructor.

II. Description of the Course

A. Catalog Description:  An analysis and critique of what the criminal justice system does with convicted persons.  Also a consideration of what the system should do with convicted persons.  Further, considers the long term implications of corrections policy and practice on individuals and on society.

B. Comprehensive Description:  None needed.

III. Exposition

A. Objectives:  Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do 
the following:

1. explain the current American corrections system;

2. explain the problems and controversies facing the correctional system today;

3. explain both the professional and the client perspectives on the correctional system;

4. write an incident report;
5. write a Presentence Investigation Report;
6. explain current trends in corrections; and

7. make a projection of the future direction of the correctional system

B. Activities and Requirements:  Students in this course will be required to attend class, participate in class, do required reading, write and revise papers, pass tests, and make presentations.

C. Major Units and Time allotted:

     Overview of the Corrections System Today


1 HOUR
     The Historical Development of Corrections


3

     The Why and How of Punishment



 
3

     Correctional Facilities




4

     Sentencing Options




3

     Sentencing Practice




4

     Inmates




7

     Managing Correctional Facilities




5

     Prisoner Rights




4

     Releasing Inmates




4

     Special Problems




4

     Capital Punishment




2

     Current Trends and the Future




1

D. Materials and Bibliography

1. Suggested Testbooks:

Bartollas, Clemens.  Invitation to Corrections.  Allyn and Bacon.  Boston.  2002. 
ISBN:  0-205-31412-0.

Clear, Todd and George Cole.  American Corrections 6th ed.  Thomson. Belmont, 

CA.  2003.  ISBN:  0-534-59517-0.

Del Carmen, Alejandro.  Corrections.  Coursewise.  Madison, WI.  2000.  
ISBN:  0-618-06293-9.

Schmalleger, Frank and John Smykla.  Corrections in the 21st Century. Glencoe/McGraw Hill.  Woodland Hills, CA.  2001.  ISBN:  0-02-802568-7.

2. Other Materials:  Other materials, such as sample incident reports and
  sample Presentence Investigation Reports, may be provided by the instructor.

3. Bibliographic Support: …………..

IV. Standards

Students will be evaluated on writing assignments, tests, and presentations.

V. Rationale and Impact:

A. Why is the Course Necessary:  The criminal justice system is made up of three sub-systems.  Corrections is the third of them.  Many of our students seek employment in the corrections sub-system.  This is not a new course but a major revision of an existing one.

B. For whom is it specifically designed:  This course is designed for junior criminal justice majors but may in special circumstances be useful to others.
C. How will existing academic programs or departments be affected by this syllabus:  They will not since this is not a new course but the revision of an existing one.

Cost and Staff Analysis:  Since this is not a new course, this section is not necessary.

VI. Date Approved by the President:

    ___________________________________________              ___________________

    Signature                                                                                     Date

