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LOCK HAVEN UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

DEPARTMENT OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE

CRJS210 Diversity in Criminal Justice

I. Introductory Information:

A. Department Name:



Criminal Justice 

B. Department Catalog Number:


CRJS210
C.   Course title:




Diversity in Criminal Justice

D.   Semester Hours of Credit:


3

E.  Clock Hours per Week:



3

F.  Overlays:




None

G.  Restrictions upon student registration:

Restricted to Criminal Justice majors who have completed CRJS102 (Introduction to Criminal Justice) and SOCI101 (Introduction to Sociology) or with permission of the instructor.

II. Description of the Course

Encompasses a critical examination of the issues and problems relating to the administration of justice in a culturally diverse society.  Emphasis is placed on the study of gender, race, class, sexual orientation, and ethnicity and the respective challenges these diverse characteristics pose in the various agencies of the criminal justice system.  Emphasis is also placed on the opportunities and challenges of providing criminal justice services within a multicultural society.  Theoretical perspectives will be included.

III. Exposition:

A.  Objectives:   

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:

1.  Demonstrate an understanding of diverse populations

2.  Articulate the evolution of race relations in America

3.  Demonstrate an understanding of theories of race and crime 

4.  Compare and contrast the roles and functions of police, courts, corrections and the juvenile justice system in diverse societies 

5.  Demonstrate an understanding of criminal justice policy practices involving    diverse populations 

6.  Explain how issues of diversity are addressed in the criminal justice system

7.  Demonstrate an understanding of the need for reform within the criminal 

      justice system

8.  Articulate knowledge of various models of effective diversity programs 

      utilized within the criminal justice system 

9.  Demonstrate an understanding of the roles women in the criminal justice system

10.Explain the evolution of the concept and legal articulation of ‘hate crimes’
B. Activities and Requirements:

Student performance against the objectives in section “A” will be assessed through the following:

1. Knowledge expressed through completion of assignments

2. pass examinations and quizzes

3. knowledge expressed through participation in discussions

C. Major units and time allotted:

TOPIC






TIME ALLOTTED
Introduction to diverse populations 





4 hours

History of race relations in America





5 

Theoretical perspectives on race & crime




4 



Criminal justice policy







2

Diversity and policing







5

Diversity and courts/sentencing






5

Diversity and corrections






5

Diversity and juveniles







5

Hate crimes








4

Alternative lifestyles in criminal justice system                                                 
2

Women and crime







4











---










    45 hours

D. Materials and bibliography

1.  Suggested textbooks

Barak, G. ,Flavin, J. M., & Leighton, P.S. (2001).  Class, race, gender and crime:  Social realities of 


Justice in America.  Los Angeles: Roxbury.

Butterfield, Fox (1996).  All God’s children: The Bosket family and the American tradition of 


violence.  New York: Avon Books.

Gabbidon, S. L. (2008).  Race and crime (2nd ed). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

McNamara, R. & Burns, R. (2009).  Multiculturalism in the criminal justice system. Boston: 


McGraw Hill.

2. Other Materials

Computers with internet capabilities

3. Basic bibliography

Aguirre, A.  & Turner, J. (2009).  American  Ethnicity: The dynamics and consequences of 


Discrimination (6th ed).  Boston: McGraw Hill.

Barkan, S.E. & Bryjak, G. J. (2009).  Myths and realities of crime and justice:  what every 


American should know.  Boston: Jones and Bartlett Publishers.

Gabbidon, S. L. (2009).  Race, Ethnicity, Crime, and Justice:  An international dilemma. Thousand 


Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

Gabbidon, S. L. (2001).  African American classics in criminology and criminal justice.  Thousand 


Oaks, CA:  Sage Publications.

Gilbert, P. R. & Eby, K.K. (2004).  Violence and gender: An interdisciplinary reader.  Boston:  


Allyn  & Bacon.

Kirk, G. & Okazawa-Rey, M. (2007).  Women’s Lives: Multicultural perspectives (4th ed).  Boston:  


McGraw Hill.

Marshall, I. H. (ed). (1997).  Minorities, migrants, and crime:  Diversity and similarity across 


Europe and the United States.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

Martin, S.E. & Junk, N.C. (2007).  Doing justice, doing gender.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage 


Publications.

Morash, M. (2006).  Understanding gender, crime and justice. Thousand Oaks, CA:  Sage 


Publications.

Muraskin, R. & Roberts, A.R. (2009).  Visions for change:  Crime and justice in the twenty-first 


century (5th Edition).  Boston:  Pearson Publishing.

Rosenblum, K.E. & Travis, T.C. (2007).  The meaning of difference: American constructions of 


race, sex and gender, social class, sexual orientation and disability.  Boston: McGraw Hill.

Silvestri, M. & Crowther-Downey, C. (2008).  Gender and crime. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage 


Publications.  

Sigh-Bhui, H. (2009).  Race and criminal justice.  Thousand Oaks, CA:  Sage Publications.

Wykes, M. & Welsh, K. (2009).  Violence, gender and justice. Thousand Oaks, CA:  Sage 


Publications.

IV. Standards

All grades for this course will be assigned in accordance with university policies.  Students’ performance will be evaluated through written assignments, examinations, quizzes and class discussions.  

V. Rationale and Impact

A. Diversity in Criminal Justice is being developed as a new required course within the academic major course offerings in criminal justice.  It is intended to replace the current requirement of (SOCI205) Race & Ethnic Relations.  The currently required offering of SOCI205 provides a general overview of issues related to race and ethnicity in society.  The issues of diversity in American society have evolved into a complex array of cultural issues that are not completely covered in the currently required course of SOCI 205.  Issues related to the formal treatment of juveniles, females, and those with alternative lifestyles pose unique challenges to the various criminal justice agencies as the formal responders to infractions against a society governed by the rights and protections afforded in the United States’ Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and the various Supreme Court interpretations of those amendments. 

The proposed course is intended to introduce students to the role that issues of diversity play in various criminal justice agencies (i.e., probation, parole, policing, corrections, and the courts).    Significant changes occurring within the criminal justice system have warranted an in depth study and thorough treatment of the many issues within the context of the above referenced ‘systems’.  As future criminal justice professionals, it is imperative for students to grasp an enhanced understanding of the implications diversity will have upon the entire criminal justice system and their ability to function as criminal justice professionals.  

B. The proposed course will be open to Criminal Justice students who meet the prerequisite requirements or with permission of the instructor. 
C. The proposed new course will have the net effect of redistributing all criminal justice majors into the two sections of the newly proposed Diversity in Criminal Justice course, rather than having them evenly distributed across several sections of SOCI 205.  Therefore, the same total number of seats will be offered to meet the demand of declared criminal justice majors.  This redistribution should present no increased or decreased burden on the regular current rotation of offerings or seats in SOCI205 which is available to the general student population.  That course will now be solely taught by faculty in the Department of Sociology, Anthropology, and Social Work.  

VI. Cost and Staff Analysis

A. Two sections of this course will be offered each academic year.  To meet the needs of the criminal justice majors, it is necessary to offer 80 – 90 seats of each required course per academic year.  The course will be taught by the criminal justice faculty member with expertise in this area who currently teaches two sections of SOCI205 for a total of 80 – 90 seats per academic year.    Therefore, no additional faculty members will be required.  There are no additional costs associated with the implementation of the proposed course.
B. Two sections of this course will be offered per academic year.  Summer sections will be offered as needed.
VII.   Date approved by University President
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