Statement of Intent   2/8/08
To develop

A Master’s Degree (Master of Science) in Criminal Justice

For offering at

Lock Haven University

The Criminal Justice faculty, led by the efforts of Dr. Dwayne Marshall, at Lock Haven University has begun the preliminary steps to develop and offer a Master’s Degree (MS) in Criminal Justice at Lock Haven University.  

Steps undertaken to date include:

a) extensive discussions with the Provost and Dean regarding the need and viability of such a program at Lock Haven University,

b) extensive study and survey of existing Master’s in Criminal Justice programs in the SSHE institutions, 

b) draft development of survey for administration to undergraduate students and targeted professional groups,

c) draft development of structure of program offerings, thesis and competency exam requirements, and

d) Statement of Intent to develop a Master’s Degree.  

Currently, within the Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education, only three institutions offer a Master’s degree in Criminal Justice.  They are:  Indiana University of Pennsylvania, West Chester University of Pennsylvania and Shippensburg University.  Lock Haven would be the fourth institution within the Pennsylvania State System to offer the degree.  

Although degree programs are available at the Master’s level in Criminal Justice at three Pennsylvania state institutions, the program at Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania will be unique and more generalized in its offerings and emphasis.  Courses will be offered in areas such as:  policy, theory, policing, courts, corrections, juvenile justice and administration and leadership.  The program will place a strong emphasis on research, setting it apart from the existing programs at other SSHE universities.  The tentative sequencing of courses in the proposed master’s degree places the research course early in the schedule of offerings so that students can apply their acquired knowledge and ability to conduct research as part of a thesis or internship experience.  
There are two targeted populations likely to pursue this type of degree: a) recently graduated undergraduates in preparatory disciplines, and b) degreed professionals seeking to advance their expertise within the context of a graduate program with a strong research emphasis. 
The degree is conceptualized as a blended offering of courses via web and traditional class based courses.  It is anticipated that the traditional students will be full-time, thus completing the program within 1.5 – 2 years.  The working professionals are expected to attend on a part time basis.  The length of time this group matriculates through the program is predicated upon their commitment to completing the coursework.  It is believed that the opportunity to take some courses via the web online will facilitate timely completion of the degree.  
A criminal justice master’s program is appropriate and should be a high priority at Lock Haven University for a variety of reasons.  Enrollment in criminal justice programs around the state and nation is growing rapidly. At present, the Pennsylvania State System of Higher Learning has more than 1,000 students enrolled in its undergraduate criminal justice programs.  (Lock Haven University undergraduate criminal justice majors account for approximately on third of that enrollment). However, the state system has only three institutions offering a master’s degree in criminal justice/criminology and all three of the institutions are located in the southern regions of the state.  Lock Haven University is strategically positioned geographically to build upon the success of the undergraduate criminal justice program in meeting the educational and professional preparation needs for those in the criminal justice professions. 

Preliminary tentative criteria for admission to the program include the following: 

· bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution of higher learning with a   major or minor in Criminal Justice, Sociology or other related discipline

· minimum 2.6 grade point average

· professional goal statement

· 3 letters of recommendation

Students enrolled in the proposed master’s program must meet the following degree requirements in order to be considered for graduation:

· complete 36 semester credit hours of graduate work

· earn and maintain a minimum cumulative grade point average of 3.0

· complete a comprehensive written examination

· complete a thesis or internship

Students successfully completing the degree requirements for a master’s degree with a major in Criminal Justice from Lock Haven University will experience scholarly achievement, personal growth and practical experience beyond that of the undergraduate level.   Completion of the master’s degree in criminal justice at Lock Haven will specifically prepare students for the following: 

· meeting minimum requirements for admission into a doctoral program

· employment at an advanced level at the federal, state, and local levels in the criminal justice or social science fields

· teaching at a community college or at the undergraduate level

· supervisory level positions in the social service areas
The current Criminal Justice faculty who are employed at Lock Haven University on tenure track lines all hold terminal degrees.  Three of the four have taught at previous institutions in graduate programs, supervised graduate theses and evaluated written and oral competency examinations.  It is anticipated that some of the courses in the newly proposed graduate program would be taught by existing faculty, as scheduling rotation permits.  It is also anticipated that one new faculty line would be required to successfully support the necessary rotation of graduate courses and other work affiliated with the program. 

The proposed development of the master’s degree in criminal justice at Lock Haven University has the support of the administration, specifically the Dean of Arts and Sciences and the Provost.  
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