Request of General Education Overlay

Writing Emphasis (WE)

	Course #CRJS490
	Section(s)  by section   
	Title  Criminal Justice Research  
	3 sh    


Sections of courses designated WE are recommended by the department each semester as part of the scheduling process.  Completed criteria sheets for each WE course should accompany the proposed schedule of courses submitted to the Deans for approval. Available resources may limit the number of WE courses that can be offered during a semester. For each criterion list from the course syllabus the objectives and activities that fulfill it.  Provide examples of actions, procedures, or exercises that illustrate how each criterion will be met.  All bullets of the criteria must be met. Please type.  

Criteria for Writing Emphasis (WE)
The purpose is to maintain the writing skills developed in the first-year composition course.

	Criteria
	Course Objectives and Activities

	· Enrollment in WE courses is limited to twenty-five students (with twenty-two as a target).
	This course will be limited to 22-25 students. 


	· Practice writing within the discipline through, but not limited to, the following contexts:  informal in-class writing, discipline-focused essays, and essay exams.  Essay exams alone do not constitute a writing emphasis class.
	Objectives 1, 2, 3 and 5

Current course objectives include identifying research topics and conducting literature reviews. For example, the practice of written literature reviews is a critical first step in empirical research. Students will learn through practices and examples stressing professional standards how to interpret and summarize empirical research. Writing emphasis objectives will be met by requiring students to complete an annotated bibliography on a relevant criminal justice topic of interest and by successfully completing a literature review on empirical research related to the criminal justice system.  



	· Receive writing training through instructor modeling, sample essays, discussion, lectures, and/or instructor-student conferences.  Writing conventions particular to the discipline should be emphasized.
	Objectives 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5

Current course objectives include planning and developing a research proposal. Substantive student attention by way of instructor lectures and conferences will be used to introduce and assist students in develping an individual research proposal including but not limited to: a literature review, operationalization of measurement, methodology, sampling and analysis. The instructor will meet with students individually or in groups throughout the semester and provide professional instruction in consideration of writing literature reviews and research proposals in the social sciences. Course materials will be supplemented and provide examples of scholarly writing in the criminal justice system and instruction in writing literature reviews. 



	· Revise a portion of his/her writing by applying suggestions from the instructor, comments from peer review editors, and/or advice from Writing Center tutors.
	Objectives 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 8

As noted, current course objectives and activities include preparation of a research proposal. The preparation of a research proposal is described as a comprehensive written term paper. The submission of research proposals will follow  timelines established by the instructor and draft proposals will be submitted throughout the semester for instructor feedback and revision. In addition, peer reviews will follow a discussion based format wherein students will present a synopsis of their proposal for comment and feedback.  



	· Demonstrate writing proficiency, which the instructor will evaluate as a percentage of the final course grade.
	Objectives 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 8

Current performance measurement involves: 1. submission of a research proposal, 2. completion of assignments and reading and, 3. passing examinations and quizzes. With a writing emphasis, performance measures for CRJS 490 will include a substantial (at a minimum 50%) portion of the student's grade and performance measured by successful completion of an annotated bibliograhy, literature review(s) and a research proposal. 




