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EDUC300 : Foundations of American Education

Syllabus 9/2000

I.
Introductory Information:

A. 
Department Name: Elementary and Secondary Education

B. 
Department Catalogue Number: EDUC300 

C. 
Course Title: Foundations of American Education

D. 
Credit in Terms of Semester Hours: 3

E. 
Clock Hours per Week: 3

F. 
Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  To register, a student must have completed PSYC102, EDUC105, EDUC204, and the sophomore portfolio or have been given the permission of the instructor. 

II. Description of course (catalog)

Students will critically examine the history, philosophy, ethics, and theory of education. They will analyze past and current practices as well as their effect on curriculum and teaching methods.  Teacher candidates will be expected to continually develop their understanding of multiculturalism and their skills in lesson planning, writing, and communication.  They will refine their ability to evaluate the use of technology and WEB-based information.    

II. Description of course

The history of education will be examined to serve as a base for considering present practices in light of past events. Philosophy and its relation to education will be examined to lay the foundation of educational theory and theorists.  Students will consider the link between philosophy and ethics as well as ethics and the law.  Students will explore past and current practices of ideological management and how it affects textbooks, curriculum, and teaching methods.  Shifts in power and control of education at the local, state, and national level will be tracked.  The impact of special interest groups on education will be analyzed.  How the law has shaped public education will be traced.  Current issues will be discussed and researched.  Globalization of the economy and its impact on education will be analyzed to project changes for teachers in the 21st century.  Teacher candidates will continue to develop their skills in understanding multiculturalism, lesson planning, writing, and the evaluation of technology and WEB sites.  Additionally, they will communicate with large groups and actively involve the audience. Teacher candidates will begin to synthesize their professional skills for entrance into the professional semester.  The course is intended to be a forum for discussion, research, and reflection.    

III. Exposition

A. Objectives

Participants will

1. 
Demonstrate an on-going evolution of the qualities that mark a teacher candidate i.e. time management, organization, clarity in speech and writing, reflection, analysis, critical thinking, and the synthesis of experience and content.  

2. 
Explore philosophies and their connection to theories of education.

3. 
Determine the effects of various theories on education.

4.
Assess the impact of special interest groups, business, and politics on textbooks or curriculum development.

5.
Discuss the place of values and ethics in education.     

6.
Analyze journal articles on and news accounts of education to determine the validity of statements.

7. 
Observe an elementary class to identify theoretical structures and 


methodology. 

8. 
Compare and contrast institutions and organizations (ex. the AFT and the NEA; early education unions and present day education unions; control of education at the federal, state, and local level).

9. 
Develop an understanding of the rights and responsibilities of a teacher under school law and within the framework of a teaching contract.

10. 
Discuss the connection between the institution of education and the democratic process.

11. 
Demonstrate an understanding of theory and the application of various methodologies  

12.
Assess the validity of WEB-based sites and apply to research.

13.      Discuss the place of technology in education based on current                              thinking.

14.      Continue to develop and refine self assessment techniques and                strategies

B. Activities and Requirements

1.
Write a philosophy statement: Each student will continue to develop his/her written statement from previous courses to include relation to theories of education and consideration for ethics.   

2.
Plan a lesson: Plan and develop a lesson rooted in a multicultural concept by teaming with a student in the ESL program or the international programs at LHU.  Topics could be, but are not limited to cultural differences in communication style, how language differences affect a student’s understanding, religion and schooling, mathematics as a global language, or how an American Native child would view schooling.

3. 
Maintain a file/journal of current issues in education (students will be given a list of appropriate topics) with reflections on these issues and analysis of the impact on education and the democratic process (such topics might be business-run schools, student behavior, school choice, assessment, standards, violence)

4. 
Team with other class members to organize and present a workshop, panel, or class to the public on one of the above topics.  

5.
Prepare and present a Venn diagram comparing and contrasting institutions and/or organizations and/or levels of control tangential to education.

6. 
Use the information from a WEB-based search and apply it to activities 2, 3, 4, or 5 listed above.

7.
Demonstrate the attributes of a teacher candidate.


8. 
Complete an exam based on the discussions and readings.
 

IV. Major units and time allotted

Topic

                                                                                 

Weeks
History of Education





2

Philosophy and Education Theory



2

Ethics and the Law






1

Ideological Management 



   

1

Power and Control of Education




2      

Globalization of the Economy and Education


1


Current Issues





 
2


Lesson Planning 






2

Observation







1

Testing







1
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IV. 
Standards

The final grade assigned will be in accordance with the L.H.U. grading policy as set forth in the Academic Policies and Procedures Handbook.

A. 
Class participation

B.
Class assignments\activities  

C. 
Exams

D. Papers 

V.
Rationale and Impact

The course is intended for juniors and certification only students who are education majors.  It is designed to build upon the knowledge base gained from

EDUC105: Introduction to Elementary Education

PSY201: Educational Psychology;

EDUC204: The Elementary School;

  
.

Additionally, it is an integral part of 

EDUC 404 & 405

EDUC407 & 408

EDUC415 & 416.

Furthermore, it reflects and satisfies NCATE and PDE standards by

· building a body of professional knowledge upon which to base instructional decisions

· viewing teacher preparation and development as a continuum

· ensuring that education students attain the knowledge base and dispositions to teach independently.

Lastly, course content is part of standardized tests for teacher certification.

VI.  
Cost and Staff Analysis

No additional staff should be necessary as this is a course substitution for Elementary Education students.  Elementary Education students will take this in place of EDUC101: Social Foundations of Education.  EDUC101 will continue to be offered, but we will offer fewer sections.
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