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I.  
      Introductory Information

A.  
Department Name: Elementary Education
B.   
Departmental Catalogue Number: EDUC159

C.
Course Title: Exploring Teaching and Learning

D.
Credit in Terms of Semester Hours:  1 hour

E.
Clock Hours per Week:  Meets 1hour per week

F.
Restrictions upon Student Registration:

II.         Description of the Course
A.
Catalog Description

Introduces the student to the culture and mission of the university within the context of teacher education.  The students in the course will explore the opportunities and expectations of the teaching profession as well as the financial and academic supports that can assist in the process of becoming a teacher.  Common co-curricular activities will facilitate the student’s connection with the university community and the teacher education programs.

B. 
Comprehensive Description

Not needed

III.
Exposition

A.
Objectives:  Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:
1. Explain why teaching is a rewarding and yet challenging career with varied opportunities for employment.

2. Describe professional dispositions and teaching practices of effective teachers.

3. Explain both historical perspectives and future directions of quality schools.

4. Define today’s diverse learning populations and the implications for teaching effectiveness.

5. Demonstrate an understanding of the academic and professional requirements necessary for becoming a certified teacher.

6. Explain the differences between the cultures of basic education and higher education.

7. Identify resources available to support the career goal of becoming a teacher.

B.
Activities and Requirements
1. Regular class attendance

2. Participation in class discussion of assigned readings.

3. Completion of writing assignments that may involve research or reflection.

4. Attendance at, and participation in, required co-curricular activities.

       C.        
Major Units and Time Allotted:

Topics






15 weeks
1. Why choose teaching:  Challenges/ Rewards, varied opportunities
Why choose teaching:  Challenges/ Rewards, varie

2. What makes a good teacher

3. What do good schools look like: historical perspectives and future directions

4. Who are the students that we teach: defining the learners

5. How do I become a teacher: expectations- high school, college, field placements

6. The culture of teacher education preparation programs

7. Resources available to support the future teacher

D.        Materials and Bibliography
 Materials and Bibliography

Canestrari, A.S. & Marlowe, B. A. (2004).  Educational foundations: An Anthology of Critical Readings. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications.

McGuire, J.V. & Duff, C.S. (2005).  Conversations About Being a Teacher. Thousand Oaks, CA:  Corwin Press. 

IV. Standards

Grades will be assigned in accordance with University Policy.  Final grades will be based upon class attendance and participation, performance on all assignments and attendance at required co-curricular activities.

V. Rationale and Impact

This one time offering is designed to meet the needs of high school students considering a career in teacher education and to meet the needs of Project 720, a grant sponsored partnership with the Williamsport Area School District.

VI. Cost and Staff Analysis


This is an experimental course to be offered in fall 2005.  

VII. Date Approved by President

_________________________________________

_____________

Signature of President













