
I.
Introductory Information:

A.
Departmental Catalogue Number:  EDUC204

B.
Course Title: The Elementary School

C.
Credit in Terms of Semester Hours:  3 hours

D.
Clock Hours per Week:  3 hours

E.
Restrictions upon Student Registration:

Required for Elementary Education majors, sophomore level or prior to the Elementary Professional Semester 

II.
Description of the Course:

This course examines the elementary school in its traditional form, as it changing today and i light of changes expected in the future. Emphasis is placed on factors responsible for the changes taking place—school organization and administration, scientific advances in our knowledge of learning and behavior, evolving roles of teachers, emerging technologies and patterns of instruction, and recent developments in American society. Includes in-school experiences directly related to the course. Required of all Elementary Education majors; taken during the first four semesters of the program.

III.
Exposition:

A.
Objectives:

Students will

1.
discuss how the elementary school is both a former and a product of a changing society,

2.
explain the difference roles of the child in the elementary school,

3.
discuss, contrast and compare the various models for the elementary school,

4.
describe the role of teachers' planning in the successful operation of classroom and elementary school,

5.
discuss the role of evaluation in the process of education and instruction,

6.
describe the interrelationships between the teachers/teachers, teachers/pupils, teachers/parents, teachers/administrators, and discuss why teachers must be able to work with these relationships,

7.
utilize the most recent technologies to search for information and communicate with peers and professional educators,

8.
prepare simplified lesson and interdisciplinary unit plans,

9.
describe the importance of teachers recognizing various types of intelligences within and among children,

10.
analyze their own speech and writing abilities as used in teaching situations and, where needed, improve pronunciation, grammar, sentence structure, spelling and speech patterns,

11.
formulate an operational definition of "instruction" or "teaching" and discuss the teaching process in the context of this definition, the development of the learners, the classroom and content -to-be-taught,

12.
discuss the many external, societal factors impacting on the schooling process,

13.
discuss the generalized requirements and challenges of being an elementary school teacher,

14.
describe and discuss the specific requirements of the Elementary Education program at LHU.

B.
Activities and Requirements:

1.
Observe children, perhaps serve as an assistant to, a classroom teacher for at least 10 hours during no fewer than 3 days

2.
Examine curriculum materials in the classrooms and libraries.

3.
Prepare written observations of children learning in classrooms, scrupulously adhering to accepted professional ethics and rights of children and teachers to privacy.

4.
Keep a professional journal of observations while observing in the schools

5.
Observe at least on full-length session of the Elementary Professional Semester and write a summary according to prescribed guidelines.

6.
Develop a primitive lesson plan.

7.
Develop a primitive interdisciplinary unit plan.

8
Complete an electronically based literature search using LHU's resources.

9.
Complete a telecommunications project using LHU's resources.

10.
Make at least one oral presentation on a piece of appropriate literature,

11.
Complete at least one examination on all required readings.

12.
Complete a final summary of the course including a statement "Why I should/should not continue in professional/elementary education."

C.
Major Units and Time Allotted:

1.
The Elementary School—An overview (2 weeks)

2.
Instruction as a process (3 weeks)

3.
The role of teachers (2 weeks)

4.
The nature of the learner (2 weeks)

5.
Electronic researching and communication tools (1 week)

6.
Observations in the schools (2 weeks)

7.
Societal influences and difficulties (2 weeks)

8.
Instructional Planning (2 weeks)


       D.
Materials and Bibliography


A contemporary text might be selected by the instructor.


Basic Bibliography:



Bloom, B., Engelhart, M., Furst, E., Hill, W. & Krathwohl, D. (1956).  Taxonomy of educational objectives: Cognitive domain. New York: Longman.



Butler, S., &  McMunn, N. (2006).  A teacher’s guide to assessment. San Francisco: Jossey-    Bass.



DeVries, R. & Zan, B. (2003).  When children make rules. Educational Leadership, 61(1), 64-67.



Diaz, C., Pelletier, C., & Provenzo, E. (2006). Touch the future…teach! Boston: Pearson Education, Inc.



Good, T., & Brophy, J. (2008). Looking in classrooms (10th ed.). Boston: Pearson Education,     

                        Inc.

       Heacox, D. (2002). Differentiating instruction in the regular classroom. Minneapolis:    

                    Free Spirit Publishing Inc.


 Jensen, R., &  Kiley, T. (2005). Teaching, leading, and learning in prek-8 settings: Strategies for success. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company.


 Kellough, R. & Jarolimek, J. (2008). Teaching and learning k-8 (9th ed.). Upper Saddle River, N.J.: Pearson Education, Inc.

             Serdyukov, P. & Ryan, M. (2008). Writing effective lesson plans. Boston: Pearson Education, Inc.

             Whitley, M. (2001). Bright minds, poor grades. (2001). New York: Perigee.

IV.
Standards:



A.
The instructor will designate several evaluation measures at the beginnng of each semester, including the relative weight of each. The following is a sample list.

1.
essays based on readings,

2.
oral examinations based on readings,

3.
written tests on content of readings and classwork,

4.
written reports of


a.
observation of Elementary Professional Semester,


b.
observations in the schools,


d.
interviews with teachers, administrators, upperclassmen, faculty,


c.
"Expander" Activites

5.
telecommunications project,

6.
electronic literature search

7.
oral presentations,

8.
attendance and class participation.
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