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Assessment and Differentiation in the Elementary Classroom

I. Introductory Information

(A) Department Name: Elementary Education
(B) Department Catalog Number:  EDUC335
(C) Course Title: Assessment and Differentiation in the Elementary Classroom 

(D) Semester Hours of Credit: 3

(E) Clock Hours Per Week:  3
(F) Overlays:  None
(G) Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  Must meet candidacy requirements, have successfully completed Educational Psychology and have presented the Developing Portfolio

II. Description of the Course

A. Catalog description: An investigation into the design and evaluation of assessments for student performance in the elementary classroom. 

B. Comprehensive description: Teacher candidates will learn strategies for formal and informal assessment used to plan, evaluate, and strengthen instruction. In addition, teacher candidates will learn to incorporate strategies for differentiating instruction in the planning and assessment process.
III: Exposition

A. Objectives:  

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:
1. Define assessment and evaluation in the traditional and differentiated classroom and employ related vocabulary appropriately (*ACEI.4, INTASC.3.K, INTASC.8.A, INTASC.8.B)

2. Discuss theoretical frameworks surrounding the development of assessment measures (ACEI.4, INTASC.8.B, INTASC.8.C)

3. Identify forms of assessment and their uses, including check lists, anecdotal notes, rubrics, portfolios, selected-response items, constructed-response items, and standardized tests (ACEI.4, INTASC.8.A)

4. Construct reliable tests (including pre- and post-assessments) that result in valid score-based inferences across all levels of the three learning domains using a variety of resources including technology (ACEI.4, INTASC.8.B, INTASC.8.D, INTASC.8.E, INTASC.8.J, ISTE NETS-T.4)

5. Analyze assessment results (including self-assessment) using appropriate resources including technology (ACEI.4, ITASC.8.G, INTASC.8.H, INTASC.8.I, ISTE NETS-T.4)

6. Examine the referral process for special needs students, and adapt assessments accordingly (INTASC.3.K, INTASC.3., INTASC.8.B)

7. Interpret and communicate classroom and standardized test results used for decision-making with the appropriate audience (ACEI.4, INTASC.8.A, INTASC.8.G, INTASC.8.K, ISTE NETS-T.4)

8. Discuss the ethics of testing including the use of norm-referenced vs criterion-referenced tests (ACEI.4, INTASC.8.F)

*ACEI - Association for Childhood Education International; INTASC – Interstate New Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium; ISTE NETS-T – International Society for Technology in Education National Educational Technology Standards for Teachers.

B. Activities and Requirements:  

1. Lectures

2. Classroom and online discussions

3. Assignments
4. Individual projects

5. Presentations

6. Exams
C. Major Units and Time Allotted:



(45 hours)
1. Definitions of assessment and evaluation 


(3 hours)

2. Theoretical frameworks of assessment



(3 hours)

3. Forms of assessment





(6 hours)

4. Construction of assessment items




(9 hours)

5. Analysis of standardized developmental tests


(6 hours)

6. Assessment adaptations for referred special needs students
(6 hours)

7. Interpretations and communication of assessment results
(6 hours)

8. Ethics of testing






(3 hours)

9. Evaluation







(3 hours)
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IV. Standards  

Grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with University policy.
V. Rationale and Impact:  

A.
The course provides essential information on the assessment and evaluation of children in the elementary grades. The current trend of standards-based assessment and testing has required teacher candidates to demonstrate proficiency in assessment and differentiation of student instruction. The course was developed in response to aggregated assessment data analyzed by program faculty, and reflects standards requirements of the specialized professional association (ACEI).

B.
The course is designed for, and required of, all elementary education majors.
C.
In order for us to help our majors develop skill with assessment and differentiated instruction we developed this new course.
VI. Cost and Staff Analysis:  

A. No additional staff will be required.
B.
This course will be taught during fall and spring semesters and will require 3 faculty contact hours for each section offered.
VII. Date approved by University president:  
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