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LOCK HAVEN UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

College of Education and Human Services

SYLLABUS

EDUC359 Assessment and Differentiation in the Elementary Classroom 

I. Introductory Information: 

A. Department: 



Elementary Education

B. Catalog Number: 


EDUC 359

C. Course Title: 



Assessment and Differentiation in 

the Elementary Classroom

D. Credits:  



3 

E. Clock Hours: 


3

F. Overlays:



None

G. Restrictions Upon Student Registration: 
Must meet candidacy requirements, have successfully completed Educational Psychology and have presented the Developing Portfolio.

A.  Course Description: an investigation into the design, assessment, and evaluation of student performance in the elementary classroom.  Teacher candidates are required to know, understand, and use formal and informal assessment strategies to plan, evaluate, and strengthen instruction that will promote continuous intellectual, social, emotional, and physical development of each elementary student.  In addition, teacher candidates need to develop an understanding regarding the need to differentiate

instruction as well as acquire appropriate strategies to do so.

II. Exposition:

A. Objectives:  

Upon successful completion of this course students will do the following:

1. Define assessment and evaluation for educational purposes and use.

2. Identify forms of assessment and their uses., including, check lists. anecdotal notes, rubrics, portfolios,

3. Construct a valid and reliable test, including methods to test for higher order thinking.

4. Use technology to assist in assessment (NETS).

5.  Utilize proper formats for sharing data with parents.

6.  Interpret standardized test data, e.g. PSSA, ITBS.

7. Construct pre & post tests and reflect on how results modify instruction.

8.  Adapt tests and other assessment tools for various special needs students.

9.   Learn procedures for recommending children for testing for special services.

10. Discuss theoretical frameworks surrounding the development of assessment measures and tools.

11. Recognize and use proper terminology.

12. Create and use assessment measures  in all three domains.

13. Analyze results of assessments used.

14. Learn & practice self-evaluation and design meta-cognitive exercises for K-8 students.
B. Activities and Requirements:

Activities as they relate to section III.A.

· Participate in class discussions 

· Construct and implement a variety of valid and reliable assessment tools in the cognitive, affective, and psychomotor domains and adapt them for special needs students

· Review standardized test data and provide a written analysis of it using technology as appropriate

· In a mock parent teacher conference, share assessment data from standardized tests with "parents" and discuss recommendations for students to receive special services

· Following the mock conference, they will self-evaluate their performance

· Exams based on readings and discussions
Requirements:

Students are expected to attend class regularly.  Grades will be based on tests, activities, and assessment plans. Rubrics will be used to grade performance-based activities. 

C. Major Units and Time Allotted:

Allocated times should be allowed to vary by as much as 1-2 weeks to allow for flexibility on the part of instructors in the way the material is presented and differences among instructors on what topics are emphasized.  

Definitions of Assessment and Evaluation


3 hours

Theoretical frameworks of assessment


3 hours

Forms of assessment                          



9 hours

 

Terminology

                 



3 hours

                        Standardized developmental tests
 


6 hours

Assessment creation





6 hours

Data analysis






6 hours



Evaluation of results





6 hours



Ethics and testing





3 hours



D. Materials and Bibliography:
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III. Standards and Assessment

Standards:

Grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with University policy, and will be based upon student demonstration of a mastery of the course material through such means as 

A.
  Exams

B.
  Individual projects

C.
 Group projects

D.
  Presentations  

Assessment:

Examinations will be used to assess objectives 1, 2, 3 and 4 in section III.A.

Other assessment tools may be developed and used by the instructor.

V.  Rationale:

The course is designed for an required of all elementary education majors. It provides essential information on the assessment and evaluation of children in the elementary grades.  The current trend of standards-based assessment and testing has prompted the need for this course.  

VI.
Cost and Staff Analysis:

Current staff within the Elementary program have the required knowledge and skills to teach this course.  No additional staff will be required

   VII.
Date Approved by University president:

______________________________


___________

Signature of the President




Date
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