
Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania

Lock Haven, Pennsylvania

College of Education and Human Services

Syllabus

EDUC 472 

Literacy and Language Arts

Elementary Professional Semester

I.
Introductory Information


A.
Department Name: Elementary Education


B.
Departmental Catalog Number:  EDUC 472 


C.
Course Title:
Literacy & Language Arts





Elementary Professional Semester


D.  
Credit in Terms of Semester Hours:  3

E. Clock Hours per Week:  3

F.         Overlays: WE, Writing Emphasis

G.
Restrictions upon Student Registration:  This course is open to students who meet requirements for enrollment in the Elementary Professional Semester.  It is scheduled in conjunction with other courses that compose the Elementary Professional Semester.  Specific prerequisites: READ 300 Intermediate Reading and/ or by the permission of the instructor.

II.
Description of the Course:

A. Catalog Description:  Designed to place emphasis on mastering methods, strategies and techniques and on using materials appropriately for a balanced literacy  program. The course focuses on instruction and evaluation of writing, reading, speaking, and listening abilities plus the integration of these developing abilities across curriculums, standards and instructional designs. Current literacy policies, research based practices, and educational curriculums are stressed.

B. Comprehensive Description:  Designed around the four sections of the Lock Haven University Reflective Decision Maker Model and the INTASC Standards. In the first quadrant, What to Teach, INTASC Principle 1 Knowledge of Content; Principle 2 Knowledge of Children; and Principle 7 Planning are addressed. How to Teach is the core of this course, with emphasis on INTASC Principle 3 Diversity, Principle 4 Instructional Strategies  and Principle 8 Assessment. The third section of the Lock Haven University Reflective Decision Maker Model, Caring Communication, corresponds to INTASC Principle 6 Communication and Principle 10 Collaboration (specifically related to community resources). INTASC Principle 9 Reflection is central to the fourth quadrant, Self-Evaluation. 

EDUC 472 is also aligned with the National Standards for the English Language Arts sponsored by the NCTE (National Council of Teachers of English) and the IRA (International Reading Association) and incorporates the Pennsylvania Department of Education Academic Standards for  Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening.

III.
Exposition:

A. 
Objectives:



Participants will be able to:

1. 
Review physiological and psychological aspects of language development, reading and writing processes and examine the implications for instructional sequence and methods.



2.
Examine customary scope and sequence of development and instruction in 


reading, writing and language arts abilities.

3.
Research, analyze and practice literacy assessment strategies to develop appropriate group and individual diagnosis and to set goals  for placement, evaluation, and instructional design.

4.
Identify and develop  some effective strategies for instructional sequences of specific concept development including phonology, word identification, comprehension, listening, speaking, reading and writing processes, spelling, syntax, and semantics.

5.
Examine, understand, and evaluate a range of current literacy materials commonly used for instruction in reading and language arts including computer technologies, software, children's literature and reading programs.



6.
Design and demonstrate some creative techniques for instruction and 



application of developing literacy concepts and abilities in conjunction 



with other areas of the elementary curriculum.

7.
Differentiate alternative instructional strategies based on specific identified needs of learners.

8.
Write complete, effective plans for selected and researched literacy, reading and language arts topics at designated levels and demonstrate the ability to implement these plans.

9.
Develop self- assessment strategies and goals to improve instruction, knowledge and concepts required to model appropriate and effective reading, writing, speaking and listening.



10.
Design and develop selected types of materials for designated goals in 



literacy, reading and language arts.

11.
Recognize cognitive, gender and cultural implications, biases, and stereotypes in 
instructional materials and methodologies and plan lessons for differentiated instruction and diverse multicultural populations.



12.
Stimulate critical analysis and pedagogical development in creating, 



implementing and evaluating current practices in language arts 




instruction.


B.
Activities and Requirements:

1.
Read and review texts, professional articles, electronic sources, and supplementary handouts.

2. Research, analyze and/ or evaluate selected topics, concepts, programs, 

standards, legislature, curriculums, assessment strategies and materials.

3.
Write lesson plans and implement the instruction in class settings and small-group simulations.

4.
Participate in small-group experiences to practice evaluative and 



instructional techniques and to examine and evaluate instructional



constructs and materials.

5. Prepare projects designed as instructional materials that demonstrate professional and personal development of required concepts.


6. Participate professionally and actively in class discussions of outside readings and demonstrations.

7. Reflect and self evaluate personal professional skills in teaching, oral language, and writing to develop goals and actions for improvement. 


C.
Major Units and Time Allotted:



1.
Processes of literacy and language development 




with implications for instruction



(6 hours)



2.
Scope and sequence of literacy, writing and language arts




methodologies, strategies  and skills



(9 hours)

3. Major literacy constructs, curricular frameworks,

 
instructional designs and developmental practices for




teaching writing, reading and language arts 


(18 hours)

4. Evaluation and development of literacy assessment

 
techniques and  strategies for instruction in writing;

reading and language
arts




(6 hours)



5.
Assessing individual and multicultural needs for




design and management of a program based

on determined goals and objectives



(6 hours)

D. Materials and Bibliography 

1.  Suggested Texts:

Cooper, D. and Kiger, N. (2001). Literacy assessment: helping teachers plan instruction. NY: Houghton Mifflin.

Culham, R. (2003). 6 + 1 Traits of writing. NY: Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory.

Phenix,  J.  (2002). The Writer’s handbook.. Portland, ME: Stenhouse Publishers.

Piazza, N.  (2002). Journeys: The teaching of writing in elementary classrooms. Upper SaddleRiver, NJ: Merrill Prentice Hall.

Strickland, D., Galda, L. and Cullinan, B. (2004). Language arts: Learning and teaching. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth/ Thomson Learning.

Tompkins, G. (2003). Literacy  for the 21st century. 3rd edition. NJ: Merrill Prentice Hall.

2.  Other Materials:

Supplementary Handouts: Prepared by instructor.

Technology resources: Computer Lab, Library, various internet sources, etc.

3.  Selected Bibliography:

Allington, R. and Cunningham, P. (2002). Schools that work: Where all children read and write, 2nd edition. Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon. 

Barchers, S. (2003). Teaching language arts: An integrated approach. St. Paul, MN: West  Publishing Company.

Beaty,  S. (1994). Dinosaurs forever: a whole language resource guide for K-4. CA: Addison-Wesley.

Cohen,J. and Wiener, R. (2003). Literacy Portfolios: Improving assessment, teaching and learning, 2nd edition.Upper Saddle River, NJ: Merrill Prentice Hall.

Crafton, L. (1996). Standards in Practice Grades K-2. IL: National Council of Teachers of English.

Culhan, R. (2003). 6+ 1 Traits of Writing. NY: Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory.

Dorn, L. and Soffos, C. (2001). Scaffolding young writers: A writer’s workshop approach. ME: Stenhouse.

Farr,R. and Tone, B. (2003). Portfolio and performance assessment: Helping students evaluate their progress as readers and writers,2nd edition. FL: Harcourt Brace College Publishers. 

Fox, B. (2003). Word recognition activities: Patterns and strategies for developing fluency. Upper Saddle River, NJ :Merrill Prentice Hall.

Freeman, M. (1998). Teaching the youngest writers: A practical guide. Gainesville, FL: Maupin House Publishing Inc.

Harvey, S. and Goudvis, A. (2000). Strategies that work: Teaching comprehension to enhance understanding. ME: Stenhouse.

Hoyt, L. (2002). Make it real: Strategies for success with informational texts. Portsmouth, NH:Heinemann.

______ (2000). Snapshots: Literacy mini lessons up close. Portsmouth , NH: Heinemann.

Mc Carthy, T. (2000). Teaching literary elements with short stories. NY,NY: Scholastic Professional Books.

Marzano, R., Pickering, D. and Pollock, J. (2001). Classroom instruction that works: Research-based strategies for increasing student achievement. Alexandria,VA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.

Morrow,L., Gambrell, L., and Pressley, M.,editors. (2003). Best practices in literacy instruction,2nd edition. NY,NY: Guilford Publications Inc.

Nations, S., and Alonso, M. (2001). Primary literacy centers: Making reading and writing stick. Gainesville, FL: Maupin House Publishing Inc.

Norton,D. and Norton,S. (2003). Language arts activities for children, 5th edition. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Merrill Prentice Hall.

Perry-Sierra, M. (1996). Standards in practice grades 3-5. IL: (NCTE) National Council of Teachers of English.

Rochman, H. (1993). Against borders: promoting books for a multicultural world. Chicago: American Library Association.

Sampson, M., Rasinski, T. and Sampson, M. (2003).Total literacy: Reading, writing, and learning, 3rd edition. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth/ Thomson Learning.

Savage, J. (2001). Sound it out!: Phonics in a balanced reading program. Boston, MA: McGraw Hill.

Strickland, D., Galda, L., and Cullinan, B. (2004). Language arts: Learning and teaching. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth/ Thomson Learning.

Taberski, S. (2000). On solid ground: Strategies for teaching reading K-3. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

Templeton,  S. (1997). Teaching the integrated language arts.  NY: Houghton Mifflin.

Tompkins, G. (2003). Literacy  for the 21st century. 3rd edition. NJ: Merrill Prentice Hall.

Valmont, W. (2003). Technology  for literacy teaching and learning. Boston, MA: Houghton Mifflin Company.

Woods, M.L. and Moe, A. (2003). Analytical reading inventory, 7th edition. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Merrill Prentice Hall.

IV.
Standards and Assessment

Standards:  Evaluation will be based on active contribution to class discussions, simulated lessons and demonstrations, written assignments, small-group participation, outside projects, lesson plans, self-evaluation strategies and examination.

Assessment:  Projects/Products, Class Assignments, Homework, Lesson Plans/Peer Teaching, Presentations

V. Rationale and Impact: This syllabus is being revised to more accurately reflect recent changes in state and national standards specifically NCATE and PDE.  These revisions will not have any impact on any other course.

VI.
Cost and Staff Analysis:  This is an existing course that is taught each semester.  No additional staff will be required.

VII,
Date approved by University President:

______________________________________    _________________

Signature of the President



Date

Revised April 2004     
Page 
 PAGE 
7


