
ELEMENTARY PROFESSIONAL SEMESTER

Teaching Social Studies in the Elementary School

(International Emphasis)

I.
Introductory Information


A.
Catalogue Number:  EDUC473(321)


B.
Semester Hours:  3


C.
Clock Hours per Week:  3


D.
Registration Restriction:  This course is open to students who meet requirements for 

enrollment in the Elementary Professional Semester or by permission of the 



instructor.

II.
Course Description


Students and instructor investigate concepts and generalizations from the social sciences 

and the importance of critical thinking and expressive experiences in elementary social 

studies.  Programs and interdisciplinary themes along with related resources and 


instructional strategies are actively examined and critiqued.  Several themes, activities, and 

resources provide an international focus.  Students plan and teach social studies lessons 

designed to develop specific concepts, generalizations, and skills, to elicit hunches, and 

encourage content comfort, invention, and commitment to discovery learning.


This course is part of the Elementary Professional Semester, an integrated block of 


methods courses taken concurrently.

III.
General Learning Objectives


The students will


A.
formulate questions, make choices, and sharpen their own critical/creative thinking 


skills;


B.
acquire knowledge concerning social studies concepts, processes, and skills 


suitable for teaching in the elementary school;


C.
extend their understanding of children and how they develop and learn;


D.
gain first-hand experience with a variety of interdisciplinary, discovery-oriented



teaching-learning strategies which will meet the needs of differing children as well 



as societal goals;


E.
discover the importance of social studies for helping young learners enrich their



concept of "family" and develop a global perspective;


F.
discover ways to use elements from young learners' cultural background to help



them understand themselves, their values, and society;


G.
gain knowledge of a variety of elementary social studies programs, special topics,



and resources to aid in curriculum planning;


H.
develop the ability to do long-range and daily planning for social studies learning;


I.
extend ideas for sizing up young learners' success or growth in understanding; 


develop competence in self-evaluation;


J.
explain social studies in terms of human relationships:  peoples' relationships with



other people, with institutions, with the environment, and with values and belief 



systems;


K.
develop classroom management and questioning strategies that promote thought-


provoking contexts for social studies; and


L.
refine their ability to work with a variety of young learners and respond to their 



unique needs.

IV.
Activities and Requirements


The prospective elementary (and middle) school teachers will


A.
demonstrate comprehension of  concepts and generalizations from the social 



sciences as well as thinking skills useful in processing social science data 



(e.g.,Dig);


B.
identify appropriate social studies learnings and processes (including guided inquiry 

and collaboration) and select resources and activities that would help children 


acquire these learnings and processes;


C.
actively explore interdisciplinary social studies curriculum components including



themes with global significance:




- Economics (NCSS Standards VII and IX)




- Archaeology (Standards I, II, III, and VIII)




- The Environment (Standards III)




- Global Geography (III)




- Heritage and Traditions (I, II, IV) 




- Diversity (I, IV, V)




- Citizenship and Peace Studies (Standards VI and X)




- 


D.
pursue individual interests and broaden their perspective of social studies by 



choosing from investigation/activity options including those which invite an



international focus;


E.
design and share a curriculum component—i.e., Exhibition;


F.
assess (reflect on) their teaching according to predetermined criteria;


G.
identify/come to know resources that enhance social studies instruction



(e.g., International students c/o LHU International Studies Office, software,



artifacts, curators, sourcebooks, religious leaders, oldsters); 


H.
demonstrate their ability to work with a variety of learners and respond to their 



unique needs (e.g., Heritage Days);


I.
participate in class by offering questions, information, insights; and


J.
carefully consider all readings and handouts.

V.
Materials


A.
Text choices:  
John Jarolimek's Social Studies in Elementary Education (7th Ed.)




           
New York:  Macmillan, 1986





David Weitzman's My Backyard History Book.  Boston:  Little,





Brown and Company, 1975





Michael Caduto's and Joseph Bruchac's Keepers of the Earth.





Golden, Colorado:  Golden, 1989




        
Barbara Lewis's The Kid's Guide to Social Action.





Minneapolis:  Free Spirit, 1991.





Egger-Bovet's US Kids History: Book of the American




Indian; Book of the American Revolution; Book of the New




American Nation. Boston: Little, Brown and Co., 1995.





Barbara Greenwood's A Pioneer Sampler. New York: 





Ticknor and Fields, 1994.


B.
Videos/videodiscs (including All Summer in a Day, Cosmic Zoom, Masada,



Holocaust documentaries, WFBG/Lickety Split's Free Enterprise) and Slides



(including Heisey Museum logging era, U.S. Committee for UNICEF



Festivals of Light) 


C.
Educators for Social Responsibility publications; Brown Paper Series (Little,



Brown and Company); National Wildlife and J. Hakim's A History of US



publications


D.
Periodicals (including Social Education,  Learning, Social Studies and the 



Young Learner)


E.
Wall maps; globes; atlases; almanacs; surveys; music; CD Rom/software;



food; Landsat photos; models; and tools from three area museums.
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