
I.
Introductory Information:

A.
Departmental Catalogue Number:  EDUC476 

B.
Course Title:  Creating Classroom Environments

C.
Credit in Terms of Semester Hours:  2 hours

D.
Clock Hours per Week:  2 hours

E.
Restrictions upon Student Registration:

Scheduled concurrently with subject matter methods and 

Clinical Field Experience

II.
Description of the Course:

"Creating Classroom" Environments provides specific information and strategies for organizing, planning and implementing instruction in a classroom and creating a positive, productive atmosphere for learning. Questioning, listening and planning techniques are stressed. Methods for helping the learners to become self disciplined are emphasized and techniques for dealing with unacceptable behavior are considered in depth. Since this course is usually taken concurrently with other courses in teaching methods and with a required field experience course, all topics are consciously integrated with those of the other courses. In additional to master the various techniques considered, students are expected to develop a philosophical basis for creating an ordered classroom.

III.
Exposition:

A.
Objectives:

The student will be able to

1.
develop effective questioning and sensitive listening techniques that are necessary for eliciting wide and thoughtful participation in classroom discussion

2.
develop a variety of classroom management techniques that will assist in establishing and maintaining situations conducive to learning.

3.
identify and discuss factors which contribute to the learner's self concept and emotional development

4.
plan daily and long range learning experiences including units in the subjects usually taught in the elementary school as well as interdisciplinary units.

5.
develop the ability to work with exceptional children who have been "included" in a regular classroom

6.
create and use various types of teacher-made and commercial evaluation instruments

7.
discuss professional and ethical behaviors as they relate to colleagues, parents, and children

B.
Activities and Requirements:

1.
discuss and practice, in simulated activities, specific techniques for effective questioning and sensitive listening in school situations

2.
view, discuss and react in writing to selected video tapes or written case studies portraying classroom scenarios

3.
discuss philosophies and strategies which can combine to make a well ordered classroom with a positive atmosphere

4.
write lesson and unit plans for the subject areas taught in the elementary school

5.
write an interdisciplinary unit of study to include activities in reading/language arts, social studies, science, mathematics, technology and the arts

6.
plan activities which can be adapted for use with children in included classrooms

C.
Major Units and Time Allotted:

1.
The elementary school curriculum (1 week)

2.
Effective teaching and learning (2 weeks)

3.
Planning to teach (3 weeks)

4.
Effective questioning (2 weeks)

5.
Sensitive listening (1 week)

6.
Evaluating instruction and reporting grades (1 week)

7.
Evaluating your own teaching (1 week)

8.
Goals and philosophies of classroom management and discipline (1 week)

9.
Techniques for creating success-oriented learning environment (2 weeks)

10.
Professionalism and ethical behavior relative to colleagues, parents and children (1 week)

D.
Materials and Bibliography

Required Text: 

Thompson, S. J., Benson, S. N., Pachnowski, L. M., Salzman, J. A. (2001) Decision-making in planning and teaching. New York: Addison –Wesley Educational Publishers, Inc..

Other Materials

MyLabSchool. Allyn & Bacon© on-line supplement. Retrieved October 5, 2006, from http://www.mylabschool.com 

LiveText. LiveText Inc. Retrieved October 5, 2006, from http://college.livetext.com

Basic Bibliography:

Armstrong, T. (2000).  Multiple intelligences in the classroom (2nd ed.). Alexandria, VA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.

Brabec, K., Fisher, K., Pitler, H. (2004). Building better instruction: How technology supports nine research-proven instructional strategies. Learning & Leading with Technology 31(5), 6-11.

Curwin, R. L. and Mendler, A. L. (2000). Discipline with dignity. Retrieved 10/27/08 from http://ebooks.ebookmall.com/ebook/178945-ebook.htm

Dean, C. B., & Bailey, J. A. (2003). A report documenting the process for developing an integrated standards-based instructional unit. Aurora, CO: Mid-continent Research for Education and Learning.

Dean, C. B., & Lauer, P. A. (2003). Systematic evaluation for continuous improvement of teacher preparation. Volume 1: Cross-case analysis. Aurora, CO: Mid-continent Research for Education and Learning.

Dillon, J. T. (2004). Questioning and teaching: A manual of practice. WIPF & Stock Publishers.
Englert, K., Fries, D., Goodwin, B., Martin-Glenn, M., Michael, S. (2004). Understanding how principals use data in a new environment of accountability. Aurora, CO: Mid-continent Research for Education and Learning.

Fredericks, A. (2000) The complete guide to thematic units: Creating the integrated curriculum (2nd ed.). Norwood, MA: Christopher-Gordon Publishers, Inc.

Ishler, M. et.al. (1999). Dynamics of effective teaching (4th ed). New York, NY: Addison Wesley Longman, Inc.

Lauer, P. A. (2006). An education research primer: How to understand, evaluate, and use it. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass.

Marzano, R. J., Norford, J. S., Paynter, D. E., Pickering, D. J., & Gaddy, B. B. (2001). A handbook for classroom instruction that works. Alexandria, VA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.

Marzano, R. J., & Kendall, J. S. (1996). A comprehensive guide to designing standards-based districts, schools, and classrooms. Alexandria, VA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.

Pitler, H., Hubbell, E. R., Kuhn, M., & Malenoski, K. (2007). Using technology with classroom instruction that works. Alexandria, VA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development.

Regional Education Laboratory Program. U.S. Department of Education Retrieved 10/30/08 from http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/

IV.
Standards:


The final grade will be based upon the following six types of assignments:


Active class discussion


Simulated lessons


Written essays on classroom management


Written essays on effective questioning


Lesson plans


Interdisciplinary Unit

Revised 10/96, Edited 11/08
Page 
 PAGE 
1
 


