
I.
Introductory Information:

A.
Departmental Catalogue Number:  EDUC476 

B.
Course Title:  Creating Classroom Environments

C.
Credit in Terms of Semester Hours:  2 hours

D.
Clock Hours per Week:  2 hours

E.
Restrictions upon Student Registration:

Scheduled concurrently with subject matter methods and 

Clinical Field Experience

II.
Description of the Course:

"Creating Classroom" Environments provides specific information and strategies for organizing, planning and implementing instruction in a classroom and creating a positive, productive atmosphere for learning. Questioning, listening and planning techniques are stressed. Methods for helping the learners to become self disciplined are emphasized and techniques for dealing with unacceptable behavior are considered in depth. Since this course is usually taken concurrently with other courses in teaching methods and with a required field experience course, all topics are consciously integrated with those of the other courses. In additional to master the various techniques considered, students are expected to develop a philosophical basis for creating an ordered classroom.

III.
Exposition:

A.
Objectives:

The student will be able to

1.
develop effective questioning and sensitive listening techniques that are necessary for eliciting wide and thoughtful participation in classroom discussion

2.
develop a variety of classroom management techniques that will assist in establishing and maintaining situations conducive to learning.

3.
identify and discuss factors which contribute to the learner's self concept and emotional development

4.
plan daily and long range learning experiences including units in the subjects usually taught in the elementary school as well as interdisciplinary units.

5.
develop the ability to work with exceptional children who have been "included" in a regular classroom

6.
create and use various types of teacher-made and commercial evaluation instruments

7.
discuss professional and ethical behaviors as they relate to colleagues, parents, and children

B.
Activities and Requirements:

1.
discuss and practice, in simulated activities, specific techniques for effective questioning and sensitive listening in school situations

2.
view, discuss and react in writing to selected video tapes or written case studies portraying classroom scenarios

3.
discuss philosophies and strategies which can combine to make a well ordered classroom with a positive atmosphere

4.
write lesson and unit plans for the subject areas taught in the elementary school

5.
write an interdisciplinary unit of study to include activities in reading/language arts, social studies, science, mathematics, technology and the arts

6.
plan activities which can be adapted for use with children in included classrooms

C.
Major Units and Time Allotted:

1.
The elementary school curriculum (1 week)

2.
Effective teaching and learning (2 weeks)

3.
Planning to teach (3 weeks)

4.
Effective questioning (2 weeks)

5.
Sensitive listening (1 week)

6.
Evaluating instruction and reporting grades (1 week)

7.
Evaluating your own teaching (1 week)

8.
Goals and philosophies of classroom management and discipline (1 week)

9.
Techniques for creating success-oriented learning environment (2 weeks)

10.
Professionalism and ethical behavior relative to colleagues, parents and children (1 week)

D.
Materials and Bibliography

Required Text: 

*Kellough, Richard and Patricia Roberts. A Resource Guide for Elementary School Teaching. New York: Macmillan College Publishers, 1994.

Optional Text:

Silverman, Welty Lyon. Case Studies for Teacher Problem Solving. New York: McGraw Hill, Primis, 1993.

Basic Bibliography:

*Alexander, Kern and M. David Alexander. American Public School Law. St. Paul, Minnesota: West Publishing Co., 1985.

*Armstrong, Thomas. Multiple Intelligences in the Classroom. Alexandria, VA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, 1994.

*Barell, John. Teaching for Thoughtfulness: Classroom Strategies to Enhance Intellectual Development. White Plains, NY: Longman, 1995.

*Bender, William N. Understanding ADHD: A Practical Guide for Teachers and Parents. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1994.

*Bruer, John T. Schools for Thought. Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press, 1995.

*Curwin, Richard L. and Allen N. Mendler. Discipline with Dignity. Alexandria, VA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, 1988.

*Cangelosi, James. Systematic Teaching Strategies. New York: Longman Publishing Group, 1992.

Dillon, James Thomas. Questioning and Teaching: A Manual of Practice. New York: Teachers College Press, 1988.

Eggen, Paul D. and Donald P. Kauchak. Strategies for Teachers. Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1988.

*Eisner, The Educational Imagination. New York: Macmillan Publishing Co., 1979.

*Fisher, Roger and William URY. Getting to Yes: Negotiating Agreement Without Giving In. New York, NY: Penguin Books, 1991.

*Fredericks, Anthony. Thematic Units. New York: Harper Collins College Publishers, 1993.

*Gardner, Howard. Frames of Mind: The Theory of Multiple Intelligence. New York: Harper & Row, Inc., 1993.

_______________ The Unschooled Mind. New York: Basic Books, 1991.

*Glatthorn, Allan A. Learning Twice: An Introduction to the Methods of Teaching. New York: Harpers Collins College Publishers, 1993.

+Jones, Vernon and Louise S. Jones. Responsible Classroom Discipline: Creating Positive Learning Environments and Solving Problems. Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 1981.

Langford, Peter. Children's Thinking and Learning in the Elementary School. Lancaster, PA: Technomic Publishing Company, Inc., 1989.

Maclure, Styart and Peter Davies. Learning To Think: Thinking To Learn. Elmsford, New York: Pergamon Press, 1991.

*Marzano, Robert J. A Different Kinds of Classroom: Teaching with Dimensions of Learning. Alexandria, VA: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, 1992.

*Roberts, Patricia L. & Richard Kellough. A Guide for Developing an Interdisciplinary Thematic Unit. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1996.

*Seeman, Howard. Preventing Classroom Discipline Problems. Lancaster, Pennsylvania: Technomic Publishing Co., 1988.

+Wilen, William, ed. Questions, Questioning Techniques and Effective Teaching. Washington, D.C.: National Education Association, 1987.

+Wilen, William, Questioning Skills for Teachers. Washington, D.C.: National Education Association, 1991.

+LHU Library

*personal library

Video Tapes:

ASCD (1992), Another Pair of Eyes

ASCD (1991), Catch Them Being Good

ASCD (1992), Cooperative Learning

ASCD (1992), Redesigning Assessment Portfolios

Canter, Lee (1993), Assertive Discipline

Glasser, W. (1975), Reality Therapy

Mudd, Roger (1991), Learning in America: Schools That Work

IV.
Standards:


The final grade will be based upon the following six types of assignments:


Active class discussion


Simulated lessons


Written essays on classroom management


Written essays on effective questioning


Lesson plans


Interdisciplinary Unit
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