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I.
Introductory Information:

A.        Department: Elementary and Middle Level Education

B.        Catalog Number:  ELML119 

C.
Course Title:  First Year Seminar for Elementary and Middle Level Education Students

D.
Credit in Terms of Semester Hours:  1 

E.
Clock Hours per Week: 1

F.
Overlays:  None


G.
Restrictions upon Student Registration:

Elementary and Middle Level Education majors. 

II.
Description of the Course:

A. Catalog Description:

Designed to provide an overview of elementary and middle level education and to outline program requirements to support student achievement within the Elementary and Middle Level Education Program. The students will be required to observe/participate in the schools for 20 hours in addition to class hours.


B.  Comprehensive Description:


Instruction and activities in the seminar will assist student understanding and achievement of the requirements of Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE), National Council of Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) and National Middle School Association (NMSA) which are not currently addressed in existing courses.  Each seminar will address specific topics focusing on the requirements and needs of students at each stage of their course of study.  The seminar will also address topics taught in the generic freshmen seminars.

III.      
Exposition:

A.
Objectives:



Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:

1. describe the LHUP conceptual framework and explain its role in preparing LHUP students to become teachers.

2. explain services available such as the library, the math and writing centers and other support groups.

3. describe standards-based education.

4. explain the meaning of the Interstate New Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium (INTASC), National Middle School Association (NMSA) and Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) standards.

5. evaluate their technology skills.

6. recognize diverse learning needs and environments.

7. identify components of the assessment plan and student responsibilities.

8. identify attributes and ethics of professionalism and demonstrate a professional attitude in various settings (i.e. dress, formal communication, punctuality, confidentiality, ethical behavior, etc.) and explain the role of the student in their success in a teacher preparation program.

9. describe the history and philosophy of elementary and middle schools.

10. describe the characteristics of successful middle schools.

 B.
Activities and Requirements: 

1. attend lectures on a variety of topics
2. engage in seminars on professional topics
3. actively participate in class
4. complete all assignments
5. observe/participate 20 hours in grades 4-8. 
6. write reflective papers
7. schedule and prepare for a meeting with their academic advisor
8. complete Stage 1 education program requirements

C.        Major Units and Time Allotted:


            (15 hours)
1. Conceptual framework 




  (.5 hour)
2. Advisement, university services and opportunities 
  (2 hours)
3. Assessment system



              (3 hours)
 
                   a. Stage 1 documents







                   b. Stage 2 documents 


                   c. INTASC, PDE, and NMSA standards




5.   Professionalism                                                                    (1 hour)
6.   Elementary and middle level education 
                        (3.5 hours)
       a. History and philosophy

       b. Characteristics
of successful middle schools


7.   Strategies for working with various kinds of diversity   
    (1 hour)
8.   Time allotted out of class for observation
               (3 hours)
9.   Reflecting on time in the schools                                         (1 hour)
D.        Materials and Bibliography:

1.  Suggested Textbook: no textbook will be required.
2.  Other Materials: packets of materials outlining the PDE, college, and     departmental program requirements.

3.  Bibliographic support:

Anfara, V., Andrews, G., & Mertens, S. (Eds). (2005). The encyclopedia of middle grades education.  Charlotte, NC. Information Age Publishing & NMSA

Bucher, K., & Manning, L. (2001).  Teaching in the middle school, Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

Irvine, J. (2003). Educating teachers for diversity:  Seeing with a cultural eye. Bloomington, IN:  PDK.

National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education, (2008). Professional Standards for the Accreditation of Teacher Preparation Institutions. Washington, DC: NCATE.

Pennsylvania Department of Education, (2008) The Framework for Grades 4-8 Program Guidelines. Harrisburg, PA: PDE.

Powell, S. (2005). Introduction to middle school.  Upper Saddle River, New Jersey:  Pearson Prentice Hall.

Wormeli, R.  (2001). Fair isn’t always equal:  Assessing and grading in the differentiated classroom. Portland, ME: Stenhouse Publishers.

Wormeli, R.  (2001). Meet me in the middle. Portland, ME: Stenhouse Publishers.

IV.      Standards:

   Students are evaluated on their understand​ing, as demonstrated by their competence in   

   using the knowledge gained in this course, completing their stage one documents, and  

   completing their field experience hours.   Grading for this course will be CREDIT/NO  

   CREDIT.

V.
    Rationale and Impact:
    A.  Freshmen seminars have proved to be instrumental in retention. Since there are many 

very specific program requirements imposed on our majors, it is necessary to acquaint 
them with these responsibilities in their first year of study so that they may meet 
expected goals and deadlines.

    B. This course, following Freshmen Seminar format, is required of all Elementary and 
Middle Level Education majors.  
    C. This course will have no effect on other academic programs or departments.
VI. 
    Cost and Staff Analysis:

            A. This is a revision of an existing course.

            B. This course will be taught every fall semester and in the spring when appropriate.

VII.     Date Approved by University president:

_________________________________________

_____________

Signature of President
            Date
Date
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