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I.
Introductory Information:

A.  Department Name: Elementary and Middle Level Education


B.  Department Catalog Number: ELML 210

C.  Course Title: Learning Theory for Elementary and Middle Level 

             
Learners


D.  Semester Hours of Credit: 3

E.  Clock Hours Per Week: 3
F.  Overlays: none

G.  Restriction Upon Student Registration: To register, a student must have completed ELML 119 and PSYC 103.

II.
Description of Course:
Designed to give the student a more in-depth understanding of the learning process for elementary and middle level learners.  Essential components of the course focus on the learner, the teacher, the patterns of instruction, the curriculum, and the development of instructional materials.  The students are required to participate in the schools 20 hours in addition to class hours.

III.
Exposition:

A. Objectives:


Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:

1.
identify significant learning characteristics of elementary and middle level students.

2.
recall theories of cognitive development

3.
describe how elementary and middle level students learn 

4.
explain the expectations, responsibilities, and facilitating behavior of a elementary/middle level teacher

5.
describe the elementary and middle school curriculum

6.
discuss the national and Pennsylvania standards  and the impact of the standards on the school’s curriculum

7.
design and teach developmentally appropriate, standards based lessons

8.
discuss how to prepare and implement questions for instructional purposes

9.
explain the appropriateness of grouping students for instruction

10.
critique the strengths and weaknesses of instructional strategies to optimize learning

11.
articulate the criteria for selecting and using instructional aids and resources during instruction


B. Activities and Requirements:



1.
Attend class. 



2.
Participate in class discussions.



3.
Complete all assigned readings.

4. 
Complete written exams.

5.
Complete class and individual projects.
6.
Complete peer and school teaching.

C. Major Units and Time Allotted:



   
      (45 hours)




1. 
Learning characteristics and cognitive development          (6 hours)

a.  Significant learning characteristics of elementary and middle school children

b.  Intellectual development and how children learn

c.  Styles of learning

2.  
The expectations, responsibilities, and facilitating  
     (1.5 hours)

behaviors of an elementary and middle level teacher  

3.
The elementary and middle school curriculum                   (4 hours)


a.  The integrated curriculum


b.  Curriculum development and implementation




c.  Middle school curriculum components



4.
Standards-based, lesson planning                                   (10.5 hours)




a.  Aims, goals, and objectives




b.  Objectives and their relationship to instruction 

and assessment

c.  Preparing objectives

d.  Classification of objectives

e.  Using the taxonomies
f.  Using the standards
g.  Components of a lesson plan



5.
Questioning techniques                                                    (1.5 hours)




a.  Purpose for using questions




b.  Types of questions and student thinking




c.  Guidelines for using questioning



6.
Grouping for positive interaction and quality learning       (2 hours)




a.  The cooperative learning group




b.  Small groups




c.  Large group or whole group




d.  Independent study, projects, papers, and oral reports



7. 
Instructional strategies                                                         (4 hours)




a.  Formal and informal teacher talk




b.  Demonstrations




c.  The teaching of thinking




d.  Inquiry teaching and discovery learning

            8.
Instructional aids and resources 
         
                     (4 hours)                                                                      

                                
a.  Visual displays

                  

b.  The community as a resource




c.  Audiovisual aids




d.  Technology



9.
Peer Teaching                                                                   (4.5 hours)



10. 
Reflection on observation hours                                          (3 hours)


11. 
Time allotted out of class for supervised participation       (4 hours)

 in schools        


D. Material and Bibliography:



1. Suggested textbooks:

Kellough, R., & Kellough, N. (2007).  Teaching young adolescents: A guide to methods and resources for middle school teaching (5th ed.). Columbus, OH: Allyn and Bacon.


2. Bibliographical support:

Fetsco, T., & McClure, J. (2005). Educational psychology: An   integrated approach to classroom decisions. Columbus, OH: Merrill.
Finders, M., & Hynds, S. (2003). Literacy Lessons: Teaching and learning with middle school students. Columbus, OH: Allyn and Bacon.

Irvin, J., Buehl, D., & Radcliffe. B. (2007). Strategies to enhance literacy and learning in middle level content area classrooms. Columbus, OH: Allyn and Bacon.

Kellough, R., & Jarolimek. (2008). Teaching and learning K-8: A guide to methods and resources (9th ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Education, Inc.

Lemlech, J. (2006). Curriculum and instruction methods for elementary and middle school. Columbus, OH: Allyn and Bacon.

Manning, L., & Bucher, K. (2009). Teaching in the middle school.   

Columbus, OH: Allyn and Bacon.

Martinez, M. (2006). What is metacognition? Phi Delta Kappan, 87, 696-699.

Moran, S., Kornhaber, M., & Gardner, H. (2006). Orchestrating multiple intelligence. Educational Leadership, 64(1), 22-27.

Ormond, J. (2008). Educational psychology: Developing learners. 

Columbus, OH: Merrill.

Powell, S. (2005). Introduction to middle school. Columbus, OH: Allyn and Bacon.

Ruddell, R. (2009). How to teach reading to elementary and middle school students. Columbus, OH: Allyn and Bacon.

Slavin, R. (2007). Educational psychology: Theory and practice (9th ed.).  Columbus, OH: Merrill.

Stonge, J. (2007). Qualities of effective teachers (2nd ed.). Alexandria, VA:  Association for Supervisions and Curriculum Development.

Tomlinson, C., & Doubet, K. (2005). Reach them to teach them.  

Educational Leadership, 62(7), 8-15.

Wiles, J., Bondi, J., & Wiles, M. (2006). The essential middle school (4th ed.). Columbus, OH: Allyn and Bacon.

Woolfolk, A. (2008). Educational psychology: Active learning edition (10th ed.). Columbus, OH: Merrill

IV.
Standards:
Grading will be in accordance with the university’s grading policy and will be based on written assignments, oral presentations, major projects, exams and attendance.
V.
Rationale and Impact:
A. This course is requisite to meet Pennsylvania Department of Education certification requirements.

B. The course is required of all elementary and middle level education majors.

C. This course will have no effect on other academic programs or departments.

VI.
Cost and Staff Analysis:
A.  There is no new cost associated with this course.

B. This course will be taught each semester.

VI.
Date approved by University president:

______________________________     _____________


Signature of the President
                  Date

