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Course Syllabus

College Writing Skills
ENGL090
I.   
Introductory Information

A.   Department Name:  
English

B.   Departmental Catalogue Number:  
ENGL090
C.   Course Title:  
College Writing Skills

D.   Semester HHhH  Hours of Credit
3

E.   Clock Hours Per Week:  
3
F.
Overlays:
None

G.
Restrictions Upon Student Registration:
Required, contingent on seating, if SAT-Verbal or Essay score <401, or permission of instructor.  


II.   
Description of the Course

A.
Catalog Description:  

Intensive practice in critical reading skills and the forms of college writing.
III.  
Exposition

      
A.
Objectives:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will demonstrate their readiness for 
Composition and be able to do the following:

1. Write effective 250-500 word essays, as well as journal entries, essay exams, and summaries. 
2. Analyze and integrate source material.
3. Demonstrate knowledge of organizational patterns such as comparison/contrast, cause/effect, and division/classification.

4. Use the writing process to prepare different types of academic writing.

5. Write effective and coherent sentences using a variety of sentence types.
6. Recognize and avoid the most common stylistic errors.

B.   Activities:

1.
Several compositions of different forms, written to a variety of audiences; these compositions must demonstrate knowledge of the accepted conventions of written English.

2.
Participation in class activities and successful completion of class assignments.

C.  
Major Units and Time Allotted (45 hours):

The course will be taught by several English faculty, so the distribution of the 45 hours will vary according to the instructor.  Topics will include the following: prewriting and the writing process; understanding assignments; organizing supporting materials; genres; rhetorical modes; and sentence and paragraph construction. 

D. 
Materials and Bibliography:

1.    Suggested Textbooks:

Mangelsdorf, Kate, and Evelyn Posey.  Discoveries: A Step-by-Step Guide to Writing Paragraphs and Essays. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2006.  
2.
Other Materials: 



None.

3.
Bibliographic Support:

Anderson, Marilyn.  Keys to Successful Writing. 3rd ed. New York: Prentice Hall, 2005.


Anker, Susan.  Real Writing with Readings: Paragraphs and Essays for College, Work, and Everyday Life.  4th ed.  Boston: Bedford/St Martin’s, 2007.
Brandon, Lee, and Kelly Lee.  Sentences, Paragraphs and Beyond with Integrated Readings. 5th ed. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2008. 


Dupaquier-Sardinas, Carolyn, and Laurie Barton.  NorthStar Reading and Writing Intermediate. 2nd ed. U.S.: Addison Wesley Higher Education, 2003.

English, Andrew, and Laura Monahan English. NorthStar Reading and Writing, High-Intermediate. 2nd ed. U.S.: Addison Wesley Higher Education, 2003.
Gaetz, Lynne, and Suneeti Phadke.  The Writer’s World: Sentences and Paragraphs.  New York: Prentice Hall, 2006.
Hacker, Diana.  Rules for Writers.  5th ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2004.

Kirszner, Laurie G., and Stephen R. Mandell.  Writing First with Readings: Practice in Context.  3rd ed.  Boston: Bedford/St.Martin’s, 2006.
Kuhl, Ellen, and Julia G. Berrisford, eds.  Readings for Discoveries: A Collection of Short Essays. Boston: Bedford/St.Martin’s, 2006. 

Lester, Lanny, and Judith Resnick.  Text and Thought: An Integrated Approach to College Reading and Writing.  2nd ed.  New York: Longman, 2003.
Rose, Mike.  “Remedial Writing Courses: A Critique and a Proposal.”  Writing Teacher’s Sourcebook.  Eds.  Edward P.J. Corbett, Nancy Myers, and Gary Tate.  4th ed.  Oxford:  Oxford UP, 2000.  26-35.
IV.   
Standards and Assessment

A.   Standards:  

Grades will be assigned in accordance with the grading policy of the university and will be based primarily on the quality of work demonstrated by students in meeting the requirements noted in sections III.B and III.C.  Students must earn C- or better to enter ENGL 100. 

V.
Rationale and Impact:

A. This course is a response to professional program accreditation requirements for a pre-composition course, requests by PASSHE that the general education curricula of the PASSHE schools mirror each other, and Fall 2007 English Department assessment that indicated that 10-20% of Composition enrollees were under-prepared for a traditional composition course.

B. This course is designed for students who are under-prepared for success in English 100.  Testing indicates that these students fit one of the following profiles:  Students with SAT-Essay or SAT-Verbal scores below 460, some students who have not taken the SAT, and ESL students whose language proficiency is not yet ready for successful matriculation.  The course is offered with the belief that additional preparation will reduce the number of students who must repeat the course.

C. This course will be required only for those students whose test scores indicate that they need it.
VI.
Cost and Staff Analysis:

A. The course will require six-eight additional sections, of no more than 20 students each, per academic year under current admissions conditions and cannot be taught without the addition of one full-time faculty position.  If increasing numbers of under-prepared students receive admission, numbers of faculty positions will need to increase correspondingly.  Additional costs, though minimal, will be incurred through administration of placement testing.  Currently, these costs should not exceed the equivalent of 10 hours/semester of faculty time.

B. If staffing needs are met, the course will be offered in the Fall and Spring semesters

VII. 
Date approved by University President


___________________________________
_______________


Signature
Date

