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Course Syllabus

Composition
ENGL100

I.
Introductory Information

A.
Department Name:  
English

B.
Departmental Catalogue Number:  
ENGL 100

C.
Course Title:  
Composition

D.
Credit in Terms of Semester Hours:  
3 Hours

E.
Clock Hours per Semester:  
3 Hours

F.
Overlays
None

G.
Restrictions upon Student Registration:  
Class size limited to 22 students
II.
Description of the Course

A. Catalog Description

Introduction to the basic principles of effective English written communication.

B. Comprehensive Description

This course teaches the basic principles of effective English composition, emphasizing in particular the development and organization of ideas and the expression of those ideas in clear expository prose.  Students read a variety of prose models and write different kinds of non-fictional prose.  Students will learn that the act of writing is a composing process that involves discovering ideas, organizing, drafting, revising, and editing for an audience.  The content of this course relates to standards of the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) and the Interstate New Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium (INTASC).  The course addresses INTASC Principle #1: Knowledge of Subject Matter: “The teacher understands the central concepts, tools of inquiry, and structures of the discipline(s) he or she teaches and can create learning experiences that make these aspects of subject matter meaningful for students.”  The course also addresses NCATE Unit Standard 1: “Candidates preparing to work in schools as teachers or other professional school personnel know and demonstrate the content, pedagogical, and professional knowledge, skills, and dispositions necessary to help all students learn,” as well as NCATE Program Standard 3.0: “The program prepares English language arts teachers who are knowledgeable about language, literature, oral, visual, and written literacy, print and nonprint media, technology, and research theory and findings.”
III.
Exposition:


A.
Objectives:



Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:

1.
Read analytically their own and others’ writing, recognizing main ideas and logical development;
2.
Develop clear and focused writing, using specific evidence to support and develop opinions, assertions, or theses;
3.
Organize central ideas and supporting material in unified, coherent patterns, using various methods of rhetorical development (e.g. argument, comparison and contrast, process and analysis);
4.
Be able to locate, evaluate, and effectively use source material, citing it with correct documentation;


5.
Write to a variety of audiences;
6.
Revise their compositions through progressive stages (i.e. from rough draft to finished work);
7.
Edit their writing according to standard conventions of grammar, usage, punctuation, and mechanics.


B.
Activities and Requirements:

1.
Several compositions of different forms, written to a variety of audiences; these compositions must demonstrate the accepted conventions of written English.
2.
A research assignment that involves finding information from sources and the use of current documentation styles.

3.
Participation in class activities and successful completion of class assignments.


C.
Major Units and Time Allotted:

The course is routinely taught by all English faculty, so the distribution of the 45 hours will vary according to the instructor.  Most instructors will divide the course into 4-5 sections, reflecting the different types of paper (narrative, analytical, persuasive, etc.)

D.
Materials and Bibliography:

1.
Suggested Textbooks: A departmentally agreed-upon handbook.  The current text is  The New St. Martin’s Handbook (Lunsford and Connors, 2003).  Many instructors will also require an anthology of prose models.
2.
Other Materials: none required.
3.
Bibliographic Support
Achtert, Walter S. and Joseph Gibaldi.  The  MLA Style Manual.  New York: MLA, 2003.

American Psychological Association.  Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association.  5th ed.  Washington, D.C.: Author, 2001.

Bazerman, Charles.  The Informed Writer: Using Sources in the Disciplines.  5th  ed.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1995.

Belanoff, Pat and Marcia Dickson, eds.  Portfolios: Process and Product.  Portsmouth, New Hampshire: Boynton/Cook, 1991.

Cambridge, Barbara L. and Anne C. Williams.  Portfolio Learning.  New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1998.

The Chicago Manual of Style.,  15th ed.  Chicago: U. of Chicago Press, 2003.

Connors, Robert and Cheryl Glenn.  The St. Martin’s Guide to Teaching Writing.  3rd ed.  New York: St. Martin’s, 1995.

Dawe, Charles W. and Edward A. Dornan.  One to One: Resources for Conference-Centered Writing.  Instructor’s ed.  Boston: Little, Brown, 1981.

Elbow, Peter and Pat Belanoff.  A Community of Writers: A Workshop Course in Writing.  2nd ed.  New York:  McGraw-Hill, 1995.

IV.   
Standards and Assessment

Standards:  

Grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with university policy, and will be based upon student demonstration of a mastery of the course material through papers, class discussion, and examinations.
Assessment:

Examinations, homework, and papers will be used to assess the objectives in section III.A.

V.
Rationale  and Impact:

A. This syllabus replaces the previous syllabus for ENGL 100.  It has been updated to reflect the new format, and to include NCATE and INTASC standards.

B. This course is designed for general-education students.

C. No other department will be affected by the revision of this course.

VI.
Cost and Staff Analysis:

A. There will be no additional costs incurred on university resources.

B. Many sections of the course are offered each semester.

VII. 
Date approved by University President
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