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Course Syllabus

Methods of Teaching English I

ENGL 206

I. Introductory Information

A.  Department Name:  English

B. Department Catalog Numbers:  ENGL 206

C. Course Title:  Methods of Teaching English 1

D. Semester Hours of Credit:  2

E. Clock Hours Per Week:  4-6
F. Overlays: none
G. Restrictions Upon Student Registration: To register, a student must be in good academic standing and have passed Praxis I.  Students must register concurrently for EDUC 212, Classroom Management in the Middle and Secondary School Setting, and EDTF 205, Instructional Media for Secondary Education 1.  No other courses may be scheduled during the block time frame in order to allow for the field experience component of this course.  It is recommended (but not required) that students complete PSYC 103, Adolescent Psychology, and EDTF 101, Social Foundations of Education before registering for ENGL206.  
II. Description of the Course

Catalog description:  An introduction to professional attitudes and discipline-specific pedagogical skills necessary to implement effective classroom instruction.  The first in a sequence of early field experiences designed to provide students an opportunity to observe and participate in several diverse school settings.  
III. Exposition

A.
Objectives:
Upon completion of this course students will be able to do the following:

1. Create an inclusive and supportive learning environment in which all students can engage in learning. (NCATE 2.1).  Assessed by Activities #2, 3, 4, and 5.

2. Use English Language Arts (ELA) to help their students become familiar with their own and others’ cultures. (NCATE 2.2). Assessed by Activities #2, 3, 4, and 5.
3. Demonstrate reflective practice, involvement in professional organizations, and collaboration with both faculty and other candidates. (NCATE 2.3).  Assessed by Activities #3 and 5.
4. Use practices designed to assist students in developing habits of critical thinking and judgment. (NCATE 2.4).  Assessed by Activities #2, 3, 4, and 5.  

5. Make meaningful connections between the ELA curriculum and developments in culture, society, and education. (NCATE 2.5).  Assessed by Activities #2, 3, 4, and 5.
6. Engage their students in activities that demonstrate the role of arts and humanities in learning. (NCATE 2.6).  Assessed by Activities #2, 3, 4, and 5.
B. Activities and Requirements

Required activities include the following:

1. classroom exercises, readings, and discussions;

2. teaching demonstrations;

3. written reflections on classroom observations;
4. formal lesson plans;

5. portfolio and self-assessment of attainment of NCTE and INTASC standards.

C. Major Units and Time Allotted

Hourly requirements for practice teaching demonstrations and field experiences are in addition to the 48 hours allotted for classroom instruction.  (For the three weeks of the semester during which students are conducting observations in local school districts, regular class meetings are suspended.)

1.
Theory: Language and Literacy Learning 

a. 
learning styles and literate behaviors (4 hours)
b.
diverse language experiences (4 hours)

2.
Practice:  Instructional Planning

a.
instructional contexts (2 hours)

b.
standards (4 hours)

c.
lesson planning (8 hours)

d.
teaching demonstrations (24 hours)

3.
Teacher Research:  Classroom Observation

a.
active observation, field notes, and reflections (2 hours)

4.
Field Experiences 

a. 
Local School District (25 – 30 hours)

b.
Urban School (10 hours)

c.
Foreign Language School (by arrangement; minimum 10 hours recommended)

D. Materials and Bibliography 

1.  
Suggested Textbooks: primary texts should include current theory and best practice as supported by NCTE, such as the texts listed below

2.
Other Materials: LiveText subscription.
3.
Bibliographic Support:

Appleman, Deborah. Critical Encounters in High School English:  Teaching Literary Theory to Adolescents. New York:  Teachers College Press, 2000.

Beers, Kylene  and Teri S. Lesesne, eds.  Books for You:  An Annotated Booklist for Senior High.  14th ed.  Urbana, IL:  NCTE, 2001.

Brown, Jean E. and Elaine C. Stephens, eds.  Your Reading:  An Annotated Booklist for Middle School and Junior High.  11th ed.  Urbana, IL:  NCTE, 2003.

Cochran-Smith, Marilyn and Susan L. Lytle.  Inside Outside:  Teacher Research and Knowledge.  New York:  Teachers College Press, 1993.

Daniels, Harvey.  Literature Circles: Voice and Choice in Book Clubs & Reading Groups. 2nd ed.  Portland, ME: Stenhouse Publishers, 2002. 

Delpit, Lisa, ed. The Skin That We Speak: Thoughts on Language and Cuture in the Classroom . W.W. Norton, 2005.

Herz, Sarah K. and Donald R. Gallo.  From Hinton to Hamlet:  Building Bridges Between Young Adult Literature and the Classics.  Westport, CT:  Greenwood Press, 1996.

Hubbard, Ruth Shagoury and Brenda Miller Power.  The Art of Classroom Inquiry:  A Handbook for Teacher-Researchers.  Portsmouth, NH:  Heinemann, 1993.

Irvine, Jacqueline Jordan.  Educating Teachers for Diversity:  Seeing With Cultural Eye.  New York:  Teachers College Press, 2003.

Kutz, Eleanor and Hephzibah Roskelly.  An Unquiet Pedagogy: Transforming Practice in the English Classroom.  Portsmouth, NH:  Boynton/Cook Heinemann, 1991.  

Langer, Judith A.  Effective Literacy Instruction:  Building Successful Reading and Writing Programs.  Urbana, IL:  NCTE, 2002.

Mitchell, Diana and Leila Christenbury.  Both Art and Craft:  Teaching Ideas That Spark Learning.  Urbana, IL: NCTE, 2000.

Moore, Rita A.  Classroom Research for Teachers:  A Practical Guide.  Norwood,  MA:  Christopher-Gordon Publishers, 2004.

Reynolds, Marilyn.  I Won’t Read and You Can’t Make Me:  Reaching Reluctant Teen Readers.  Portsmouth, NH:  Heinemann, 2004.

Riggio, Milla Cozart, ed.  Teaching Shakespeare Through Performance.  New York:  Modern Language Association, 1999.

Schuster, Edgar H.   Breaking the Rules:  Liberating Writers Through Innovative Grammar Instruction.  Portsmouth, NH:  Heinemann, 2003.

Smagorinsky, Peter.  Standards in Practice Grades 9-12.  Urbana, IL:  NCTE, 1996.

--- and Melissa E. Whiting. How English Teachers Get Taught:  Methods of Teaching the Methods Class. Urbana, IL: NCTE, 1995.

Smith, Frank.  The Book of Learning and Forgetting.   New York:  Teachers College Press, 1998.

Tovani, Cris. I Read It, But I Don’t Get It:  Comprehension Strategies for Adolescent Readers. Portland, ME:  Stenhouse, 2000.  

Vygotsky, Lev.  Thought and Language.  Cambridge, MA:  The MIT Press, 1997.

Weaver, Constance.  Teaching Grammar in Context.  Portsmouth, NH:  Boynton/Cook, 1996.

Weinbaum, Alexandria, et al.  Teaching as Inquiry:  Asking Hard Questions to Improve Practice and Student Achievement.  New York:  Teachers College Press, 2004.

Wiggins, Grant and Jay McTigue.  Understanding by Design.  Alexandria, VA:  Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, 1998.

Yagelski, Robert P. and Scott A. Leonard, eds.  The Relevance of English:  Teaching that Matters in Students’ Lives.  Urbana, IL:  NCTE, 2002.

IV. Standards and Assessment

Assessment will be based on regular attendance, class participation, written assignments, teaching demonstration, cooperating teacher’s evaluation, and pre-professional portfolio.  Grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with university policy, and will be based upon student demonstration of mastery of the course material.

V. Rationale

A. 
This is a minor revision of the prerequisites to align the program with NCATE and PDE standards.

B. 
This course is designed for Secondary Education English majors.

C.
Faculty in the departments that offer the other block courses have been consulted during the revision and re-sequencing  of this course.

VI. Cost and Staff Analysis

A.  There is no new cost associated with this revision of an existing course.

B. This course will be offered spring semesters only.

VII. Date approved by University president

______________________________________

__________________
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