Draft Syllabus Last Revised: 10/23/2009


Lock Haven University

Lock Haven, PA

College of Arts and Sciences

English Department

ENGL206: Methods of Teaching English I

I. Introductory Information

A.  Department Name:  English

B. Department Catalog Number:  ENGL 206

C. Course Title:  Methods of Teaching English I
D. Semester Hours of Credit:  3
E. Clock Hours Per Week:  4-6

Note: ENGL206 is taught within a block framework, along with PSYC201  
(Educational Psychology), and, as such, is scheduled within a larger block of


time.  This time block is 6 hours per day on Tuesdays and Thursdays with

 
students on subdivided schedules that vary depending upon the activities

 
scheduled.
F. Overlays: none
G. Restrictions Upon Student Registration: To register, a student must have a minimum 3.000 overall and in the major and have passed Praxis I.  Students must complete PSYC 103 (Adolescent Development) and 6 credits each of English and Mathematics.  SPEC204 (Cognitive Development of Diverse Learners) is strongly recommended.  Students must register concurrently for PSYC201.  No other courses may be scheduled during the block time frame in order to allow for the field experience component of this course.     
II. Description of the Course

Catalog description:  The first course in a two-course English teaching and learning methods sequence, this class is an introduction to professional attitudes and discipline-specific pedagogical skills necessary to implement effective classroom instruction and educational technology.  Emphasis is on theory, methods, materials, media, and strategies for teaching English Language Arts in the secondary setting and for Pennsylvania certification.  The course includes field experiences and practice teaching. 
Comprehension description:  The content of this course relates to standards for prospective secondary English teachers as described by the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE), the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE: Chapter 354 General Standards and Specific Program Guidelines for the State Approval of Professional Educator Programs), the Interstate New Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium (INTASC: Model Standards for Beginning Teacher Licensing and Development), the International Society for Technology in Education (ISTE), the National Educational Technology Standards for Teachers (NETS-T) and the National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE).
III. Exposition

A.
Objectives:
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:

1. Describe and use a variety of methods and instructional technologies for use in the English classroom (assessed by: exercises, formal lesson plans, teaching demonstration).
2. Construct and develop quality instructional materials and lesson plans that follow prescribed format and approach, including NCTE and PA standards, objective(s), an instructional plan, assessment(s), and adaptations (assessed by: exercises and formal lesson plans).

3. Teach one or more lessons to peers and then reflect on the performance and the lesson plan (assessed by: teaching demonstration).

4. Identify, collect, analyze, evaluate and adapt resources for teaching and learning in the classroom from a variety of sources including print, non-print, audio-visual, and web-based (assessed by: formal lesson plans).

5. Describe and use a variety of methods to create a sense of community in a classroom by identifying and using a variety of methods and media (assessed by: exercises, quiz, and discussion).

6. Describe and use a variety of methods to motivate students by identifying and using a variety of methods and instructional media (assessed by: exercises and formal lesson plans).
7. Identify the difference between “doing” and “progressing” in a classroom setting (assessed by: quiz and reflective essay).
8. Create opportunities for students to reflect and the means to construct such opportunities (assessed by: discussion, readings, and exercises).
9. Describe and use a variety of methods to help students develop speaking and listening skills (assessed by: formal lesson plans, discussion, and exercises).

10. Identify types of small-group discussion settings, as well as cooperative learning structures (assessed by: readings, discussion, and exercises).
11. Describe the history of teaching grammar in the secondary school setting and some current methods and techniques of teaching grammar (assessed by: exercises, readings, and quiz).
12. Locate, read, and respond to professional journal articles that discuss current trends and best practices in the English Language Arts classroom (assessed by: written reflections).

13. Demonstrate reflective thinking (assessed by: field experience, written reflections, and reflective essay).

14. Demonstrate familiarity with ISTE standards and a variety of English-oriented educational technologies (assessed by: exercises).
15. Practice professional attitudes and behaviors with teachers, staff and administration during field experience hours (assessed by: field experience).

16. Produce a developmental portfolio of teaching competencies based on INTASC principles, NETS-T performance indicators, and NCTE standards (assessed by: developing portfolio). 
B. Activities and Requirements

Required activities include classroom quizzes, exercises, readings, and discussions; teaching demonstrations; field experience at the middle school or high school level; formal written reflections on classroom observations and in response to published peer-reviewed journal articles focusing on the teaching of English in the secondary school setting; formal lesson plans; developing portfolio, demonstrating self-assessment of attainment of NCTE and INTASC standards; and a reflective essay that connects course content and field experiences and explores implications for instructional and institutional practices.

C. Major Units and Time Allotted

Hourly requirements for practice teaching demonstrations and field experiences are in addition to the 48 hours allotted for classroom instruction.  (For the three weeks of the semester during which students are conducting observations in local school districts, regular class meetings are suspended.)  

Educational technologies will be taught both as a separate unit, but also during and as part of instructional planning.
1.
Theory: Principles, Stances, Product vs Process Writing, Literary Theory 
(8 hours)
a. 
modeling, cooperative learning, product versus process writing and implications of contextual factors
b.
behaviorism versus constructivism and implications for the English secondary setting
c.   the impact of literary theories on the teaching and reading of literature in the English classroom and Judith Langer’s four stances
2.  Grammar Instruction: History and Current Trends 
(2 hours)
3.  Media: Media Literacy and Discipline-Specific Educational Technologies 
(6 hours)
4.  Practice: Instructional Planning
(29 hours)
a.
standards
b.
Livetext
c.   lesson planning
d.   lesson plan critiquing


e.   teaching demonstrations and reflections
5.
Field Experiences 
(56 hours)
a. 
Local School District
b.
Urban School
c.   Other diverse setting, as arranged by student


Total:
101 hours

D. Materials and Bibliography 
1.  
Suggested Textbooks and Materials: 


The primary texts will include current theory and best practice as 
supported by NCTE, such as Jeffrey Golub’s Making Learning Happen
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IV. Standards and Assessment

Assessment will be based on regular attendance, quizzes, class participation, written assignments, lesson plans, media projects, teaching demonstration, cooperating teacher’s evaluation, and pre-professional portfolio.  Grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with university policy, and will be based upon student demonstration of a mastery of the course material.

V. Rationale

A. 
This course revision reflects changes in the secondary education programs to accommodate Chapter 49.2 revisions.  While maintaining the fundamental basis of the introduction of theories and methodologies specific to the English education, the course now infuses the application of recent discipline-specific instructional technologies to enhance the learning experience.

B. 
This course is designed for Secondary Education English majors and will be taught in the spring of each academic year.
C.
Faculty in the departments that offer the other block courses have been consulted during the revision of this course.  No additional faculty are needed.
VI. Cost and Staff Analysis

A.  There is no new cost associated with this revision of an existing course.

 B.  This course will be offered spring semesters only.
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