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Course Syllabus
Core Texts in the Western Tradition
ENGL225
I.   
Introductory Information
A.   Department Name:  
English

B.   Departmental Catalogue Number:  
ENGL225
C.   Course Title:  
Core Texts in the Western Tradition
D.   Semester HHhH  Hours of Credit
3
E.   Clock Hours Per Week:  
3 Hours

F.
Overlays:
None
G.   Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  
ENGL100 or HONR111
II.   
Description of the Course
A.
Catalog Description:  

An introduction to classical mythology and the Bible that prepares students to understand allusions to these works in modern literature.
B.
Comprehensive Description:

The content of this course relates to standards of the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) and the Interstate New Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium (INTASC).  The course addresses Unit Standard One: Subject Matter: "The teacher understands the central concepts, tools of inquiry, and structures of the discipline(s) he or she teaches and can create learning experiences that make these aspects of subject matter meaningful for students."

III.  
Exposition
      
A.
Objectives:

           
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:
1.
Recognize allusions to classical myths and Biblical stories when they are encountered in literature (Assessed by Activity #2);
2.
Demonstrate an understanding of the literary significance of the Bible and classical mythology (Assessed by Activity #2).
      
B.   Activities:

1.  
Attend lectures and participate in class discussions.
2.  
Complete examinations and written work.
C.  
Major Units and Time Allotted:
1.
Greek and Roman Mythology (15 hours)
2.
The Old Testament (15 hours)

3.
The New Testament (15 hours)

D. 
Materials and Bibliography:
1.   Suggested Textbooks:
Hamilton, Edith.  Mythology.  Little, Brown, 1998.

The Bible.

2.
Other Materials: none required.

3.
Bibliographic Support:

Ackerman, James S., et.al.  Teaching the Old Testament in English Classes.  Indiana U.P., 1973.

Bodkin, Maude.  Archetypal Patterns in Poetry.  Oxford U.P., 1934.
Campbell, Joseph.  Creative Mythology.  Penguin, 1968.
---.  The Hero with a Thousand Faces.  New York: Bollingen, 1949. 

---.  Primitive Mythology.  New York: Penguin, 1959.

---.  Oriental Mythology.  New York: Penguin, 1962.

---.  Occidental Mythology.  New York: Penguin, 1964.

Delahunty, Andrew, ed.  The Oxford Dictionary of Allusions.  Oxford UP, 2003.

Easterling, P. J., et al., eds.  Cambridge History of Classical Literature.  Cambridge UP, 1982.

Frye, Northrop.  The Great Code: The Bible and Literature.  Harcourt Brace, Jovanovich, 1982.

Gottcent, John H.  The Bible: A Literary Study.  Twayne Publishers, 1986.

Gros, Louis, Kenneth, R.R., ed.  Literary Interpretations of Biblical Narratives. 2 vols. Abingdon Press. Volume l: 1974; Volume 2: 1982.

Henn, T.R.  The Bible as Literature.  Oxford U.P., 1972.
Highet, Gilbert.  The Classical Tradition: Greek and Roman Influences on Western Literature.  Oxford UP, 1985.

Howatson, Margaret.  Oxford Companion to Classical Literature.  Oxford UP, 1989.
Lewis, C.S.  The Literary Impact of the Authorized Version.  U of London P, 1950.

Perrin, Norman.  The New Testament: An Introduction.  Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1977.

Trawick, Buckner B.  The Bible as Literature: The New Testament.  Barnes and Noble, 1968.

Trible, Phylliss.  Texts of Terror: Feminist Readings of Biblical Narratives.  Fortress Press, 1985.

Warshaw, Thayer S.  Handbook for Teaching the Bible in Literature Classes.  Abingdon Press, 1978.

Wild, Laura.  A Literary Guide to the Bible.  George H. Doran Company, 1922.

IV.   
Standards and Assessment
Standards:  

Grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with university policy, and will be based upon student demonstration of a mastery of the course material through such means as exams, homework, discussion, and papers.
Assessment:

Examinations, homework, and papers will be used to assess the objectives in section III.A.

V.
Rationale  and Impact:

A. We are changing the prerequisites so that both ENGL100 and HONR111 will count. 
B. This course is designed for English majors.

C. No other department will be affected by the revision of this course.

VI.
Cost and Staff Analysis:
A. There will be no additional costs incurred on university resources.

B. The course will likely be offered once a year.

VII. 
Date approved by University President


___________________________________
_______________
RMM 11/03
