Literature for Adolescents

1
ENGL 235 Literature for Adolescents

Page 2

LITERATURE FOR ADOLESCENTS

I.
Introductory Information:


A.
Department:  English Department


B.
Departmental Catalogue Number:  ENGL 235


C.
Course Title:  Literature for Adolescents


D.
Credit in Terms of Semester Hours:  3 Hours


E.
Clock Hours Per Week: 3 Hours


F.
Restrictions upon Student Registration: None

II.
Description of the Course:

A pre-professional study of young adult literature designed for teachers, librarians, and others who use literature in dealing with adolescents. In addition to a critical survey of material written for or suitable for young adults, consideration is given to techniques for using these materials in middle, junior, and senior high schools to develop adolescents’ enjoyment of reading and to promote reading maturity.  Additional topics include current trends in the field and specialized sources of information about young adults and their reading.

III.
Exposition


A.
Objectives:

A student who has taken this course will know and be able to do the following:

1.
Articulate the philosophy and general nature of adolescent literature.

2.
Discuss a wide variety of materials written for and/or suitable for young adult readers and understand their use as bridges to bridges to the appreciation of more mature forms of literature.

3.
Use literary standards for critical evaluation of reading for young adults.

4.
Understand the basic principles of reading guidance.

5.
Know the nature and use of specialized sources of information about books having appeal and meaning for adolescent readers.


B.
Activities and Requirements:

1.
Students will attend classes and participate in group activities, including large and small group discussions and role-playing demonstrations of effective group and individual use of adolescent literary materials.

2. Students will complete all reading assignments and participate in oral or written discussions regarding their content.

3.
Students will complete all written assignments, including five reviews of independently read adolescent novels, sharing these reviews with their classmates.

4.
Students will perform two booktalks, presented as though to a supposed adolescent audience or an audience of other pre-professionals.

5.
Students will write a fieldwork and/or research project on a selected theme, author, or work of adolescent literature.


C.
Major Units and Time Allotted:



1.
Introduction  (2 weeks)




A.
The nature and philosophy of literature for young adults.




B.
The young adult and his reading





(1) 
Adolescent reading interests

(2)
Stages of reading development and their implications for selection of reading materials for young adults.

(3)
Special literary characteristics of books written for young adults.



2.
A survey of literature written for young adults (10 weeks)

A.
Brief survey of early, traditional young adult literature (1800-1966).

B.
Contemporary young adult literature (realistic novels, romances, adventure and suspense, science fiction, poetry, biography, nonfiction).

C.
Standard adult literature which appeals to adolescents and has cultural value for them.

3.
Techniques for using adolescent literature to promote reading maturity and enjoyment (3 weeks)




A.
Basic principles of reading guidance and motivation




B.
Reading ladders: planning for growth




C.
Estimating difficulty: levels of reading and concept difficulty

D.
Special materials for reluctant, advanced, and learning-disabled readers




E.
Controversial books: coping with censorship

NOTE:  Sections B and C may be presented concurrently when appropriate.  For example, the consideration of censorship (Section C) is a logical accompaniment to a discussion of adult fiction and its use in the classroom (Section B).


D.
Suggested Texts and Bibliography:

Texts:
Donelson, Kenneth and Alleen Pace Nilsen.  Literature for Today’s Young Adults.  5th ed.  Glenview, IL: Scott Foresman, 1997.

Three selected adolescent novels.
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IV.
Standards

Grades will be assigned in accordance with the grading policy of the University.  Specifically, evaluation will be based on the quality of work demonstrated by students in meeting the requirements noted in Section B above.  

Adolescent novel evaluations/reviews
25%

Booktalks



25%

Class Project



25%

Class Participation


15%


Other (quizzes, in class assignments, etc.)
10%

V. Rationale and Impact:

This course is designed specifically for Secondary Education English majors, who need a background in Adolescent Literature since the classics are no longer the exclusive foundation of the public school curriculum.  Rather, educators are taking advantage of the adolescent enjoyment of literature that is directed more to their own interests to improve reading and comprehension levels and draw young readers to higher levels of literary expertise.  Although not a 300 or 400 level course, it will satisfy one of the four elective courses required at these levels for Secondary Education majors only.

VI. Cost and Staff Analysis:

This course will not require any additional staff or costs.  Older versions of the course have been offered yearly.
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