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Course Syllabus

Introduction to the Study of Language
ENGL280
I.   
Introductory Information

A.   Department Name:  
English

B.   Departmental Catalogue Number:  
ENGL280
C.   Course Title:  
Introduction to the Study of Language
D.   Semester HHhH  Hours of Credit
3

E.   Clock Hours Per Week:  
3 Hours

F.
Overlays:
None
G.   Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  
ENGL100
II.   
Description of the Course

A.
Catalog Description:  

Surveys historical and comparative linguistics, psycholinguistics, etymology, phonology, morphology, syntax and semantics.  Special attention is paid to the history of the English language, usage, literacy, and nonstandard varieties of English.
B.
Comprehensive Description:

The content of this course relates to standards of the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE Standard #3.1), the Interstate New Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium (INTASC Standard #1 & #2), and the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE Standard #IA).  

III.  
Exposition
      
A.
Objectives:

           
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:
1. Demonstrate knowledge of, and skills in the use of the English language. (NCATE 3.1)

2. Demonstrate knowledge of linguistic change, etymology, processes of word formation, and variation (dialects and registers). (PDE IA)

3. Articulate the origins and evolution of English language from Old English to Global English.

4. Demonstrate knowledge of psycholinguistics including language processing in the brain, processes of first and second language acquisition, literacy and language disability.
5. Identify the major language families of the world and show an understanding of the position of English in the family of modern world languages. 

6. Demonstrate an understanding of the key features of modern English including its morphology, phonology, lexicon, and discourse.
7. Integrate knowledge of the major geographic, cultural, and social varieties of modern English as well as the features and controversies associated with conflicting domains of Standard and non-Standard English.
8. Demonstrate an understanding of the controversies surrounding theories of  “correctness” and “usage” in the speaking, writing and teaching of English.
      
B.   Activities:

1. Complete all examinations (including an oral presentation and a comprehensive final exam) and written work (quizzes and essays).
2. Attend lectures and participate in class discussions.
C. Major Units and Time Allotted (45 hours): 
1. Properties of language, language use and culture, discourse and conversation, speech acts, pragmatics, language and the internet  (6 hours).

2. Language Acquisition: Linguistic universals and innate capacity, literacy, human-primate comparisons, stages of language acquisition, language disability (3 hours).

3. Psycholinguistics: Language and brain, brain and the encoding and decoding of language, aphasia, brain hemispheric asymmetries, neuro-linguistics  (3 hours).

4. Phonetics, Phonology, and Morphology: Phonetic inventory of sounds, sequences in sounds, variation in morphemes, neologisms, assimilation and dissimilation, pronunciation, morphemes, the minimal units of meaning (3 hours).

5. Syntax, Semantics and Discourse: Syntactic theories, sentence structure, anaphora, semantic theories, referential and attributives (3 hours).

6. Language Variation: regional and social, dialects, styles, varieties of English, pidgins and Creole, phonology, morphology, and syntax of North American and global varieties of English (6 hours)

7. Historical Linguistics and Language Change: Comparative and historical linguistics, progress of language changes, the Indo-European language and its descendants (3 hours)


8. The History of English Language: English in the making; Renaissance English, American English; Scottish and Irish varieties of English; the history of Black English Vernacular, Global English (18 hours).


D. 
Materials and Bibliography:
1. Suggested Textbooks:

Akmajian, Adrian, Richard Demers, Ann Farmer, et al. Linguistics: An

 Introduction to Language and Communication. 5th ed. Cambridge and London: The MIT Press, 2001.

2.
Other Materials: none needed


3.
Bibliographic Support: 
Bailey, R.W., and M. Gorlach, eds. English as a World Language. Ann Arbor, Michigan: University of Michigan Press, 1982.

Baugh, A.C.  A History of the English Language. 5th ed. London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 2002. 

Bentley, Robert, and Samuel Crawford.  Black Language Reader.  Glenview: Scott Foresman, 1973.

Cheshire, J. Ed. English Around the World: Sociolinguistic Perspectives. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1991.

Crystal, David. The Stories of English. London: Penguin, 2003.

Crystal, David. English as a Global Language.  2nd ed. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003.

DeSaussure, Ferdinand.  Courses in General Linguistics.  Trans. Wade Baskin.  Ed.  Charles Bally and Albert Sechehaye.  New York: McGraw-Hill, 1966.

Fromkin, Victoria and Robert Rodman.  An Introduction to Language.  3rd ed.  New York: Holt, 1983.
Graff, H. Ed. Literacy and Social Development in the West: A Reader. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1983.

Huddleston, R. and G. K. Pullum. The Cambridge Grammar of the English Language. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002.

Hughes, G. Swearing: A Social History of Foul Language, Oaths and Profanity in English Oxford: Blackwell, 1991.

Ingram, D. First Language Acquisition. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1989.

Lutz, W. Doublespeak: From Revenue Enhancement to Terminal Living. New York: Harper & Row, 1989.

Mencken, H.L. The American Language. New York: Knopf, 1963.

Milroy, J. and L. Milroy. Authority in Language. 2nd ed. London: Routledge, 1991

Partridge, Eric. Slang Today and Yesterday. 4th ed.  London: Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1970.

Partridge, A.C. A Companion to Old and Middle English Studies. London: Deutsch, 1982.

Trudgill, P. and J. Hannah. International English: A Guide to Varieties of Standard English. 4th ed. London: Edward Arnold, 2002. 

Todd, L. Modern Englishes: Pidgins and Creoles. Oxford: Blackwell, 1984.

IV.   
Standards and Assessment

Standards:  

Grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with university policy, and will be based upon student demonstration of a mastery of the course material through such means as exams, homework, discussion, and papers.
Assessment:

Examinations, homework, quizzes and papers will be used to assess the objectives in section III.A.

V.
Rationale  and Impact:

A. This is a revision of an existing course to bring it in line with PDE, NCATE, and INTASC standards.

B. This course is designed for English majors

C. No other department will be affected by the revision of this course.

VI.
Cost and Staff Analysis:

A. There will be no additional costs incurred on university resources.

B. The course will likely be offered once a year.

VII. 
Date approved by University President


___________________________________
_______________
