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Course Syllabus

Methods of Teaching English II

ENGL 312

I. Introductory Information

A.  Department Name:  English

B. Department Catalog Numbers:  ENGL 312

C. Course Title:  Methods of Teaching English 2

D. Semester Hours of Credit:  4

E. Clock Hours Per Week:  6-8
F. Overlays: none 

G. Restrictions Upon Student Registration: To register, a student must have earned candidacy, meeting the requirements established by the Council of Teacher Education.  Students must have passed PRAXIS 1 exams and hold a 3.0 GPA.  Students must register concurrently for EDTF 311, Instructional Media for Secondary Education 2, and PSYC 317, Educational Psychology.  No other courses may be scheduled during the block time frame in order to allow for the field experience component of this course.

II. Description of the Course

A.
Catalog description:  The second in a sequence of early field experiences designed to provide students an opportunity to observe and participate in several diverse school settings.   Extends and applies the theoretical base presented in Methods 1, as students develop and refine the professional attitudes and discipline-specific pedagogical skills necessary to implement effective literacy instruction.
III. Exposition

A.
Objectives:
Upon completion of this course students will be prepared to do the following:

1.
Examine and select resources for instruction such as textbooks, films, records, and software, appropriate for supporting the teaching of English language arts. (NCATE 4.1)
2. Align curriculum goals and teaching strategies with the  organization of classroom environments and learning experiences to promote whole-class, small-group, and individual work. (NCATE 4.2)
3. Integrate interdisciplinary teaching strategies and materials into the teaching and learning process for students. (NCATE 4.3)
4.   Create and sustain learning environments that promote respect for, and support of, individual differences of ethnicity, race, language, culture, gender, and ability. (NCATE 4.4)
5. Engage students often in meaningful discussions for the purposes of interpreting and evaluating ideas presented through oral, written, and/or visual forms. (NCATE 4.5)
6. Engage students in critical analysis of different media and communications technologies. (NCATE 4.6)
7. Engage students in learning experiences that consistently emphasize varied uses and purposes for language in communication. (NCATE 4.7)
8. Engage students in making meaning of texts through personal response. (NCATE 4.8)
9. Demonstrate that their students can select appropriate reading strategies that permit access to, and understanding of, a wide range of print and nonprint texts. (NCATE 4.9)
10. Integrate assessment consistently into instruction by using a variety of formal and informal assessment activities and instruments to evaluate processes and products, and by creating regular opportunities to use a variety of ways to interpret and report assessment methods and results to students, parents, administrators, and other audiences. (NCATE 4.10)
B. Activities and Requirements

Required activities include classroom exercises, readings, and discussions; teaching demonstrations; written reflections on classroom observations; formal unit and daily lesson plans; portfolio and self-assessment of attainment of NCTE and INTASC standards.

C. Major Units and Time Allotted

Hourly requirements for practice teaching demonstrations and field experiences are in addition to the 72 hours allotted for classroom instruction.  (For the three weeks of the semester during which students observe and participate in local school districts, regular class meetings are suspended.)

1.
Theory:  Effective Literacy Instruction

a.
perspectives on literacy education  (1 hour)

b.
research theory and findings in English language arts  (2 hours)

c.
current educational issues and trends (2 hours)

2.
Practice:  Instructional Planning 

a.
standards  (4 hours)

b.
integrated literacy study  (4 hours)

c.
interdisciplinary connections  (2 hours)

d.
unit planning  (2 hours)

e.
differentiated instruction and accommodations  (4 hours)

f.
assessment 


i.
standardized testing  (2 hours)


ii.
authentic assessments  (3 hours)


iii.
portfolios  (4 hours)

2.
Practice:  Instructional strategies 

a.
literature  (3 hours)

b.
language  (2 hours)

c.
writing  (3 hours)

d.
inquiry  (2 hours)

e.
non-print media  (2 hours)

f.
emerging technologies  (2 hours)

g.
teaching demonstrations (24 hours)

3.
Teacher Research:  Formal reflection

a.
active observation, field notes, and reflections (1 hour)

b.
adapting instruction (1 hour)

4.
Professionalism

a.
professional organizations (1 hour)

b.
collaboration (1 hour)

5.
Field Experiences 

a. 
Local School District (32 – 40 hours)

b.
Tutoring Experiences (by arrangement; minimum 10 hours recommended)

D. Materials and Bibliography 

1.  
Suggested Textbook:
Burke, Jim.  The English Teacher's Companion.  London: Heinemann.  2nd edition. 2003.
2.
Other Materials: LiveText subscription.
3.
Bibliographic Support:
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Beers, Kylene  and Teri S. Lesesne, eds.  Books for You:  An Annotated Booklist for Senior High.  14th ed.  Urbana, IL:  NCTE, 2001.

Brown, Jean E. and Elaine C. Stephens, eds.  Your Reading:  An Annotated Booklist for Middle School and Junior High.  11th ed.  Urbana, IL:  NCTE, 2003.
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Langer, Judith A.  Effective Literacy Instruction:  Building Successful Reading and Writing Programs.  Urbana, IL:  NCTE, 2002.
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Pennsylvania Literacy Framework.  Harrisburg, PA:  Pennsylvania Department of Education, 2000.

Purves, Alan C., Theresa Rogers, and Anna O. Soter  How Porcupines Make Love III:  Readers, Texts, Cultures in the Response-Based Literature Classroom.   White Plains, NY: Longman, 1995.  
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Tovani, Cris. I Read It, But I Don’t Get It:  Comprehension Strategies for Adolescent Readers. Portland, ME:  Stenhouse, 2000.  

Weinbaum, Alexandria, et al.  Teaching as Inquiry:  Asking Hard Questions to Improve Practice and Student Achievement.  New York:  Teachers College Press, 2004.
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Wilhelm, Jeffrey D.  Standards in Practice Grades 6-8.  Urbana, IL:  NCTE, 1996.  

Yagelski, Robert P. and Scott A. Leonard, eds.  The Relevance of English:  Teaching that Matters in Students’ Lives.  Urbana, IL:  NCTE, 2002.  

IV. Standards and Assessment

Assessment will be based on regular attendance, class participation, written assignments, teaching demonstration, cooperating teacher’s evaluation, and pre-professional portfolio.  Grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with university policy, and will be based upon student demonstration of a mastery of the course material.

V. Rationale

A. 
This course revision is part of the re-structuring of Secondary Education Programs initiated by the Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs in January, 2004.  The revision incorporates discipline-specific standards outlined by NCTE and clarifies the developmental sequence of the courses and field experiences of the secondary education program.

B. 
This course is designed for Secondary Education English majors.

C.
Faculty in the departments which offer the other block courses have been consulted during the revision and re-sequencing  of this course.

VI. Cost and Staff Analysis

A.  There is no new cost associated with this revision of an existing course.

B. This course will be offered fall semesters only.

VII. Date approved by University president

______________________________________

__________________
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