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LITERATURE FOR ADOLESCENTS
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Department: English, Journalism, and Philosophy

Departmental Catalogue Number: ENGL 350

Course Title: Literature for Adolescents

Credit in Terms of Semester Hours: 3 Hours

Clock Hours Per Week: 3 Hours

Restrictions Upon Student Registration: None

Description of the Course:

A preprofessional study of young adult literature designed for
teachers, librarians, and others who use literature in dealing with
adolescents. In addition to a critical survey of material written for
or suitable for young adults, consideration is given to techniques for
using these materials in middle, junior, and senior high schools to
develop adolescents’ enjoyment of reading and to promote reading
maturity. Additional topics include current trends in the field and
specialized sources of information about young adults and their

reading.

Exposition:

A.

Objectives:

A student who has taken this course will:

1.

2.

Be aware of the philosophy and general nature of adolescent
literature.

Be cognizant of a wide variety of materials written for
and/or suitable for young adult readers and understand their
use as bridges to enjoyment of both classic and superior

contemporary adult literature.

Use literary standards for critical evaluation of reading
for young adults.

Understand basic principles of reading guidance and will
have practiced these principles in a tutorial setting with

one or more adolescent readers.

Know the nature and use of specialized sources of
information about books having appeal and meaning for
adclescent readers.
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B. Activities and Requirements:

1.

5.

Students will attend classes and participate in group ’
activities including large and small group discussions an
role-playing demonstrations of effective group and
individual use of adolescent literary materials.

Students will complete all reading assignments, participate
in discussions of them, and keep a critical log of these

readings.
Students will complete all written assignments.

Preservice English teachers will observe and report on
literature classes in the public schools. All students will
in cooperation with public school teachers participate in an
individualized reading guidance project involving weekly
meetings one-on-one with a volunteer adolescent reader.

Each class member will keep a log of these tutorial
experiences, evaluate the status and progress of the
adolescent reader with whom he works, and report orally to
the class about the insights gained through this tutorial

project.

Students will take announced and unannounced quizzes as well
as unit tests.

C. Major Units and Time Allotted: I

1.

Introduction (2 weeks)

A. The nature and philosophy of literature for young
adults.

B. The young adult and his reading
(1) Adolescent reading interests

(2) Stages of reading development and their
implications for selection of reading materials

for young adults

(3) Special literary characteristics of boocks written
for young adults

A survey of literature written for young adults (10 weeks)

(1) Brief survey of early, traditional young adult
literature (1800-1966)

(2) Contemporary young adult literature (realistic
novels, romances, adventure and suspense. science

fiction, poetry, biography, nonfiction)
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(3) Standard adult literature which appeals to
adolescents and has cultural value for them

(4) Ethnic literature (Blacks, American Indians,
Chicanos, Asiatics)

3. Techniques for using adolescent literature to promote
reading maturity and enjoyment (3 weeks)

(1) Basic principles of reading guidance and
motivation

(2) Reading ladders: planning for growth

(3) Estimating difficulty: levels of reading and
concept difficulty

(4) Special materials for reluctant, advanced, and
learning~disabled readers

(5) Controversial books: coping with censorship

NOTE: Sections 2 and 3 may be presented concurrently when appropriate.
For example, the consideration of censorship (Section 3) is a
logical accompaniment to a discussion of adult fiction and its use

in the classroom (Section 2).

D. Suggested Text and Bibliography:

Text: Donelson, Kenneth and Alleen Pace Nilsen. Literature for
Today’s Young Adults. 2nd ed. Glenview IL: Scott

Foresman, 1985.
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Arizona State University, 1972.
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Children’s Literature. Chicago: American Library Association, 1981.

Emery, Raymond and Houshower, Margaret. High Interest-Easy Reading for
Junior and Senior High Reluctant Readers. Urbana: National Council
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--—, Guest Editor. Literature for Teenagers: New Books, New Approaches. (A
New Journal). Bozrah, CH: Connecticut Council of Teachers of English,
1993.

Genre Favorites for Young Adults: A Collection of Booklist Columns.
Chicago: Booklist Publications, American Library Association, 1993.

Gillespie, John Thomas. Juniorplots 4: A Book Talk Guide for Use with
Readers, Ages 12-16. New Providence, NJ: Bowker, 1992.

-—-- and Diana Lembo. Seniorplots: A Book Talk Manual for Teachers and
Librarians. NY: Bowker, 1967.

Karolides, Nicholas J. (ed.) Reader Response in the Classroom: Evoking and
Interpreting Meaning in Literature. NY: Longman, 1992.

Kaywell, Joan, ed. Adolescent Literature: Complement to the Classics.

Christopher-Gordon, 1993.

Lenz, Millicent. Nuclear Age Literature for Youth: The Quest for a Life-
Affirming Ethic. Chicago: American Library Association, 1990.

Lewis, Marguerite and Pamela J. Kudla. Remarkable People: Ready-To-Use
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Research in Education, 1991.

Lukens, Rebecca J. A Critical Handbook of Children’s Literature. 3rd ed.

Glenview IL: Scott Foresmen, 1986.

Ruth Nadelman. Fantasy Literature for Children and Young Adults: An

Annotated Bibliography. NY: Bowler, 1989.

Manlove, Colin Nicholas. The Chronicles of Narnia: The Patterning of a
Fantastic World. NY: Twayne, 1993.

Masterplots II: Juvenile and Young Adult Literature Series. Pasadena:
Salem, 1991.

Meade, Richard A., and Robert C. Small, Jr., eds. Literature for
Adolescents: Selection and Use. Columbus OH: Merrill, 1973.

Miller, Bruce E. Teaching the Art of Literature. Urbana: National

Council of the Teachers of English, 1980. ‘
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Miller-Lachmann, Lyn. Our Family, Our Friends, Our World: An Annotated
Guide to Significant Multicultural Books for Children and Teenagers.
New Providence, NJ: Bowker, 1992.

Nilsen, Alleen Pace and Kenneth L. Donnelson. Literature for Today'’s Young

Adults. 4th Ed. NY: Harper Collins, 1993.
Peck, Richard. Anonymously Yours. Englewood Cliffs: Messner, 1991.

Phelan, Patricia (ed). Literature and Life: Making Ceonnections in the
Classroom. (NCTE Classroom Practices in Teaching English Series, Vol.
25). Urbana: NCTE, 1990.

Probst, Robert. Response and Analysis: Teaching Literature in Junior and
Senior High School. Portsmouth, NH: Boynton/Cook, Heinemann, 1988.

Reed, Arthea J. S. Reaching Adolescents: The Young Adult and the School.
NY: Holt, 1984.

Rochman, Hazel. Tales of Love and Terror: Booktalking the Classics, 01d
and New. Chicago: American Library Association, 1987.

Rosenblatt, Louise. Literature as Exploration. NY: MLA, 1983.

Sabine, Gordon and Patricia Sabine. Books That Made the Difference: What

People Told Us. Hamden: Library Professional Publication, 1983.
Schwartz, Sheila. Teaching Adolescent Literature. Rochelle Park NJ:

Hayden, 1979.

Shugart, Diane P., ed. Rationales for Commonly Taught Challenged Books.
Urbana: National Council of the Teachers of English, 1983.

Tsujimoto, Joseph I. Teaching Poetry Writing to Adolescents. Urbana:
NCTE, 198s.

Tway, Eileen, ed. Reading Ladders for Human Relations. 6th ed. Urbana:
National Council of the Teachers of English, 1981.

Varlejs, Jane, ed. Young Adult Literature in the Seventies. Metuchen:
Scarecrow Press, 1978.

Walker, Elinor, ed. Book Bait: Detailed Notes on Adult Books Popular With
Young People. 3rd ed. Chicago: American Library Assn., 1979.

Wolf, Allan. -Something is Going to Happen: Poetry Alive! Poetry
Performance for the Classroom. Ashville: Iambic Publications, 1990.

White, Marion E. High Interest-Easy Reading for Junior and Senior High
School Students. 3rd ed. Urbana: National Council of the Teachers
of English, 1979.

Williams, Helen E. Books by African-American Authors and Illustrators for
Children and Young Adults. Chicago: American Library Association,

1991.

See also periodicals such as School Library Journal, The ALAN Review, New
York Times Book Review, Ideas Plus, English Journal, etc. for information

about new publications for young adult readers.

Iv. Standards:

Grades will be assigned in accordance with the grading policy of the
University. Specifically, evaluation will be based on the quality of
work demonstrated by students in meeting the requirements noted in

section B.1 above.

DZV:bap Submitted 8/22/89
Revised: MAR:bap 12/93



