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Course Syllabus
Advanced Composition, Rhetoric & Writing
ENGL357
I.   
Introductory Information
A.   Department Name:  
English

B.   Departmental Catalogue Number:  
ENGL357
C.   Course Title:  
Advanced Composition, Rhetoric & Writing
D.   Semester HHhH  Hours of Credit
3
E.   Clock Hours Per Week:  
3 Hours

F.
Overlays:
None
G.   Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  
ENGL100 and 60 semester hours; or permission of instructor
II.   
Description of the Course
A.
Catalog Description:  

Study of the history of ideas about rhetoric and the effective use of language and images.  The course focuses on practical applications for composing, critiquing, and teaching written, visual, and oral texts.  
B.
Comprehensive Description:

III.  
Exposition
      
A.
Objectives:

           
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:
1. Demonstrate familiarity with the history of rhetorical theory, including that from the classical, modern and postmodern periods;

2. Identify rhetorical strategies employed in the creation of existing documents;

3. Critique written, oral, and visual texts by applying classical, modern, and postmodern theories; 

4. Apply rhetorical theory to determine a writing strategy and create an original document in personal, civic, or professional writing contexts;

5. Conduct research into a specific area of rhetoric and present findings in an appropriate format.
      
B.   Activities:

Class work will consist of lectures, large and small-group discussion, critique of published materials and those materials produced by class members, oral and written presentations on relevant topics, in-class writing and exercises, and examinations.
C.  
Major Units and Time Allotted (45 hours):
1.  Introduction: Uses of Rhetoric and How to Read Theory 
6 hours
2.  Classical and Medieval Rhetoric




9 hours
3.  Renaissance and Enlightenment Rhetoric



6 hours
4.  Contemporary and Visual Rhetoric



12 hours
5.  Individual or Group Research Projects



12 hours
D. 
Materials and Bibliography:
1.    Suggested Textbooks:
Bizell, Patricia and Bruce Herzberg, eds.  The Rhetorical Tradition:  Readings from Classical Times to the Present.  2nd ed.  Boston:  Bedford St. Martin’s, 2001.

2.
Other Materials: 

3.
Bibliographic Support:

Aristotle.  The Rhetoric and Poetics of Aristotle.  New York:  Modern Library, 1984.

Brumett, Barry.  Reading Rhetorical Theory.  Fort Worth:  Harcourt Brace, 2000.

Burke, Kenneth.  A Rhetoric of Motives.  Berkeley:  U of California P, 1969.
Crowley, Sharon and Debra Hawhee.  Ancient Rhetorics for Contemporary Students.  3rd ed.  New York:  Pearson Longman, 2004.

Crump, Eric and Nick Carbone. Writing Online.  3rd ed.  Boston:  Houghton Mifflin, 2000.

Faigley, Lester, Diana George, Anna Palchik, and Cynthia Selfe.  Picturing Texts.  New York:  Norton, 2004.

Graves, Richard, ed.  Rhetoric and Composition:  A Sourcebook for Teachers and Writers.  3rd ed.  Portsmouth:  Boynton Cook, 1990.

Hart, Roderick P. and Suzanne Daughton.  Modern Rhetorical Criticism.  3rd ed.   Boston:  Allyn and Bacon, 2005. 

Hill, Charles A. and Marguerite Helmers, eds.  Defining Visual Rhetorics.  Mahwah:  Erlbaum, 2004.

Jorgensen, Linda B.  “Writing for the Page vs. Writing for the Web.” Editorial Eye 21.5 (May 1998):5-6.
Lucaites, John Louis, Celeste Michelle Condit, and Sally Caudill, eds.  Contemporary Rhetorical Theory: A Reader.  Revisioning Rhetoric Series.  Ed. Karlyn Kohrs Campbell and Celeste Michelle Condit.  New York:  Guilford P, 1999

Plato.  Plato on Rhetoric and Language: Four Key Dialogues.  Mahwah:  Hermagoras P, 1999.
Ramage, John.  Rhetoric: A User’s Guide.  New York:  Pearson Longman, 2005.

Sturken, Marita and Lisa Cartwright.  Practices of Looking:  An Introduction to Visual Culture.  New York:  Oxford UP, 2001.

Toulmin, Stephen, R. Rieke, and A. Janik.  An Introduction to Reasoning.  2nd ed. New York:  MacMillan, 1984.

IV.   
Standards and Assessment
Standards:  

Grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with university policy, and will be based upon student demonstration of a mastery of the course material through such means as exams, homework, discussion, and papers.
Assessment:

Examinations, homework, and papers will be used to assess the objectives in section III.A.

V.
Rationale  and Impact:

A. This is a revision of a pre-existing course.

B. This course is designed for English majors.
C. No other department will be affected by the revision of this course.

VI.
Cost and Staff Analysis:
A. There will be no additional costs incurred on university resources.

B. The course will likely be offered once a year.
VII. 
Date approved by University President
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