Course Syllabus
Advanced Topics in American Literature
ENGL402
I.   
Introductory Information
A.   Department Name:  
English

B.   Departmental Catalogue Number:  
ENGL402
C.   Course Title:  
Advanced Topics in American Literature
D.   Semester HHhH  Hours of Credit
3
E.   Clock Hours Per Week:  
3 Hours

F.
Overlays:
None
G.   Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  
ENGL100, ENGL2xx
II.   
Description of the Course
A.
Catalog Description:  

Intensive study of a theme, genre, issue or period in American literature.
B.
Comprehensive Description:

Sample topics might include representations of the Civil War, the naturalist novel, or American Transcendentalism.  The content of this course relates to standards of the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) and the Interstate New Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium (INTASC).  The course addresses Unit Standard One: Subject Matter: "The teacher understands the central concepts, tools of inquiry, and structures of the discipline(s) he or she teaches and can create learning experiences that make these aspects of subject matter meaningful for students."

III.  
Exposition
      
A.
Objectives:

           
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:
1.
Write effective analyses of literature;
2.
Demonstrate an understanding of a theme, genre, issue, or period in American literature;
3. 
Demonstrate familiarity with important secondary criticism of American literature;
      
B.   Activities:

1.  
Attend lectures and participate in class discussions.
2.  
Complete examinations and written work.
C.  
Major Units and Time Allotted:
The distribution of the 45 hours will vary depending on the topic and the instructor’s discretion.  Typically, the course will involve close study of 10-15 different authors and literary works and the secondary criticism associated with those works.
D. 
Materials and Bibliography:
1.    Suggested Textbooks:  These will vary depending on the topic.  To present students with secondary criticism on at least one of the works, the instructor might use a text such as the Norton Critical Editions or the Case Studies in Contemporary Criticism series.

2.
Other Materials: none required.

3.
Bibliographic Support:

Aaron, Daniel. The Unwritten War: American Writers and the Civil War. NY: Knopf, 1973.

Bercovitch, Sacvan, ed..  Ideology and Classic American Literature.  Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1986.

Elliot, Emory, ed.  The Columbia Literary History of the United States.  NY: Columbia UP, 1988.

Feidler, Leslie A. Love and Death in the American Novel. NY: Criterion Books, 1960.

Hart, James D. The Oxford Companion to American Literature. 4th ed. NY: Oxford UP, 1965.

Horton, Rod William. Backgrounds of American Literary Thought. NY: Appleton-Century-Crofts, 1967.

Kunitz, Stanley J. and Haycraft, Howard, eds. American Authors, 1600-1900.  NY: H.W. Wilson Company, 1942. 

Lewis, R. W. B.  The American Adam.  Chicago: U of Chicago P, 1955.

Marx, Leo.  The Machine in the Garden.  NY: Oxford UP, 1964.

Matthiessen, F.O. American Renaissance: Art and Expression in the Age of Emerson and Whitman.  Oxford UP. 1968.

Parrington, Vernon Louis. Main Currents in American Thought: An Interpretation of American Literature from the Beginnings to 1920. NY: Harcourt, Brace, 1930.

Pizer, Donald. Realism and Naturalism in Nineteenth-Century American Literature. Carbondale: Southern Illinois UP, 1966.

Reynolds, D. S.  Beneath the American Renaissance.  NY: Knopf, 1988.

Ruland, Richard. From Puritanism to Postmodernism: A History of American Literature. NY: Viking, 1991.

Spiller, Robert, et. al. Literary History of the United States: Bibliography. NY: Macmillan, 1974.

Stegner, Wallace Earle. The American Novel: From James Fenimore Cooper to William Faulkner. NY: Basic Books, 1965.

IV.   
Standards and Assessment
Standards:  

Grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with university policy, and will be based upon student demonstration of a mastery of the course material through such means as exams, homework, discussion, and papers.
Assessment:

Examinations, homework, and papers will be used to assess the objectives in section III.A.

V.
Rationale  and Impact:

A. This course will replace the following existing courses: ENGL300 (Pennsylvania Authors), ENGL325 (Ethnic American Literature), ENGL344 (American Novel), and ENGL348 (American Poetry).  Our majors will get a broad historical framework from the 200-level surveys (ENGL240 and ENGL 242); this course will focus in depth on themes (the Civil War, women), genres (the naturalist novel), issues (social protest), and periods (American Transcendentalism).  The broader scope of the course will have two advantages: 1) it will allow us to take advantage of the special expertise of our faculty; and 2) it will make advising and scheduling easier.

B. This course is designed for English majors.

C. No other department will be affected by the revision of this course.

VI.
Cost and Staff Analysis:
A. There will be no additional costs incurred on university resources.

B. The course will be offered at least once a year.  The course may be taken as many as three times, as long as the topic is different.  The department will approve the topics each semester.
VII. 
Date approved by University President


___________________________________
_______________
RMM 11/03
