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Course Syllabus

Grammars of English
ENGL405
I.   
Introductory Information

A.   Department Name:  
English

B.   Departmental Catalogue Number:  
ENGL405
C.   Course Title:  
Grammars of English
D.   Semester HHhH  Hours of Credit
3

E.   Clock Hours Per Week:  
3 Hours

F.
Overlays:
None
G.   Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  
ENGL100 and 30 semester hours
II.   
Description of the Course

A.
Catalog Description:  

An analysis of English grammar from the perspectives of traditional grammar and transformational generative grammar.  Primary attention will be given to understanding English morphology and syntax, grammar concepts, and evidence and arguments for correctness in usage. 

B.
Comprehensive Description:

The content of this course relates to standards of the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE Standard #3.1, #3.2), the Interstate New Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium (INTASC Standard #1 & #6), and the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE Standard I.A).
III.  
Exposition
      
A.
Objectives:

           
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:
1. Demonstrate knowledge of and skills in the use of the English language (NCATE 3.1)

2. Demonstrate knowledge of semantics (ambiguity, euphemism, connotation, denotation, jargon); syntax (word order, sentence structure); and grammatical/linguistic theories and practice (PDE I.A.).

3. Describe the history of grammatical studies that led to the development of multiple approaches to English grammar, paying particular attention to prescriptive, structural, and transformation/generative approaches.

4. Analyze, using both descriptive and prescriptive approaches, the morphological and syntactical components or original English sentences.

5. Contrast the use of Reed-Kellogg diagrams and phrase markers.

6. Explain the grammatical structures of common errors in writing.

7. Describe changes that have occurred and are occurring in English grammar.
8. Describe how common Pennsylvania dialects differ from standard American English in spoken and written grammar.


B.   Activities:

1. Complete all quizzes, examinations (including a comprehensive final examination) and individual and group written work. 

2. Attend lectures and participate in class discussions.
C.  
Major Units and Time Allotted (45 hours):

1. The History of the study of grammar (3 hours)

2. Pennsylvania Dialects (3 hours)

3. Morphology (Form and Structure class words) (12 hours)

4. Syntax (15 hours)
5. Verb, Tense, Aspect and Mood (6 hours)

6. Rules of Transformations (6 hours)

D. 
Materials and Bibliography:
1.    Suggested Textbooks:
Huddleston, Rodney and Geoffrey Pullum. A Student’s Introduction to English Grammar. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005.


2.
Other Materials: none required

3.
Bibliographic Support: 
Austin, J.L. How to do Things with Words. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1962.

Bauer, Laurie. English Word Formation. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1983.

Chomsky, Noam. Language and Mind. New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1972.

Greenbaum, Sidney. A College Grammar of English. London: Longman, 1989.

Huddleston, Rodney and Geoffrey Pullum. The Cambridge Grammar of the English Language. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002.

Jespersen, Otto. Modern English Grammar on Historical Principles. London: Allen and Unwin, 1909-49, 7 vols.

Kolln, Martha and Robert Funk. Understanding English Grammar. 5th ed.  Needham, MA: Allyn & Bacon, 1998.

Matthews, Peter. Morphology. 2nd ed. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1991.

McCawley, James. The Syntactic Phenomena of English. 2nd ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1998.

Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of English Usage. Merriam-Webster, 1994.

Palmer, F.R. The English Verb. 2nd ed. London: Longman, 1987.

Pinker, Steven. The Language Instinct. New York: HarperPerennial, 1994.

Quirk, Randolph et al. A Comprehensive Grammar of the English Language. London: Longman, 1985.

Radford, Andrew. Transformational Grammar. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1988.

Schmidt, Helen Hoyt. Advanced English Grammar. Prentice Hall, 1995.
IV.   
Standards and Assessment

Standards:  

Grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with university policy, and will be based upon student demonstration of a mastery of the course material through such means as exams, homework, discussion, and papers.
Assessment:

Examinations, homework, quizzes and papers will be used to assess the objectives in section III.A.

V.
Rationale  and Impact:

A. This is a revision of an existing course to align it with NCATE, PDE, and INTASC standards.

B. This course is designed for English majors.

C. No other department will be affected by the revision of this course.

VI.
Cost and Staff Analysis:

A. There will be no additional costs incurred on university resources.

B. The course will likely be offered once a year.

VII. 
Date approved by University President


___________________________________
_______________
