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Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania

Lock Haven, Pennsylvania

Environmental Studies
ENVT101: Introduction to Environmental Studies
I.   
Introductory Information
A.   Department Name:  
Environmental Studies
B.   Departmental Catalogue Number:  
ENVT101
C.   Course Title:  
Introduction to Environmental Studies
D.   Semester HHhH  Hours of Credit
3
E.   Clock Hours Per Week:  
3 Hours

F.
Overlays:
None
G.   Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  
None
II.   
Description of the Course
A.
Catalog Description:  An introduction to the historical and contemporary problems and dilemmas in environmental studies, their scientific bases, sociological implications, ethical dimensions, and avenues for constructive response.
B.
Comprehensive Description:

III.  
Exposition
      
A.
Objectives:

           
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:
1. Comprehend the interdisciplinary nature of environmental issues. 

2. Understand and integrate concepts regarding the interrelatedness of environmental components. 

3. Understand how science, culture, society, economics, ethics, and politics all interact to affect the environment. 

4. Think critically about, analyze problems, and evaluate data and statistics dealing with environmental change. 

5. Speak and write about these issues in an effective manner. 

6. Find, through library research, and analyze critical writings on environmental issues. 

7. Critically analyze major environmental issues at both the global and local scales. 

      
B.   Activities:

Students will be expected to read, attend class, participate in discussions, write a research paper, and take examinations.
C.  
Major Units and Time Allotted (45 hours):
The course will be taught (ideally in teams) by a variety of faculty members.  Accordingly, the units and the time allotted to each will vary to reflect the expertise of the faculty member(s).  The course will be constructed around one or more topics that will unite several disciplines.  These topics might include: 
· Sustainability

· Population

· Climate Change

· Forests

· Wilderness

· Water and Soils

D. 
Materials and Bibliography:
1.    Suggested Textbooks:
Park, Chris.  The Environment: Principles and Applications.  London: Routledge, 2001.
Enger, Eldon, and Bradley Smith. Environmental Science: A Study of Relationships.  11th Edition.  New York: McGraw-Hill, 2008.

Easton, Thomas.  2008. Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Controversial Environmental Issues. 12th Edition, McGraw Hill. Dubuque, IA, 2008.


2.
Other Materials:   None

3.
Bibliographic Support:

Bellah, Rober, ed.  Habits of the Heart: Individualism and Commitment in American Life.  Berkeley: University of California Press, 1996.

Botkin, Daniel B. Discordant Harmonies: A New Ecology for the Twenty-First Century (New York: Oxford University Press, 1990)

Bowler, Peter.  The Earth Encompassed: A History of the Environmental Sciences.  New York: W.W.Norton, 1992

Brennan, Andrew. Thinking About Nature: An Investigation of Nature, Value and Ecology (Athens, Ga.: University of Georgia Press, 1988)

Dowie, Mark.  Losing Ground: American Environmentalism at the Close of the Twentieth Century.  Cambridge: MIT Press, 1996.

Elliot, Robert and Arran Gare. Eds. Environmental Philosophy (St. Lucia: University of Queensland Press, and State College, Pa.: Pennsylvania State University Press, 1983)

Fortner, Diane M.  Environmental Studies: An Annotated Bibliography.  Metuchen, N.J. : Scarecrow Press, 1994.

Hanley, N., J. Shogren, and B. White. Introduction to Environmental Economics.  Oxford University Press, Oxford, 2001.
Hays, Samuel P. Explorations in Environmental History. Pittsburgh, PA: University of Pittsburgh Press, 1998.

Hughes, J. Donald. The Face of the Earth: Environment and World History. Armonk: M.E. Sharpe, 2000.

Jensen, Clayne R., and Steven P. Guthrie.  Outdoor Recreation in America.  4th ed.  New York: Macmillan, 2006.

Kempton, Willit, James Boster, and Jennifer Hartley.  Environmental Values in American Culture.  Cambridge: MIT Press, 1996.

Kline, Benjamin. First Along the River: A Brief History of the U.S. Environmental Movement. 2nd edition. San Francisco, CA: Acada Books, 2000.

Leopold, Aldo. Sand County Almanac (New York: Oxford University Press, 1949)

Leopold, Aldo. For the Health of the Land: Previously Unpublished Essays and Other Writings. Washington, D.C.: Island Press, 2000. 

Lovelock, James E. & Chrispin Tickell. The Revenge of Gaia: Earth’s Climate Crisis and the Fate of Humanity. New York: Basic Books, 2006.

Matthews, Freyna. The Ecological Self (London: Routledge, 1990)

McIntosh, Robert P. The Background of Ecology: Concept and Theory (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1985)

Merchant, Carolyn. The Death of Nature: Women, Ecology and the Scientific Revolution (New York: Harper & Row, 1983)

Midgley, Mary. Animals and Why They Matter (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1983)

Moseley, Charles J., ed.  Beacham’s Guide to Environmental Issues And Sources.  Washington, D.C.: Beacham Pub., 1993.

Nash, Roderick.  The Rights of Nature: A History of Environmental Ethics.  Madison, University of Wisconsin Press, 1989

Nash, Roderick.  Wilderness and the American Mind.  4th ed., New Haven: Yale University Press, 2001.

Nelissen, Nico, Jan van der Straaten, and Leon Klinkers, eds.  Classics In Environmental Studies: Overview of Classic Texts in Environmental Studies.  Utrecht: International Books, 1997

Opie, John. Nature's Nation: An Environmental History of the United States. Fort Worth, TX: Harcourt Brace, 1998.

Russell, Emily Wyndham Barnett. People and the Land Through Time: Linking Ecology and History.  New Haven: Yale University Press, 1997.

Simmons, I.G. Environmental History: A Concise Introduction. Cambridge: Blackwell, 1993. 

Wilson, Edward O. The Future of Life. New York: Alfred Knopf, 2002.

Worster, Donald, ed. The Ends of the Earth: Perspectives on Modern Environmental History. Cambridge; New York: Cambridge University Press, 1988.

IV.   
Standards and Assessment
Standards:  

Grades will be awarded in a manner consistent with university policy, and will be based upon student demonstration of a mastery of the course material through such means as exams, homework, discussion, and papers.
Assessment:

Examinations, homework, and papers will be used to assess the objectives in section III.A.

V.
Rationale  and Impact:

A. This course is a new course designed to be a required introductory course for the proposed minor in Environmental Studies.  It will provide students with the overview of the field that they will need in order to integrate the subsequent courses they will take as part of the minor.  Surveys have indicated a strong demand for an Environmental Studies minor.
B. This course is designed for students in the Environmental Studies minor, but all students would be welcome.  Ideally, it will serve as a recruiting course for the minor.
C. No other department will be affected by this course.  The proposal has been vetted by members of the following disciplines: Recreation, Biology, Geology, Philosophy, Journalism, Economics, and English.
VI.
Cost and Staff Analysis:
A. There will be no additional costs incurred on university resources.

B. The course will likely be offered once a year.
VII. 
Date approved by University President


___________________________________
_______________


         Signature University President
         Date
