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Lock Haven University of Pennsylvania

Lock Haven, Pennsylvania

Foreign Languages
The Culture of Cuba
I. Introductory Information

(A) Department Name: Foreign Languages
(B) Department Catalog Number: LANG328
(C) Course Title:  The Culture of Cuba
(D) Semester Hours of Credit: Three 
(E) Clock Hours Per Week: 
· Three hours per week for eight weeks before Spring Break for a total of 24 hours 
· Seven hours per day for each of the seven days of Spring Break for a total of 49 hours 
· Three hours per Week for one week after Spring Break for a total of 3 hours
(F) Overlays:  None
(G) Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  Forty-five       
 credits and Permission of the Instructor
II. Description of the Course

A. Catalog description:  

Covers the evolution of Cuban culture in all of its diverse facets. Readings, music and video recordings, visits to museums, galleries, and theatres are used to analyze the culture of Cuba from colonization to the present. Special emphasis is placed on contemporary Cuban society. Students are responsible for paying for travel, lodging, food, and food.
B. Comprehensive description:  (Optional) 

Since Columbus’ arrival in Cuba in 1492, no other country has evoked such passion and mystery. Indeed, Cuba has taken on mythic proportions in contemporary American society (as well as in the international community—France being an example). In this Humanities Seminar, students are provided with the opportunity to learn about Cuban culture through literary works, music, video, food, art, dance, and theatre. The class is offered online and includes guided readings of Cuban literature as well as history. Even though the course is taught in English, students will have the opportunity to improve their Spanish vocabulary as Cuban Spanish will be discussed in various contexts (from an explanation of slang to “survival Spanish”). Cultural understanding is of primary concern and students are encouraged to make connections and to compare their own culture with the culture of Cuba. The capstone of this course is a week-long visit to Cuba where students will have the opportunity to visit locations of cultural significance and to experience Cuban culture firsthand. During the week-long visit, students will attend lectures from Cuban professors at our partner institution in Matanzas.
III: Exposition

A. Objectives: 
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:

1. Discuss the history of Cuba and its significance to the understanding of the country today.

2. Identify selected tourist attractions in Cuba and explain their cultural significance.

3. Identify the major writers, artists, composers, musicians, and filmmakers of Cuba.

4. Identify and explain the reasons for many of the cultural practices of Cuba, from the focus of rhythm in music, to choices of religion and government, to the evolving position of minorities in society.

5. Demonstrate the ability to use “survival Spanish” in a native environment.  

B. Activities and Requirements:  
1. Complete all reading assignments.

2. Complete all movie and music assignments.

3. Actively participate in online discussions.

4. Research assigned papers using the Internet, the library, and sources in Cuba.

5. Perform satisfactorily on examinations.

C. Major Units and Time Allotted:  
Cuban history from settlement to present
--
38 hours
Cuban music






--
 6 hours

Cuban art






--
 6 hours

Cuban literature





--
 6 hours

Cuban traditions/festivals



--
 5 hours

Cuban cuisine





--
 5 hours

Cuban politics





--
 5 hours

Cuban architecture




--
 5 hours

D. Materials and Bibliography

1. Suggested textbooks  
Kirk, J.M. & Fuentes, L.P. (2001). Culture and the 
Cuban Revolution (Contemporary Cuba). Gainesville, FL: University Press of Florida.

2. Other materials:  
Music:

Beny More: Grabaciones Completas 1953-1960

Putumayo:
Cuba

Cuba: The Essential Album

Bata, Bembe & Palo Songs: Havana & Matanzas, Cuba 1957
3. Bibliographic support:  
Benjamin, J.R. (1992). The United States and the Origins of the Cuban Revolution. 

Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.

Levi, V.G. & Heller, S. (2002). Cuba Style: Graphics from the Golden Age of 

Design. Princeton, NJ: Princeton Architectural Press.

Luis, W. (2000). Culture and Customs of Cuba: (Culture and Customs of Latin 

America and the Caribbean). Westport, CT: Greenwood Publishing Group.

Marti, J. (1997). Versos Sencillos: Simple Verses (Recovering the U.S. Hispanic 

Literary Heritage). Houston, TX: Arte Publico Press.
Orovio, H. (2004). Cuban Music from A to Z. Durham, NC: Duke University Press.
Perez, L.A. (2001). On Becoming Cuban: Identity, Nationality, and Culture. 

New York, NY: Ecco Press.

Roy, M. (2002). Cuban Music: From Son and Rumba to the Buena Vista Social Club 

and Timba Cubana. Princeton, NJ: Markus Wiener Publishers.




Smorkaloff, P.M. & Foster, D.W. (1997). Readers and Writers in Cuba: A Social 

History of Print Culture, 1830S-1990s (Garland Reference Library of the 

Humanities, Vol 1935). London: Garland Publishing.



IV. Standards  
Students are evaluated according to university standards.

Specific criteria includes the quality of written work and

participation during the trip to Cuba.

V. Rationale and Impact:  
A. This humanities seminar will allow students another option to fulfill their seminar requirement. 

B. This new course will give Lock Haven University students the opportunity learn about Cuba through directed study and through personal experience in traveling abroad. This course is designed for upper-level students who must fulfill a humanities seminar requirement. It is also designed for students who would like to study abroad, but who might be limited by factors that may preclude them from attending a longer study abroad program.

C. This course will add to existing courses in the Foreign Languages Department and will allow students who are interested in learning about a Spanish-speaking culture and who may not have the desire or ability to complete Spanish through the fourth level.
VI. Cost and Staff Analysis:  
A. This is a new seminar course. Some of the recordings and movies are owned by faculty or the department of Foreign Languages. Furthermore, the Office of International Programs will support the faculty member’s travel to Cuba and applications for visas for participants in the course.
B. The course will be offered every Spring if there are enough students willing to participate.

VII. Date approved by University president:  
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