Advanced Conversation through Hispanic Film

I.  Introductory Information

A. Department Name: Foreign Languages

B. Department Catalog Number: SPAN3xx

C. Course Title:  Advanced Conversation through Hispanic Film 

D. Semester Hours of Credit: Three
E. Clock Hours Per Week: Three
F. Overlays: MC

G. Restrictions upon Enrollment: Prerequisite of Spanish 4 (SPAN 202) or permission of instructor
II.  Description of the Course

A. Catalog Description

Written and oral analyses of a number of outstanding Hispanic films serve to develop further students’ ability to communicate in Spanish.

B. Comprehensive Description

Students will watch a number of films from Spain, Mexico and Argentina, discuss them in class and submit written analyses of various aspects of the films. Before watching a film, essential background information about the director, the cultural environment in which the film was produced and the themes of the film will be read and discussed. In addition to improving their language skills, students will have the opportunity to listen to native Spanish in the films and to gain a deeper understanding of the culture in which they were produced.

III.  Exposition

A. Objectives:

Upon completion of the course, students will be able to do the following:

1. Discuss and write about a number of films with increased fluency and greater grammatical accuracy.

2. Demonstrate insights into the cultures of the countries in which the films were made.

B. Activities and Requirements:

1. Watch all films

2. Participate in classroom discussions and group projects
3. Submit written assignments dealing with the films.
C. Major Units and Time Allocated:

1.  Introduction to the course and   presentation of key terms in       Spanish    (3 hours)  

2. Introduction to each of the eight films included in the course (8 hours).

3. Discussion, group presentations and written analyses of

         Films (33 hours)

D. Materials and Bibliography:

1. Suggested Textbook:

Underwood, John. Hablando de cine: Conversación avanzada. Boston: McGraw Hill, 2003.

2. Bibliographic Support

Allison, Mark. A Spanish Labyrinth. The Films of Pedro Almodóvar. London: I.B. Tauris Publishers, 2001.

Asunción Gómez. María. Del escenario a la pantalla. Chapel Hill: North Carolina Studies in the romance Languages and Literatures, 2000.

D’Lugo, Marvin. The Films of Carlos Saura. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1991.

Jordan, Barry and Morgan-Tamosunas, Rikki.  Contemporary Spanish Cinema. Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1998.

Kinder, Marsha. Blood Cinema. The Reconstruction of National Identity in Spain. Berkeley: The University of California Press, 1993.

Torres, Augusto. Diccionario Espasa. Cine español. Madrid: Espasa Calpe, 1996.

Vidal, Nuria. El cine de Pedro Almodóvar. Barcelona: Ediciones Destino, 1988.

IV.  Standards:

Students will be evaluated according to university standards. Specific criteria may include the quality of written work and class participation.

V. Rationale and Impact:


With the new NCATE standards for oral proficiency, it is increasingly important to provide students with additional courses that emphasize language skills. Using film as a basis for conversation and for written work has the additional advantage of also allowing students to experience listening to native Spanish before then discussing and writing about what they have watched. Film has been receiving increasing attention as a valid conveyor of culture and several new textbooks have been published that build a course around Hispanic film. The Foreign Languages Department and/or its members has a large collection of films, including almost all of the specific ones presented in the textbook that will be the basis for the course. And, there are several members of the Spanish division of the Department with interest and knowledge about Hispanic cinema.

VI. Cost and Staff Analysis 


There will be no additional cost for this course.   It will be offered every 2 or 3 years and the films are already in the collection of the Department. 

VII.  Date approved by the University president




_________________________                                      ______________________

