THE CULTURE OF SPAIN

I. Introductory Information
A. Department Name:  Foreign Languages

B. Departmental Catalogue Number:  SPAN 203

C. Course Title:  The Culture of Spain

D. Credit in terms of Semester Hours:  3 Hours

E. Clock Hours Per Week:  3 Hours

F.   Overlays:  None

G. Restrictions Upon Student Registration:  Spanish IV or

permission of the instructor  

II. Description of the Course


A. Catalog Description


      Covers the evolution of Spanish culture in all of its diverse facets. Readings, 

recordings, videos and material from the internet are used to analyze Spain and her people in the past and present. Written and oral reports, lectures and discussions in Spanish.

B. Comprehensive Description

The content and the modus operandi of this course relate to the standards of the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE), the New Teacher Assessment and Support Consortium(INTASC) and the National Council for the Accreditation of  Teacher Education(NCATE) as formulated by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages(ACTFL). IN varying degrees, the course incorporates the 5 elements of Language Acquisition identified by ACTFL. Students are provided with the opportunity to improve their language skills through activities in class involving listening and speaking and through assignments involving reading and writing. Cultural understanding (ACTFL Standard 2) is of primary concern and students are encouraged to make connections and to compare their own culture with the culture of Spain. The nature of the course requires the integration of other disciplines throughout the course, especially history, art history, music, sociology and politics. Class sessions are conducted entirely in the target language, serving to help students to improve their proficiency level in the language (ACTFL Standard 1). The course is structured around a chronological examination of Spanish culture with periodic breaks from that

Chronology to examine such topics as music, food, bullfighting, and current issues in education, politics, and the arts.

III.  Exposition

A. Objectives


Upon completion of this course students will be able to do the following:

1. Discuss the history of Spain and its significance to the understanding of the country today.

2. Identify the various tourist attractions in Spain and explain their significance.

3. Identify the major writers, artists, musicians and filmmakers of Spain.

4. Identify and explain the reasons for many of the cultural practices of Spain, from the schedule followed by Spaniards in their daily lives to the evolving position of women in society.

5. Express ideas about Spain and Spanish culture in Spanish at the Intermediate Low/Mid level in oral and written  form. 

6. Demonstrate the ability to understand native Spanish in written form (the text, the internet and other readings) and also orally (the instructor as well as authentic recorded material from Spain).

B. Activities and Requirements
1. Complete all reading assignments.

2. Participate actively in classroom discussions

3. Research assigned papers using the Internet, the library and materials provided by the instructor.

4.  Perform satisfactorily on examinations.

C.  Major Units and Time Allotted


Spanish history from the Cave Paintings to the Present Day--        28 hours


Bullfighting                                                                           --          1 hour

            Spanish Art                                                                            --         7 hours

            Spanish Music                                                                       --          5 hours

            Spanish cuisine                                                                      --          2 hours


The Festivals of Spain                                                           --          2 hours

D. Materials and Bibliography

1.  Sample Textbook

Ugarte, Francisco, Ugarte Michael and Kathleen McNerney. España y su civilización. Fifth Edition. New York: McGraw Hill, 1999.

2.  Other Materials

Selected audio and video recordings, Spanish newspaper websites, etc.

3.   Bibliographical Support

Brenan, Gerald. The Spanish Labyrinth. London: Cambridge University Press, 1971.

Cantarino, Vicente. Civilización y cultura de España. Fourth Edition. Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1999.

Crow, John. Spain: The Root and the Flower. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1985.

Hooper, John. The New Spaniards. London: Penguin Books, 1995.

Hughes, Robert. Goya. New York: Alfred Knopf, 2003.

Michener, James. Iberia. New York: Fawcett Crest, 1984.

Moffitt, John. The Arts in Spain. London: Thames and Hudson, 1999.

Muñoz, Pedro and Marcelino Marcos. España ayer y hoy.  Upper Saddle River, new Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2004.

IV. Standards

Students will be evaluated on their ability to learn about all aspects of Spanish culture (ACTFL Standard 2) and to communicate what they have learned  both in written form via papers and exams and orally in class (ACTFL Standard 1). Grades will be assigned in accordance with University policy and will be based on the quality of the students work as demonstrated by their written work and class participation.

V. Rationale and Impact


This is a revision of an existing course done to meet NCATE and PDE standards. This course is required for the Spanish major and is critical for students wishing to teach at any level. It is offered regularly at least every other year and often more frequently than that. The course meets Standard 2 of ACTFL more directly than any other course except “Culture of Latin America” and is also an essential part of the course sequence that meets Standard 1.

VI. Cost and Staff Analysis


This is not a new course, but rather an update of a course that is required for all Spanish majors in both Secondary Education and Liberal Arts. No additional staff is needed for the course, which is given regularly at least every other year and generally more often than that.

VII. Date Approved by President
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